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1st Sunday of Lent – February 18, 2024
Celebrating the Gift of Christ’s Resurrection in Potsdam United Methodist Church

Large print bulletins and listening assistive devices are available, *Please stand, whether in body or in spirit

At Potsdam UMC, all persons are welcome and celebrated regardless of gender,
culture, nationality, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender identity, economic
circumstance, age, physical and mental ability, marital status or family structure.

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST
ANNOUNCEMENTS / SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE Near to the Heart of God, Cleland B. McAfee, arr. Lani Smith
As the candles are lit, take time for quiet contemplation and prayer

INTROIT Jesus Walked the Lonesome Valley
CALL TO WORSHIP Based on Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-15
L: God of storms and rainbows, God of rain and sunshine,

God of all creation we worship and adore you.
P: We gaze in wonder at the beauty of your creation

and marvel at stormy skies transformed
with the vibrant colors of a rainbow.

L: Like Noah and his family,
we praise you for this everlasting sign of your love and care
for the whole creation in your desire to preserve and not destroy life.

P: And at Jesus' baptism, the sky again revealed your love
when you identified him as your beloved Son,
strengthening him with the same Spirit
who empowers and strengthens each of us.

L: For all these assurances of your love for us and for the whole creation,
we praise and worship you, O God,
in the power of the Holy Spirit
and in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN

— written by Moira Laidlaw and posted on Liturgies Online. Visit her site for other great lectionary-based resources.
Reposted: https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/02/call-to-worship-opening-prayer-lent-1.html

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT Be with Us as We Wait
 Inspired by Genesis 9:8-17 and Mark 1:9-15

L: God, there’s a lot of water out there! There’s water that you call us
from, nurtured us in, fed us through, wrapped us up in, and water that
when the time was just right released us to newness, released us to
life, released us to know the experience of pain. We wait on you, God
who controls the water.
We wait! We wait for the rivers to become calm again. We wait for the
streams of peace to drench our feet, our feet as we go forward knowing
our steps are ordered by you. God, the water is wide, but your grace to
handle it is so much wider! Be with us, God, in the water, be with us, we
pray. In the Only name worthy of such praise, we pray. AMEN!

Michael Parker, Lenten Liturgical Resources from Africana Writers, edited by Safiya Fosua, 2020.

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/02/call-to-worship-opening-prayer-lent-1.html


*HYMN Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days UMH #269

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
All: Friends, hear the good news: God through Christ

has remembered us with kindness and steadfast love.
As far as east is from west, so has God removed our sins.
Believe the gospel: in Christ you are forgiven. AMEN

Valerie Bridgeman Davis, The Africana Worship Book for Year B, Discipleship Resources, 2007, p. 151.

A TIME FOR YOUNG (AT HEART) CHRISTIANS
THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH SONG

CHOIR ANTHEM Down In the River to Pray
… AND A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH WORD

GOD’S WORD - THE OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 9:8-17
GOD’S WORD - THE EPISTLES 1 Peter 3:18-22
GOD’S WORD - THE GOSPELS Mark 1:9-15, Matthew 4:1–11

THE MESSAGE This IS the Sign Rev. Heidi Chamberlain

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD
*HYMN When Jesus Came to Jordan UMH #252
THE PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER (UMH #270)

Responding to God’s invitation, in joy, we offer our gifts
OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Ever Faithful, Ever Near, Franklin Ritter
*THE DOXOLOGY UMH #95
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
All: Compassionate God, we offer you these gifts as signs of our time

and labor. Receive the offering of our lives and feed us with your
grace, that in the midst of death all creation, we might feast on
your unending life in Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN

GOD SENDS US INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN Spirit Song UMH #347
*BENEDICTION
L: The first step on the journey, that of readiness, is one of the hardest. We

keep thinking that we have forgotten something. God has called you by
name, to this journey. You will have all that you need. Go in peace, and
know that God is going with you. AMEN

POSTLUDE How Great Thou Art  traditional Swedish melody, arr.
Douglas E. Wagner

Go forward, to live the church, in ministry to all the world!



THOUGHTS OF THE WEEK
And a voice came from heaven,

‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
[Mark 1:11 – NRSV]

REMEMBER:
“No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course
of what others have had to face.
All you need to remember is that God will never let you down;
they'll never let you be pushed past your limit;
they'll always be there to help you come through it.”
[1 Corinthians 10:13 (The Message]

Worship & Prayer resources for this week: Used by permission – excerpted from MinistryMatters.com
and https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/rend-your-hearts-claiming-the-promise/© 2021

MEETINGS, EVENTS & SPECIAL SERVICES
● SLC Arts - Accessible Arts Program: meets on Tuesdays, downstairs,

10:00am-12:00pm.
● CheeryOs: Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 11:30am.
● NEW! Movie Night with Pastor Heidi & Cannoli: Thursday, February 29th,

4:00 pm. Meet me at the Parsonage for Cheesy Potato Soup and a Movie.
This week: After Yang. Sign-up sheet on the Piano in Fellowship Hall.

● Mission And Outreach Meeting: Tuesday, February 20th, 1pm, Fellowship
Hall.

● NCPPC Organizational Meeting: Tuesday, February 20, 7 - 8:30pm tile
room.

● Acapella North Chorus Rehearsal: Tuesday, February 20, 6-9pm, upstairs.
● Grace House 5 year Anniversary celebration: Sunday, February 25th, 1pm

at Grace House, 11 E. Main St. Canton.
● Ecumenical Youth Group will continue on Monday, March 4th, 6:30 – 8pm

at the Presbyterian Church with Pastor Heidi Chamberlain and Pastor Katrina
Hebb. See you soon!

Worship Participants
Microphone: Norm Gardner Acolyte: Rebecca Clements

Counters
2:18: Debbie Nikkari, Sharon Hutchinson
2/25: Robin Howard, Carrie Livernois
3/3: TBA

Readers
2:18: Sharon Hutchinson
2/25: Trish Lewis
3/3: Kathy Demo

Greeters/Ushers
2/18: Kathy Demo
2/25: Marie Richards
3/3: Louise Jensen

Fellowship Time Hosts
3/3: Trish Lewis, Carrie Livernois
5/5: Carol Willmert
6/2: Caroline Potter, Olga Virgil

Pastor: Heidi Chamberlain
Forever in Our Hearts, Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Deborah Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Pastor’s Office Hours [Parsonage Office]: Monday 3:00 – 5:00 pm; Tuesday 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

For an appointment, please call 315-528-4709
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Pastor Heidi pastorheidi@potsdamumc.org
Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
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