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5th Sunday in Lent – March 17, 2024
Celebrating the Gift of Christ’s Resurrection in Potsdam United Methodist Church

Large print bulletins and listening assistive devices are available, *Please stand, whether in body or in spirit

At Potsdam UMC, all persons are welcome and celebrated regardless of gender, culture, nationality,
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender identity, economic circumstance, age, physical and
mental ability, marital status or family structure.

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST
ANNOUNCEMENTS / SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE Guest Organist: Diane Romlein

As the candles are lit, take time for quiet contemplation and prayer
INTROIT I Have Decided to Follow Jesus [TFWS #2129]

CALL TO WORSHIP Inspired by Jeremiah 31:31-34
L: The Lord is making a new covenant with the people of God.
P: Here in this place,

Christ writes the law of love on our hearts.
L: We are children of the living God.
P: Together, let us worship the Lord of Love!
~Written by Amy Loving, and posted on The Worship Closet: The Place for Creative Worship Ideas, 

http://worshipcloset.com/baptism-of-the-lord-sunday-year-b-words-for-worship/.

OPENING PRAYER Based on Jeremiah 31:31-34
L: O God of our Hearts

You yearn to be so close to us
that we can know you in every breath,
in every hope, in every relationship.
Meet us here today and
teach us to recognize
the covenant of justice, peace and love
you have written on our hearts.
So may our desires become your desires,
our work become your work,
and our community
the place where you are sought and found.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

~ taken from “O God of Our Hearts: Prayers for the Fifth Sunday in Lent” written by Rev. Kathryn Matthews
Huey and the Rev. Susan A. Blain. Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website.

*HYMN At the Name of Jesus UMH #168
WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

A TIME FOR YOUNG (AT HEART) CHRISTIANS
THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH SONG CHOIR ANTHEM

Here I Am Lord [UMH #593]

http://worshipcloset.com/baptism-of-the-lord-sunday-year-b-words-for-worship/
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/


… AND A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH WORD
GOD’S WORD - THE OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 31:31-34
GOD’S WORD - THE EPISTLES Hebrews 5:5-10
GOD’S WORD - THE GOSPELS John 12:20-33

THE MESSAGE “Written…” Rev. Heidi Chamberlain

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD
*HYMN Living for Jesus  TFWS #2149
THE PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER (UMH #270)

Responding to God’s invitation, in joy, we offer our gifts
OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY
*THE DOXOLOGY UMH #95
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
All: Compassionate God, we offer you these gifts as signs of our

time and labor. Receive the offering of our lives and feed us
with your grace, that in the midst of death all creation, we might
feast on your unending life in Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN

GOD SENDS US INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN O Jesus I Have Promised  UMH #396
BENEDICTION Based on Jeremiah 31: 33-34
L: God will write a new covenant on our hearts

God will be our God and we will be God’s people
No longer shall we teach one another,

or say to each other, “Know the Lord.”
For we shall all know God.
In the name of God the Source of Life,
the Word of Truth, and the Spirit of Love. AMEN

Written by the Rev. Dr. Letty Russell and posted on the Presbyterian Promise website.

POSTLUDE
Go forward, to live the church, in ministry to all the world!

http://presbyterianpromise.org/PresProm/RefSunday/Celebration.html


THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

Worship & Prayer resources for this week: Used by permission – excerpted fromMinistryMatters.com

and https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/rend-your-hearts-claiming-the-promise/© 2021

MEETINGS, EVENTS & SPECIAL SERVICES
● SLC Arts - Accessible Arts Program: meets on Tuesdays, downstairs,

10:00am-12:00pm.
● Movie Night with Pastor Heidi & Cannoli: Date and Movie TBD.
● Church Council Meeting: Wednesday, March 20, 6pm, online.
● Hop Into Spring: Free, family Easter event, Saturday, March 23, 2-3:30pm.
● Ecumenical Youth Group: Date TBD, 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Potsdam

United Methodist Church with Pastor Heidi Chamberlain and Pastor Katrina
Hebb.

Worship Participants
Microphone: Norm Gardner Acolyte: Rebecca Clements

Counters
March 17 Robin Howard, TBA
March 24 Debby Nikkari, TBA
March 31 Robin Howard, TBA

Readers
March 17 Nancy Matthews
March 24 Tim Virgil
March 31 Tom Ortmeyer

Greeters/Ushers
March 17 Carol Willmert
March 24 Carrie Livernois
March 31 Effa Sullivan

Fellowship Time Hosts
4/7: Robin Howard, Judy Haer
5/5: Carol Willmert
6/2: Ashley Fish

Pastor: Heidi Chamberlain
Music Director and Organist: Deborah Nikkari ⧫ Assistant Choir Director: Anthony Steen

Guest Organist: Diane Romlein
Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676

Pastor’s Office Hours [Parsonage Office]: Monday 3:00 – 5:00 pm; Tuesday 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
For an appointment, please call: 315-528-4709

Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org
Pastor Heidi: pastorheidi@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
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