
Date: March 19, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: My Shepherd will Supply My Need S. William Flynn

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Be Thou My Vision     No. 451

Call to Worship: Psalm 23 UMH 754

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

Scripture:
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16: 1-13
Second Reading: Ephesians 5: 8-14

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us     No. 381

Gospel Reading: John 9: 1-41

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Last of the Abraham Story
When we left off, Abraham and Sarah just had Isaac!
And the family was very happy. Hagar, the servant of Sarah and her 14 year old child Ishmael were
asked to leave the area, which is sad. But, they moved away and became good at living in the
desert. It is said they moved back to Egypt, where Hagar came from. God looked out for them.
God and Abraham had a good relationship. One story even tells of Abraham bargaining with God
over the fate of a city called Sodom. But the people there were not good, so God delayed sending
judgment on the city, and Abraham helped rescue his nephew Lot.



There is a strange thing that happens in Abraham’s relationship with God. Despite all these
adventures, and all the sacrificing Abraham does, God asks for one more sacrifice.
At this time, some cultures believed in something really difficult to understand: asking someone to
give up their life to a God. And God asked Abraham to offer up his son Isaac as a sacrifice.
Abraham didn’t want to, but he had a very close relationship with God. He didn’t know what to do.
So Abraham told Sarah a half truth, and got ready to have Isaac give his life back to God. But
mercifully, angels came to Abraham and told him not to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, that it was a test of
faith. God did not require the death of Abraham’s son.
After many years, Sarah died, and Abraham married again. He had more children, and saw Isaac
get married to Rebekah. He even got to meet his grandkids, Jacob and Esau. He finally died and
went back to God at the age of 175, leaving many children behind, and living up to his name.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Seeing with our hearts
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
Don’t judge a book by its cover
Beauty is only skin deep
You’ve probably heard these phrases before. You might’ve even quoted them to your family at some
point, when they said something they probably shouldn’t have. Or brought someone home for a
family dinner that you may not have approved of. You may wonder, “why are we so superficial
sometimes? Why does my son or daughter make poor decisions when choosing partners?”
Do you remember how you were put into groups in gym class in grade school? I do. It was either
“count off” or “you two, you’re team leaders. Take turns choosing your teammates.” Let me tell you, I
feared the second option. I may be tall, but I am not competitive. There is something so
anxiety-inducing about having someone size you up to decide if you’ll be on their team or not. They
might choose based on your size, your personality, your popularity, or your appearance. Maybe on
mercy. This judging someone’s value based on appearance is often ingrained in us at a young age.
How does God choose who he will have on his team? Who he will send as a messenger?
Character. God doesn’t do that gym class trick where the most shy people get picked last. God
picks people to be prophets and messengers based on something we don’t always see. Notice:the
more you get to know someone with good character, the more beautiful they become. Perhaps
nursing homes aren't the places where companies go to look for their next models. They usually
look for young, typically youthful, stereotypically beautiful people. But we still go visit nursing homes
and hospitals. Why? We might say “because beautiful people are there.” Kind, interesting, wise,
bright people. And on the flip side of this, the more you get to know a pretty person who you don’t
share much in common with, the less attracted you become to them. This is a great reason to get to
know someone before you attempt to enter into a relationship with them.
Now, if you’re worried, I have a thought: Good character doesn’t have to be something you’re born
into and raised into having. I have known people with rough starts who I think have wonderful
character. I personally think people are born ‘good’. I suppose that’s not very Calvinist of me, but I
am not Calvinist. (haha)
I believe we’re born good, but with broken character. Deprived of the full goodness of God, but not
totally depraved. I think we can all attest to some measurable “likeable-ness”, even in people we do
not care for. Even tough guys seem to love their pet dogs. Even the girls we didn’t get along with in
school had stuffed animals that they loved. So how do some people end up more whole than
others?



Help from solid friends and family will give us that head start to form a better character. The better
our role models and mentors, the better off we are.
What helps continue development is having a strong set of morals and self awareness.
Being self aware does wonders. It can be uncomfortable to practice, because it means admitting to
yourself where you need to grow, and where you’re doing well. It can be just as hard to admit where
we are at fault as it is to recognise where we’re doing well. So what is the next step after being more
self aware?
Self discipline.
The Pharisees had morals, strong teachings, and some awareness. But they justified problems in
society instead of having the discipline to correct them. The law could be used to justify their
decisions.
“Thomas Aquinas: Any law that uplifts human personality is just. Any law that degrades human
personality is unjust.” senate.gov So perhaps laws were legal by the book, but were they just?
We have to discern with our hearts, and evaluate actions even if our conclusion goes against law.
And if it does, might it still be okay?
So, the problem in our reading: Jesus healed on Sabbath.
And if we cross reference this with Mark 2:27, we see God’s answer: Sabbath made for Man, not
man for Sabbath.
The Pharisees are seeing evidence of a man of God, they see the healings, the good being done.
But it’s challenging their norms. Upholding law is not the problem, but rather upholding the law over
God– that is the problem.
Even if God helped create the Law, the law is being valued more than the Creator. Is the man made
for Law, or the Law for man?
Samuel's example from today’s reading is a good one for what judging based on character should
look like: Samuel listened to God, and God provided, despite God’s world going against social
norms. Why choose the youngest brother to be king?
Follow intuitions, if at all possible. God works through unlikely means. Some of our reformers were
bravely entering new territory! And it transformed the faith of thousands. Some of it fell apart.
Broken human nature will still peek through.
In fact, many of the Reformations turned into wars.
David may have been the best pick of the boys, but he still messed up.
The Pharisees still killed Jesus.
But so many people’s lives were changed for the better in the process.
We don’t know whose lives will change by us becoming better people, and better Christians.
The man who gained his eyesight was driven from the synagogue, but gained a closer relationship
with Jesus. He did not have to know all the laws to be accepted by his savior, he just had to believe
the truth. Even if it cost him his position.
You do not have to be whole, beautiful, intelligent, or perfect to be seen and loved.
But we are called by the one who loves us to be forgiving, merciful, humble, patient, and kind.
So, beautiful people, who do you rely on? Who will you allow to be on your team, who might you
exercise more patience with? The truth is there, below the skin.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881



Offertory:  Lenten Prayer     Brian Glyncannon

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: O Christ, the Healer    No. 265

Closing Prayer: Discerner of hearts, you look beneath our outward appearance and see your image
in each of us. Banish in us the blindness that prevents us from recognizing truth, so we may see the
world through your eyes and with the compassion of Jesus Christ who redeems us. Amen.

Postlude: Prelude in G Minor     J. S. Bach

Benediction:
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