
Date: February 5, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: More Love to Thee, O Christ  Mark Hayes, arr. Marvin Gaspard

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Gather Us In  FWS     No. 2236

Call to Worship: Psalm 112 UMH 833

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

Scripture:
1st Reading:   Isaiah 58: 1-12
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2: 1-16

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Pass It On     No. 572

Gospel Reading:    Matthew 5: 13-20

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Helpers
For Christians, sometimes we need a little help being reminded to be good people. The disciples
had Jesus with them to help correct them, and verbally guide them: follow me!
But for us today, sometimes we need prompts. Some people attend church daily, some people get
tattoos. Some people wear rings, or metals, or crosses. Sometimes we put pins in our car.



Sometimes we carry beads. I encourage you, if you ever find yourself not thinking like a Christian,
maybe try one of those practices to see if it helps keep you close to Jesus.
Choral Anthem

SERMON: Two fold: faith and works

Faith Without Works Is Dead– James 2: 14-26

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says
to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are
needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead.
18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without [a]your
works, and I will show you my faith by [b]my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do
well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith
without works is [c]dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac
his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works
faith was made [d]perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God,
and it was [e]accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see
then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers
and sent them out another way?
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
What did you think of that passage? Could you tell where that was from?
The book of James is contentious. James is one of the books in the new testament that rarely
mentions the name of Christ, and therefore makes some early Christian reformers uncomfortable. In
fact, it was Martin Luther, the famous 1500s reformer, founder of Protestantism, who said “Therefore
St James’ epistle is really an epistle of straw, compared to these others, for it has nothing of the
nature of the Gospel about it.”
However, I really think this book has something at the heart of it.
If you’re wondering why I am talking about the book of James, when we didn’t read from James
today, I confess: it’s the first thing that came to my mind after the Isaiah reading, and again after the
Matthew 5 reading.
Martin Luther was critiquing the Christianity of his time that was hyper focused on works, and the
power of works that would get you into heaven. Often, these works had to do with money, and not
the kind of things we read about in Isaiah 58: 1-12. So when Martin Luther read a letter about doing
works, I think it’s understandable that he reacted negatively. And indeed, we can thank Luther for
helping reform the church.
My question is: how are we doing? How are we doing, church?
Some days are better than others.
In all honesty, I disagree with Luther on his critique of James. I do not think James is contradicting
Paul, and for sure James is not saying “by works only will we get into heaven.” Perhaps that was a
fear before the Council of Trent, but I think this idea of faith without works as dead is very
scripturally supported.
Let’s look at the notion of fasting, as talked about in Isaiah. It seems appropriate, as we start to
descend into Lent. What is the problem with fasting in this passage? It is not being done with the
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right intent. God says through the mouth of the prophet, “look, you serve your own interests on the
fast day, and oppress your workers! You quarrel and fight.” How is that supposed to share the name
of God?
To be able to fast properly, we have to know why we do it. To humble oneself, is what the passage
suggests. But it is also to grow closer to God. I would say, we have to humble ourselves TO grow
closer to God.
Then the passage gives us some suggestions. It does not say “host a better bible study!” It does not
say “yell louder in your prayers, God can’t hear you!”
The voice of the prophet says “Is this not the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to let
the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?”
That seems… like a work, doesn’t it? Faith without works is dead.
However, if we think that just doing these good deeds without the need to develop an internal will
get us far, we are mistaken. That’s part of what Luther protested that I agree with. Works alone will
not nourish a relationship with God.
What happens when we break the yoke? What happens when we stop pointing the finger? If we
offer food to the hungry? Assist the afflicted?
“Your light shall rise out of the darkness; the Lord will guide you continually.”
That is an amazing promise. That develops our faith, if we let it. It is not enough to just believe in
God’s existence: that is what makes Jesus say “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” We need to believe
enough to act. And it is not enough to act without knowing why we do what we do: good deeds for
selfish gain are not really what pleases the heart of God.
God rejoices in us: we are said, amazingly, to be the Light of the World. Us! Every person in this
room. And what does Jesus say? “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. It’s really a both-and situation.
Jesus comes not to make excuses for us, but to fulfill an unfinished promise. To uphold the law that
was made for us, to HELP us keep in the covenant with God.
Christ is trying to teach us to be like him: a teacher, AND a healer. We are bestowed the Spirit, so
we even have the ability. We just need to have the faith and discipline to do the works. Works
should not be separable from faith.
So let's examine ourselves: how are we upholding both faith and works?
As a church body we can think of some examples. And how about personally? I often feel like I’m
falling short on that front: the world makes it so hard to want, to trust, to encourage something as
bold as bringing the homeless into your house.
So perhaps that’s where a body of Christ in a Church building comes in handy: we can work
together to problem solve. As long as we truly act, and not just espouse helpful ideas with no follow
through. If we put up a sign, we better act on it. If we shout it from the rooftops, we better live it in
our own lives.
James does echo the teachings of Christ, when we look at the Matthew 5 passage, among others.
But that doesn’t make our job any easier, just clearer. May we feel inspired, even challenged by
what we heard today. For the Lord continually guides us, and our light begs to shine forth in the
darkness. Start small, ideas and nudges speak volumes. Donating where your heart leads you to
donate is freeing. Being willing to be delayed for the sake of a conversation is a gift (even if it
constantly makes you a minute late.) Writing that card that has been on your mind for 3 months,
passing your lunch to the man at the traffic stop asking for food. There are so many ways to let



others see your light through your good works. And best of all, this gives back to our Father in
Heaven. Keep on shining church. Your faith is shown in your works, and your work is done in faith.
Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  No Shade So Rare   G. F. Handel

Doxology UMH    94

Holy Communion UMH   12

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn: Help Us Accept Each Other     No. 560

Closing Prayer: O God of light, your searching Spirit reveals and illumines your presence in
creation.  Shine your radiant holiness into our lives, that we may offer our hands and hearts
to your work: to heal and shelter, to feed and clothe, to break every yoke and silence evil
tongues. Amen

Postlude:  Postlude on 'St. George's Windsor' George J. Elvey, arr. Jason D. Payne

Benediction: (From the back of the church)
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