
Date: January 29, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Jesus Loves Me      William B Bradbury, arr. Charles Callahan

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Lord, You Give the Great Commission No. 584

Call to Worship: Psalm 15 UMH 747

Prayer of Illumination: May the reading of these ancient words, through the moving of the
spirit, stir our hearts to action, and guide our lives to seek greater clarity.

Scripture:
1st Reading Micah 6: 1-8
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Make Me a Channel of Your Peace     FWS No. 2171

Gospel Reading:     Matthew 5: 1-12

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Answer me!

Have you been in class before, and something really bad has happened. Maybe a number of
students have forgotten to do their homework, and the teacher is a little upset. The teacher might
ask big questions, and wait for answers.



But if she doesn't call on a specific person, maybe the classroom gets quiet.
Sometimes when someone is really upset the response is silence.
I remember getting into a fight once with my significant other, and instead of talking back, he just
gave me time to calm down. It was later when he handed me a little paper heart that I burst into
tears.
Sometimes, not speaking is a way to answer back.
In the Micah passage, God is tired of the silence of his people. They had been burning offerings,
hoping the smoke would reach God's nose, but they were dishonoring the people he loved. So he
treats their gifts as silence.
So God speaks through the mouth of the Prophet Micah, and tells people that he doesn't want their
gifts if they can't treat other people well. God wants us to answer this time.
So how do we answer God? God says how we can answer his call: do justice, love kindness, and
walk humbly.
Let's go back out into the world and practice our answers.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Sermon: Counter Cultural
There's a label that I'm often afraid of being called: I worry it's because I secretly identify with it. The
label is called 'hipster.' A hipster is someone who follows trends that are outside of the cultural
mainstream.
An example of this might be someone who wears thick rimmed glasses, beanies, Hawaiian shirts,
and drinks a lot of organic teas. Sometimes hipsters are labeled as "ironic" people, and can have
sarcastic attitudes. They make fun of the "normal" members of society.
But a big draw to the hipster lifestyle is being "counter cultural" as a personality trait.
To be able to be counter cultural, you need to have an idea of what culture is, at this point. What are
some of the trademarks of culture today?  If you say an addiction to cell phones, you're not wrong.
But electronics are an easy target. What are some other trademarks of modern culture?  Low rise,
wide leg jeans are coming back. Crop tops are back. Not owning your own house, but living in
apartment buildings is really common. Making phone calls is sort of passé…
Not attending church on this Sunday morning seems to be pretty cultural. Of all the people who live
in town, I wonder what percentage actually still attend churches on a Sunday morning? Paying it
forward at a drive-through is somewhat of a cultural trend, and I think it's charming. Going to the
gym is also somewhat of a cultural trend, and is often encouraged.
There are things that society favors, and looks up to.
Being strong and independent are two of those things. I had a conversation the other day with a
young man who told me that he thinks that it's not good for women to be 'stay at home moms.' He
believes that having a job is a big piece of who a person is. Our culture is very keen on making sure
people are working, and those who don't will be looked down on.
What blows my mind is that it wasn't that many years ago when people did not have desk jobs in the
way we see them now. People were farmers for a living, people lived in the woods by themselves, or
with their families, of which there are many children.
I can't even imagine a period in history without electronic taxes.
But what is truly being countercultural? I'm sort of of the opinion that being a hipster is still 'within
culture'. To be truly countercultural, I think you have to go against the ways in which culture works. If



culture favors those who are selfish, we have to be selfless. If culture favors privacy, we have to be
vulnerable. If culture favors violence, we must be peaceful.
Suddenly, being countercultural doesn't seem quite as attractive. It's not just listening to classic rock
and using bar shampoo.
I often think about how hard this pill is to swallow:  Christ calls us to be like him.
We heard the beatitudes today from Matthew 5. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the Earth.
Another term for meek is submissive. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Merciful
means not shooting the person who enters your house in the night time.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness's sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
This does not say to go and seek revenge on the persecutors. This says blessed are those who are
being persecuted.
Who can tolerate this message of Christ? This goes against our favorite themes of vengeance,
violence, lust, pride, and greed. It requires self discipline.
It requires us not to want to think of ourselves as soldiers and warriors all the time (though
sometimes that is a role we have to play.)
Our culture seems to have a huge problem with the idea of people being submissive.  But I think
that being passive is not quite the same thing as choosing nonviolence. The Christian lifestyle asks
us to choose to be merciful, to choose not to seek vengeance; I would argue, to choose
nonviolence. But it doesn't require us to go out and seek abuse.
Early Christians may have led worship services in catacombs to avoid some of the persecution, but
they still led worship services. They did not just passively give up their faith, or stop worshiping
altogether. Some were even killed for not giving in to the earthly authority.
They chose non violence, and they chose to follow their true king.  I think we can stand our ground,
and still be meek. We can follow the lessons of Jesus, and not turn into cynical pushovers.
Choosing to be counter cultural is not choosing to be a pushover.
"Some demand signs and some desire wisdom but the Christian proclaims Christ crucified". The
head of our spirituality, showed his strength by being killed. That's like going to the gym and
showing your strength by repping the 5 pound weights: it doesn't seem to make sense.
God chooses what is weak, to bring low the strong. Our faith is a paradox.
So, we should all be counter cultural. Not for the sake of being counter cultural, but for the sake of
living into a better existence.  When we don't live violently– when we live peacefully– we value life.
And healthy cohabitation with those around us.  When we choose not to fight back, may that not be
seen is a sign of weakness. May that be a sign of discipline.  It's not going to be a pleasant
existence to live counter culturally.  Where the hipsters can change their outfits or what they listen to
or watch to blend in again, our existence as meek, merciful, pure will not be easily hidden.
But we are told to rejoice and be glad, for a reward is in heaven.
Christ did not come into Jerusalem on horses with spears and swords to take over the Romans. He
did not say "if your neighbor tries to rob you, you can kill him in self defense."
Christ did not say "blessed are the swoll, for they have great gains."
If only we could live lives where more people would say "I want to live as peacefully as you, too."
Let your truth shine through your values. For we are promised great things.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Meditation on "Trust in Jesus"  William J. Kirkpatrick, arr. Susanna Keeney



Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: They'll Know We are Christians by Our Love     FWS No. 2223

Closing Prayer: God our deliverer, you walk with the meek and the poor, the compassionate
and those who mourn, and you call us to walk humbly with you. When we are foolish, be our
wisdom; when we are weak, be our strength; that, as we learn to do justice and to love
mercy, your rule may come as blessing. Amen

Postlude: Praise Him with Trumpets         Richard Blake

Benediction (from back of church)

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10:30am-2:30pm.

Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org
Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY

Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

mailto:info@potsdamumc.org
http://www.potsdamumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
mailto:pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

