
Date: March 5, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Voluntary in D Minor     William Walond (1725-1770)

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns     No. 327

Call to Worship: Psalm 121 UMH 844

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

Scripture: Genesis 12: 1-4a
Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17

Response:  The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God

*Hymn: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross     No. 301

Gospel Reading: John 3: 1-17

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Abraham story part 1
Do you know the story of Abraham?
It’s a long story, so we’ll do part 1 today.
A long long time ago, There was a man named Noah who had to build a boat. God was going to
send some big rains to wash away the problems on the earth.
Noah's family lived in a big boat during the rain storm.



You know what else was on the boat?
Animals of every kind.
The story goes that Noah's family was the only family to be saved, and they continued to have
families. Abraham was one of Noah's descendants.
But when we're introduced to Abraham, he has a different name. It's Abram.
And Abram was born in what is modern day Iraq. But God spoke to him. God told Abram to leave
home, and go west to the land of Canaan! Which is modern day Israel.
So he did! He brought his wife Sarai, and nephew Lot with him. The new land was supposed to be
very good for farming, but was in drought when they got there.
So the family went down to Egypt, and survived there until they could go back up to Canaan. There
were many troubles for Abram on his journey, such as Pharaoh taking Sarai away (they got her
back), Lot having to part ways over animal herding issues, and a couple local wars! Even Lot was
stolen away for a time, but Abram got him back and made peace with the king. After the local wars,
Abram reaffirmed the covenant with God. Abram sacrificed a number of animals, which was
common at that time, and did his best to listen to God. God spoke with him again and gave him
even more specific instructions on how to keep the covenant.
As a part of this reaffirmation, Abraham and Sarah had their names changed by God when
Abraham was 99! And shortly after that, Sarah had her first child, Issac.
That's where we’ll pause for today.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: “Spirit Change”
Are you ever in church on a Sunday morning, in your usual seat, listening to the pastor or the
reader, and thinking "we've done this already"
"I don't want to read the Creed again, we say it every week, I don't want to sing this song, we sang it
last month…"
And maybe you wonder: why do we do this?
Other times, you're sitting in your pew. You hear something from the New Testament reading, and
you get goosebumps. You can viscerally feel the Spirit moving around you. And you think "is this
God? Because this could go on forever and I wouldn't mind."
Somehow, we're in the middle of both of those. We know we need to gather together to worship, but
it's the same familiar pattern. It's amazing that God can work through this each and every time we're
here. Kinda makes you wish church was every day, doesn't it?
Let's say somehow we did gather more often. And somehow, each and every time we started
feeling that spiritual connection. I have hopes that lives would be transformed, and it would flow right
out into the world.
But here's my observation: how quickly we forget what has changed our lives.
I got to meet my niece for the first time a couple days ago. I really have no experience with babies,
but I was delighted to hold this happy 3 month old girl. Especially since she's family, blood relatives
or not. And when talking with her mama, I realized: how the pain, the sleepless nights, the tears, the
worry for this dear child has faded away into the past. The body heals, the mind recovers. The baby
grows. Praise God moms and dads are so resilient.



We're like this, too. As Christians, we profess God in Christ. We hold this faith, deep and true, way
down in our hearts. We are creations of God. Made to love. Made by love. And we see modern
miracles, we praise God, then let it leave our minds.
How quickly we forget the things beyond ourselves.
I empathize with Nicodemus. Late, so nobody sees him. In a quiet voice.
"Lord. We know you're of God. You're doing miracles that are from God."
As soon as the people see, they forget. They justify, or file away this miraculous light that they just
witnessed.
There is Jesus, with a Jewish faith leader, so close to a breakthrough. "You KNOW I'm of God. But
unless you have faith, the law, and the spirit, you won't get far. And right now, faith is in front of you.
You've seen, now believe. "
I know each and everyone of us has seen the spirit working. How can we forget? How can we file
miracles away?
I suppose it's how our brains preserve themselves. But if we truly let the Spirit work and we process
the absolute humbling wonder it is that Jesus came in flesh, I do not think we could stop talking
about it. I picture the people healed by Jesus. They want to follow him, but he tells them to "go, tell
your villages".
The law is there, because our minds can grasp it. The 10 commandments are there, so we have a
bare bones moral compass. I hope we would have those inclinations anyway, even without the
guidance of the 10 commandments.
But the spirit is beyond description. Jesus describes it like the wind. We can see that it moves by
how it interacts with others. But we can't always predict where and when it will come.
Jesus changed some things, because he was able to be a physical reminder of God's faithfulness.
And, Christ has a relationship with the Holy Spirit that we do not have. Christ was able to send the
Holy Spirit, but was also baptized by the Holy Spirit.
The best we can do is to be baptized. But when we have strong faith, we are able to ask things of
God and they will be granted. Friends, have you ever had a prayer answered? I believe this is
something that we cannot take lightly. I know that our bodies work to heal themselves, so
sometimes we cannot remember all of the things that happened to us. And often that is merciful. But
I think we should be better about exclaiming when the spirit works in our lives. I do believe in
chance, but I also know that there are so many things we can chalk up to chance that cannot be. At
a clergy gathering this past Thursday, I heard a story about a pastor that retired suddenly, and did
not know who would fill her shoes. That same month, a pastor in a completely different state felt a
call to come and pastor churches up here.  Our new Bishop has come to Northern New York, at a
time such as now. And let me assure you, he is the man for the job. Unless we can see God
working, and describe this to other people, and remember this for future generations to come, We
may feel like our relationship with God is stale. Those days of doubt will feel stronger, and some
days we may even doubt the existence of God altogether.
For a group of people who have claimed that God has changed our lives, and that we have seen the
spirit working, I think we can do better.
What holds you back from living as if the Spirit has come upon you? I encourage us, do not be as
discerning as we might feel we need to be when you mention your faith. I know having faith isn't
popular these days. I know you'll get weird looks sometimes. But these words we share are not our
words. They're borrowed words. And they are deeper in our beings than we can imagine.



As we continue through Lent, look for where we can sing of God's praises. Where can we share the
good news? Where can we affirm the miraculous moving of the Holy Spirit, and not let it go?
For if we believe in Christ, we have everything.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Offertory on "Mercy"  Louis M. Gottschalk     arr. Gordon Young

Doxology UMH    94

Holy Communion UMH   12

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn: I Know Whom I Have Believed     No. 714

Closing Prayer: God of wilderness and water, your Son was baptized and tempted as we are.
Guide us through this season, that we may not avoid struggle, but open ourselves to
blessing, through the cleansing depths of repentance and the heaven-rending words of the
Spirit. Amen.

Postlude: Chaconne     Gordon Young

Benediction:
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