
Date: February 26, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Will You Come and Follow Me      arr. David Maxwell

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Jesus, Tempted in the Dessert FWS  No. 2105

Call to Worship: Psalm 32  UMH 766

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that,
as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to
us today. Amen.

Scripture:
Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7
Romans 5: 12-19

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Take time to Be Holy     No. 395

Gospel Reading:     Matthew 4: 1-11

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: What is Lent?
The church has seasons, much like we have four seasons. We have a few more, though! Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Season after Pentecost.

Lent and Advent (they sound similar!) are similar seasons!
They are both penitential seasons.



That’s a funny word. What does penitential mean?
It means it’s similar to repentance. And repentance means being sorry.

Lent is a time to reflect on our behavior and be sorry. And this season is 40 days!
Why do we need 40 days to be sorry?
Well, it’s tradition. 40 is a number used a lot in the Bible!

Maybe now you are sorry for some of the things you do. But when you get to be an adult, you are
often feeling a little sorry for things you do. It can be a big problem when we can’t forgive others,
and a big problem when we can’t forgive ourselves, So this season, we ask God to forgive us.

Part of Lent is praying more. Connecting ourselves to God is a sure way to be able to hear his voice
more clearly. Part of Lent is fasting. Fasting is a funny word to mean “saying no” to certain things we
usually say yes to. Some Christians don’t eat meat for the next 40 days! Some don’t eat meat on
Fridays. Some Christians give up sweets, or social media, or certain habits! It’s giving up something
we like, so we can focus on God a little clearer. It gets easy to let our habits and likes distract us
from God! Sometimes giving them up, even only for a few weeks, allows us to focus on God more.
And the other part of Lent is “Almsgiving”. Alms comes from Greek, meaning mercy. It means our
hearts should be open to giving more than we usually do. That can mean financially, but it also can
mean our time with others, or physical gifts. It just means we recognize what we have.

So Lent has a lot packed into it! The penitential seasons won’t last forever, but it is good to try to pay
attention to the church year. Three parts to Lent? Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Lead us not into temptation, part 2
Question for us. Can we be tempted by good things?
At first, the word temptation seems like it means only bad things.
Tempted by sinful things, such as affairs, or illegal drugs, or saying unkind things.
But as soon as we think of bad things we can be tempted by, we realize: there are lots of good
things we can be tempted by.
That’s a strange thought, at first.
It's easier to picture this dynamic in the season of Lent, if you're fasting.
Wine in itself is not a bad thing, but wine when consumed to excess is a bad thing.
Brownie sundaes are very good things, but when we have one every night, they are not a good
thing. It's our health that would suffer, even if our mouth and our brain are happy.
Taking vacation days is a GREAT thing, but when being tempted to call off work to sleep in starts
happening, that is not really a good thing. Virtues and vices are a sliding scale, if you talk with
Aristotle.
This means: temptation is relative. It is more about our relationship to an item that can cause the
problem, rather than the item or action itself.
The things we give up for Lent aren’t bad, but the practice of giving them up for 40 days is good
because it draws us closer to God. A temptation is to give in to these normal practices, because
we’re used to them! But temptations don’t have to be grave sin. Temptations can just be curiosity,
like Adam and Eve. Don’t do that ONE thing, and now that’s all you want to do.
Jesus in the desert wasn’t tempted with very sinful things; but he was tempted through the wrong
means of acquiring them. Satan had his hand in Jesus’ temptation, just like in Adam and Eve’s.
Though our original parents gave in. Jesus did not.



So what does that tell you about temptation?
Friends, I think there are some things in our culture and society that aren’t inherently sinful, but can
be used to lead us into temptation.
It is wise to be careful what media we consume, what kinds of things influence us on our journeys.
Our political leanings and disgust with inequity can cause us to post or say some unpleasant things.
Having political leanings is not bad. Having opinions is actually good! Being disturbed and moved
into action by inequality and injustice is what we are asked to do by God himself.
And we are to act on that in appropriate ways. Gauge the needs in a community, and find ways to
address them. Work with what we have, not what we wish we had. Working together is always a
good plan, and perhaps some of the needs can be addressed just by a singular caring heart!
Writing a letter to the family you don't know, but that just lost their child, is a Christian thing.
However, writing scathing letters to political candidates is not always helpful; constructive criticism is
a bit more helpful. Posting unpleasant memes and photos bashing people you disagree with is likely
not a very Christian thing to do. Jesus does call Herod a fox in Luke chapter 13, but that was in
regards to the Pharisees' attempting to stop Jesus’s healings. The plans of man should not disrupt
the righteousness of God.
Even the practice of church could be a temptation: we might need to reflect occasionally what brings
us here! Are we here out of habit? Are we here to praise God? Both? Are we here just for social
gatherings? And social gatherings are great. But our hearts should be uplifted to God when we
gather at this place at this time. It’s a work in progress, but we must work at it.
I perceive a temptation in this day, to say that we are almost “beyond Christ”. Almost as if to say
“who needs the teachings of Jesus Christ, when they are outdated, and we can do better?”
Our desire to help the world, and to help or accommodate others can allow for us to miss the first
commandment: Love the Lord your God.
If we think loving our neighbor is the exact same thing as loving God, then I think we’ve missed
something. I have seen sincere love of people fall into disregard for God. I believe that love of
others is not complete, unless it is grounded in God. Because God first loved us. All love emanates
and reflects from the creator. Even accommodation of another can be a temptation, when it is not
shown in the light of God. While mercy is important, try to imagine a world with no accountability
before forgiveness?
We must not be tempted to give into the mindset of sacrificing our faith for others’ comfort. We
cannot love “beyond Christ”-- we can only follow Jesus to the best of our ability in this day and age.
We must withstand temptation to tell others what the will of God is, when we can’t fully comprehend
it.
I remind us again, ‘temptation’ can quote scripture. The devil quotes scripture at Jesus to try to
tempt Jesus to put God to the test.
Our faith may need to be lived out simply, doing justice, loving mercy, walking humbly with God.
(Micah 6:8) But we need to be wise and discerning to what is actually of God. If it looks like a
temptation, and feels like a temptation, it might be one in that situation.
So I’m challenging us this Lent: be extra aware of your temptations. Show God that we’ve grown
since the temptation of Adam and Eve, and that in Christ we are made new. My favorite philosopher
said that Christianity worth following is not easy.

Where else can you resist the temptations of the world? Where can we repent for the times we’ve
fallen short? Christ has set the example. Let us follow.



Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Meditation on "O Store Gud"   arr. Douglas E. Wagner

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Be Still My Soul    No. 534

Closing Prayer:
God of mercy,
Your word was the sure defense of Jesus in his time of testing. Minister to us in the
wilderness of our temptation, that we who have been set free from sin by Christ may serve
you well into life everlasting. Amen.

Postlude: Prelude in E Minor         J. S. Bach

Benediction:
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