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Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: I Feel the Winds of God Today     Darwin Wohlford

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair No. 258

Call to Worship: Psalm 99 UMH 819

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

Scripture:
Exodus 24: 12-18
2 Peter   1: 16-21

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Every Time I Feel the Spirit     No. 404

Gospel Reading:    Matthew 17: 1-9

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Words from Who?
Do you ever hear passages at church, and think “that was weird”. I do. This book we read from?
Parts of it are THOUSANDS of years old. And there are different kinds of stories in this book!
One of the interesting things about the book is that it’s written about God and people. But it’s written
by people! God doesn’t really write books. Though the people who wrote parts of the bible consulted
God often, they were still flawed people.



Prophets are people who often speak on behalf of God, and someone writes down their words for
future reference.
But even if the prophets' words are strange, or the examples they use are hard to understand, we
have to consider the source they come from. Prophetic words come from God, so we must take
them seriously.
Today, we don’t hear prophecies like people did back then. But when people speak, when they tell
you things, It’s wise to consider the source. Is it from mom? Teacher? Friend? From someone who
loves God? It’s always good to keep sources in mind.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Extraordinary in the Ordinary
I was talking with someone recently, and they were mentioning how they wonder why God doesn’t
reveal himself anymore like he used to.
We know the stories. The flood and the ark, the destruction of towns, the pillar of fire and smoke in
the desert, the parting of the sea. Even the plagues.
Or God revealing himself through the prophets like he used to. Elijah raised a child from the dead.
He was assumed into heaven by a fiery chariot. Prophets had great faith, and heard God talking to
them. Moses. Samuel. Jacob wrestled God.
It seems our experience of God has changed over the years, and leaves some of us wondering:
where is God?
Where do you see God? I see God in worship services. In weddings. In confirmation classes, in
funerals. In family gatherings, on a walk. Sometimes I even see God in things such as pets, a music
score, a great cup of tea and a comfy chair, and rain on a window pane.
The highlight of my sermon is this: God works through what we know.
God works to reveal himself through what we know. God works through what we know because God
created everything. We share some of the same substance with our pet cat, as with our mug of tea,
as with our comfy chair. But God might not work through our world in the ways we read about in
Genesis and Exodus: Jesus changes that relationship. God in human form, Jesus's mission to
earth, fulfills the law, and forever changes our relationship to God. No one comes to the Father
except through me. John 14:6
Since Jesus is a fulfillment of the Law, I believe he changes the relationship we have with God,
because he is God experiencing what it is like to be human. And as people, we can do a lot! We are
imaginative, artistic, organized, legalistic, intelligent. We have a lot going for us. We're also limited.
For example, try thinking of an entirely new color. One not even remotely related to the colors we
have now.
Famous author Terry Prachett describes Octarine, the color of magic and imagination. The joke is,
he can't describe it, because we can't think of it. We can't picture it. We are limited.
God works through what we know now: God has to, to be able to speak to us. So if we're looking for
something "beyond", how will we be able to handle it? We can't even discover all the intricacies of
our own world, let alone another realm. God works in the cloud for the transfiguration, because
clouds are something we know. Clouds were significant for ancient people, a shroud for mystery. A
fitting cover for a hill God; often mountains have clouds near the top! So the transfiguration, as
extraordinary as it was, was done in ways and with substances that we're familiar with.
And who did Jesus talk to? Did he talk with unnamed angels? Did he talk with flaming wheels with
eyes? No! It's Moses and Elijah. God talks with those we know. God wants us to have people we



know to look up to. That's part of the reason Saints are so venerated in certain Christian traditions.
God speaks to and through people. We often call them prophets.
When is the last time you've heard a prophet speak?
If you say "every time I read my Bible!" Let's be friends. (Haha)
I think there are lots of prophetic voices in our time. MLKJ was for sure one. Keep your eyes peeled,
God works through many people. I am just not sure we'll see a Moses any time soon, because we
had a Jesus: The spirit is upon us personally. We have a duty that maybe the people from the time
before Jesus weren't as clear on. So it's not that we don’t see God anymore: we just do not always
see God in the way portrayed in the book we read.
But we still see God around us, and we can still see miraculous healings. I think miraculous healings
and exorcisms are the two most common miracles after Jesus gets here. We don't necessarily hear
about waters parting, or bread from heaven as often these days. But we hear about miraculous
healings sometimes. Friends, I can't say I've ever seen one in person. But I have trouble not
believing people when they tell me their stories. The cancer is gone. The clot is gone. The person's
eyesight improves. The grief lessens over time. The addict gets a second try at life.
If you ask me why some people get healed, and some don't, I have no answers. But I do know how
we live our lives and embrace our death has an awful lot to do with how we love God.
I suppose we can't expect any great big signs from God of his working in this world, but we must
look at the little things and cling to our faith. For the little things truly are great. In a tuned piano, a
working organ. In the food on our tables. In having enough. In the joy of friends and coffee shops. In
the loud yelling of a cat, and in a shirt that fits just right. Or even in the greater miracles that seem
like coincidence: being in the right place at the right time. Being able to ring the bell announcing that
you are cancer free. Finding a place to stay on your road trip, so you don't fall asleep at the wheel.
God uses things like bells, beds, and black tea to speak to us, if we listen and watch.
So in this Transfiguration Sunday, we look at the miracle of the mundane. God uses people, a
mountain, and the cover of a cloud to reveal his unimaginable glory.
God uses the means of what we know, to reveal his plan for the world.
For our sake.
Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  O Living Breath of God    Swedish folk tune   arr. David Maxwell

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;



People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Christ is the World's Light     No. 188

Closing Prayer: Holy God, mighty and immortal,
you are beyond our knowing,
yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ,
whose compassion illumines the world.
Transform us into the likeness of the love of Christ,
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity,
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Postlude: Sortie       Richard Knight

Benediction:
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Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY

Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

mailto:info@potsdamumc.org
http://www.potsdamumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
mailto:pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

