
Date: March 12, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah No. 127

Call to Worship: Psalm 95 UMH 814

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

Scripture:
First Reading: Exodus 17: 1-7
Second Reading: Romans 5: 1-11

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Christ is the World's Light     No. 188

Gospel Reading: John 4: 5-42

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Story of Abraham, Part 2

After Abram reaffirms his covenant with God, God gives him a new name. Abraham. From “High
Father” or Lord, to “Father of many nations”. And Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah. Hers means
princess. Do your parents ever call you different names, sometimes? I think names have power.
When I was in trouble, sometimes my mom or dad would call me by my first and middle name.

I think God renamed them, to establish that God was doing a new thing with them. So Abraham and
Sarah had made friends with some of the surrounding people, because Abraham rescued Lot and
returned stolen treasures from the battles. They lived in this new land, but there was a problem.
Sarah couldn’t have kids. How were they going to be the parents of many generations if they
couldn't have kids?

Sarah asked her servant Hagar to have kids instead, which she did. Ishmael was born from
Abraham and Hagar.

But 13 years later, when Abraham was 99, God said that he and Sarah were going to have a child.
Sarah laughed, but at the age of 90, she was said to have Isaac. Which means “he laughs”.

Abraham and Sarah had many encounters with local people, including another incident where
Sarah was taken again, Abraham prays for the king who took her, and Abraham saves a local city
by bargaining with God not to destroy it. That’s all for today!

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Spirit Moving II
Is the Lord among us or not?
We're less than halfway through Lent. How are things going for you?
I have found myself really struggling with fasting, sometimes. But my relationship with God is
certainly much stronger in this period. Not many days do I sit and wonder if there is a God.
Though I will admit.
Somedays, I wonder if God is as active as we seem to hear. We say "the spirit is moving"!  And then
I wonder: where? How?
Sometimes, we really just need examples.
Last week, I encouraged us to be less discerning who we share God with, because we don't know
what difference it could make in someone's life.
This week, I was talking with someone who shared a personal miracle with me. It brought tears to
my eyes, as I said in my heart "God really is moving." Let it not be said "where is your God?"
This week, I also met with a new minister in the town of Potsdam. He and his family have moved up
here for a limited time, and felt that the church in Potsdam was the place to land. After hearing his
story, and sharing a bit of my own, I discovered: we have some things in common. This man I know
almost nothing about, who just met me that day, we share something. A love for Christ. A true desire
to follow God, wherever that leads us. I left that office feeling like my soul was filled.
Again, this past week, I met another new local pastor, and we both studied at the same seminary.
How he found his way up here without having been raised up here like I was, I have no idea yet. But
perhaps it's just a coincidence.
My eyes feel like they've been forced open: the spirit IS moving all around.
So how come we ask if the Lord is among us?



We heard it from Exodus.
God JUST helped lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt. And then, the people run into trouble.
Thirst is serious, I empathize with the people. But how quickly doubt set in. They tested the Lord
saying "Is the Lord among us or not?"
God does find a solution for them. And I'm sure their faith was reaffirmed after the water came from
the rock.
What causes you to test God?
Is it relationships with your family? Is it physical pain? Is it emotional turmoil?
I wonder, if sometimes we don't even realize we are doubting the Lord's presence in our life until we
really feel it in a new way.
John Wesley was that way. He was a priest for a number of years before he felt his life changed by
the Spirit at the meeting at Aldersgate. John was beginning to wonder if he could even be a priest,
before God reached out to him in a new way. From there, he went on to serve and uplift countless
people in the name of Jesus.
Have we been like this? Knowing something is missing, but not able to articulate it?
Recently, I was at a Lenten worship service in Massena. I lamented having to go, because it means
being in Massena from 8-8 on a Wednesday. But I did not account for the possibility that that
worship service, Taizé, would feed me spiritually. As I closed my eyes to sing the familiar songs from
seminary, I could feel my soul being filled from the inside out. I didn't realize how far from God I was
before I entered that service.
And what's the theme behind all these examples? We don't find God, share God, rely on God all by
ourselves. What others sew, we reap. What we reap, others will sew. Precisely what Jesus says in
this John 4 passage.
Notice: even after Jesus accented to her remark about the Messiah, she immediately says "he
cannot be the Messiah, can he?" Right after he reveals who he is.
Perhaps God is hidden in plain sight. 35 minutes away on a Wednesday night. 5 minutes away by
foot. In that book on your shelf. In your patient wrestling with this season of denial.
And what's even more amazing about these God encounters, is they reveal God to others as well.
Jesus talks with this woman, she proclaims this mystery even if she can't fully understand it. And the
people who hear her believe. And then believe even more after hearing and seeing Jesus
themselves.
Perhaps they forgot after he left, like we all do from time to time.  But I'd like to think something
changed in that time. I would love to be able to live an entire day without the impact of Christ feeling
lessened by the weight of the world. But the only way to do that is to strengthen what faith I have.
For us, we can pray. We can fast, we can give. We can read scripture, we can attend worship. We
can learn about our history, our tradition, and sometimes it grounds us. Sometimes it wakes us up
and reminds us not to settle: keep searching for the working of the spirit. Sometimes that means
exploring your faith tradition or expression. Practice speaking about the wonders of it, so we never
let miracles go unappreciated or unnoticed.
God doesn't need our worship, or our sowing and reaping. But for our sake, he offers it to those who
love God. And that is the most fulfillment in life we will find.
So keep searching. Keep a journal of God's blessings if you must. For the Lord God is among us.
And we must testify to that.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881



Offertory:

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Christ is the World's Light     No. 188

Closing Prayer: God of the covenant, in the glory of the cross your Son embraced the power
of death and broke its hold over your people. In this time of repentance, draw all people to
yourself, that we who confess Jesus as Lord may put aside the deeds of death and accept
the life of your kingdom. Amen.

Postlude:

Benediction:
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