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3rd Sunday after Epiphany – January 21, 2024
Celebrating the Gift of Christ’s Resurrection in Potsdam United Methodist Church

Large print bulletins and listening assistive devices are available
*Please stand, whether in body or in spirit

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST
ANNOUNCEMENTS / SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE All Are Welcome, arr. David Maxwell
As the candles are lit, take time for quiet contemplation and prayer

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Today you are invited to follow Jesus.
P: But we don’t think we are ready.
L: Don’t worry. Jesus knows your readiness and your heart.

He calls to you right now to come and follow him.
P: We fear the unknown.

We aren’t sure that we can take the risks of this journey.
L: Jesus is with you, leading, guiding, comforting, healing.
P: Lord, help us be ready.

Give us courage, strength, and joy for the journey. AMEN
*HYMN I Have Decided to Follow Jesus TFWS #2129
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
All: Do not fear! Jesus has called you and will be with you! Rejoice!

You have been forgiven and redeemed. Praise be to God!
AMEN

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
All: Lord, as you called the fishermen by the Galilean Sea, you call

us today to be willing to come and follow you, bringing the
good news of your healing love and hope. Open our hearts to
receive your call and make us ready for the journey. For we ask
this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH SONG CHOIR ANTHEM
… AND A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH WORD

GOD’S WORD – THE OLD TESTAMENT Jonah 3:1-5, 10
GOD’S WORD – THE EPISTLES 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
GOD’S WORD – THE GOSPELS Mark 1:14-20

L: The word of God for the people of God. P: Thanks be to God!



THE MESSAGE Rev. Heidi Chamberlain Follow Me

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD
*HYMN Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore  UMH #344
THE PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE/ THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Words for the Lord’s Prayer can be found UMH #270)

Responding to God’s invitation, in joy, we offer our gifts
OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Jesus, Still Lead On, tune: Edward Elgar, arr. Robert Lau

*THE DOXOLOGY UMH #94
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
All: Wondrous God, we delight in your abundant gifts and receive

your bounty with thanks. As we share a portion of your
abundance, transform our offerings, that they may be your
promise of hope to a world in need. Transform our lives, that we
may walk in your ways and be a light to all the world. AMEN

A SERVICE OF WORD & TABLE [Please See Insert]

GOD SENDS US INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised UMH #396
BENEDICTION
L: As the disciples walked with Christ so long ago,

walk with Christ in your hearts and spirits.
Feel the power of the Holy Spirit guiding your path.
Know the love of God which is poured out for you and rejoice.
Go in peace and may God’s peace go with you. AMEN

POSTLUDE Gaudette, John Marsh
Go forward, to live the church, in ministry to all the world!

At Potsdam UMC, all persons are welcome and celebrated regardless of
gender, culture, nationality, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation
or gender identity, economic circumstance, age, physical

and mental ability, marital status or family structure.



THOUGHT OF THE WEEK slow poke – Rev. Thom Shuman © 2011

a dawdler by
   nature,

 a straggler by
    avocation,

   i could manage
      to lose a race

 to a pro
   crastinator;

me-lingering through
      life,

 i barely can
   find the energy
 to get up and do

    nothing
  constructively;

strolling down the
      street,

stopping at the
 outdoor cafe at

    the corner of
   apathy and inert,

i while away
 my hours, making

   a cup of expresslow
      last all afternoon;

   but immediately?

   immediately!

that's the
   scariest

word
      in the

   Book.

Worship & Prayer resources for this week: Used by permission – excerpted from MinistryMatters.com ©2018

MEETINGS, EVENTS & SPECIAL SERVICES
● Un-decorating and Pizza Party: Today, following worship
● Cheery’Os: Usually meets the second Tuesday of the month, however,

the next meeting date is TBD
● SLC Arts - Accessible Arts Program: meets on Tuesdays, downstairs,

10am-12pm
● Church Council Meeting: January 24th, 6pm - online
● Potsdam Pride Swap Meet: January 27th, 10am - noon, tile room
● Worship Team Meeting: January 31st, 6pm - online

Worship Participants
Microphone: Norm Gardner Acolyte: Rebecca Clements

Counters
1/21: Carrie Livernois, Debby Nikkari
1/28: Trish Lewis, TBA

Readers
1/21: Sharon Hutchinson
1/28: Christa Carroll

Greeters/Ushers
1/21: Trish Lewis & Louise Jensen
1/28: Nancy Matthews

Fellowship Time Hosts
1/21: Caroline Potter & Olga Virgil
2/4: Effa Sullivan

Pastor: Heidi Chamberlain
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Deborah Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Pastor’s Office Hours [Parsonage Office]: Monday 3:00 – 5:00 pm; Tuesday 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org
Pastor Heidi: pastorheidi@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
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