
Date: January 22, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: I Want to Follow Jesus    Kathleen Thomerson, arr. Rebecca Groom TeVelde

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: The Summons     FWS  No. 2130

Call to Worship: Psalm 27 UMH 758

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

Scripture:
1st Reading: Isaiah 9: 1-4
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-18

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore     No. 344

Gospel Reading:     Matthew 4: 12-23

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Fishing for People

When was the last time you've been out fishing?  Have you ever been out fishing and accidentally
reeled in a human being?

That would be very silly. Though one time, I was learning how to fish and I nearly hooked somebody
on the shore with my fishing hook. I remember how loud he squealed as the hook flew toward him.

I don't think Jesus is referencing that kind of fishing when he talks about Andrew and Peter being
"fishers of people."

Jesus wants to gather people together to love one another. Jesus wants all of the world gathered
together under his name. I think of this scenario like being invited to a party. Sometimes you have to
have the invitation, and who the invitation is from, so you can get into the party.

The fishermen Jesus asked to follow him were just regular people, but Jesus chose them to work
with him. To spread the news of love to all the nations. So instead of fishing with their nets, they are
using their words to draw people into the love of God. Just as we are drawn into God's love, maybe
then also become fishers of people.  Without hooks or nets, but with loving words and kind actions.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: So what's the story?

If you've ever spent time around family, you're probably familiar with family stories. They start slow
"there was that one time…" and eventually ramp up until either the person telling the story is
laughing, or the family members listening are laughing.

But what's interesting about family stories is they somehow change. The people, or how long ago
the event occurred changes depending on who tells the story.

Part of it has to do with memory, and part of it might just have to do with how people want to find
patterns in life around them. The storyteller is not a liar for changing the story. Though they might
best be considered artists.

Just recently I was at a house, listening to stories from a widower and his children.

The widowed husband was telling the story of how he met his wife, which was absolutely charming.

However, in the process of telling the story, dad would look at his kids. He would sometimes say
"right?" and they would stop him to add more to the story.

At one point, I thought they were going to tell his story of how he met his wife (which was way
before they were even born.)

They've heard dad tell the story 100s of times, but they know different pieces. Because of who they
talked with who knew other sides of the story, or sometimes how dad told the story changes with
who is listening, the story seemed to change.

Does that make the story any less true?

If you remember last week's reading, Jesus called Andrew and Simon Peter to follow him. And what
do you remember about how they were called? They were not fishing. They were hanging out with
John the Baptist. John made an introduction of sorts, and the rest was history. That was in the
Gospel of John.



Now we're in the Gospel of Matthew! How does Jesus meet Simon Peter and Andrew?

They're fishing, and Jesus calls them. They just drop their nets and go. John the Baptist has already
been arrested, and these men seemingly are working regular jobs of the time.

Seems like two different call stories to me.

Now, maybe you like to think of this as a both-and example. And maybe both stories are true: one
happened, then the other. Or a combination of both. But we can't speculate our way into truth: It is
just interesting to notice the differences in the call stories.

I am of the opinion that stories can be true without being completely factual.

Maybe stories get embellished over the years… We know that if you ever have anyone who hunts
or fishes tell you about a catch they had over 20 years ago.

How did Andrew and Peter get called to Jesus? No clear answer. However, I am by no means
skeptical that they were called. Maybe how they were called isn't clear, but I have faith they were
called.

This applies to a number of biblical stories. Two creation accounts. A sermon on the mount, and a
sermon on the plain. Even the books of the Bible have supposed errors: 2nd Kings has what is
supposed to be copying errors from scribes and translators.

Perhaps what is written didn't happen exactly in the way it is recorded. And different translations will
only add to the confusion. But at the end of the day, the Bible is not just a book. It's living words. The
accounts are written by people, so some of the details might be a little fuzzy.

But this doesn't take away from the truth. These events happened somehow, someway. Or the point
they are making is a true point. Jesus is the Son of God and the Son of Man, no matter how he
reveals himself to us. When Jesus called the disciples, they followed. Andrew and Peter were called
by him to help spread the message: repent, God has drawn near.

And that is what we're called to do. We will not have the same story as each other on how we were
called to be Christians. Even if two people witness the same event, there will be different stories on
what happened. But what matters to God is: that we recognize we are called. That we are open to
being corrected. That we are open to leaving the comfortable known for an uncomfortable unknown.

We can still learn from the way Jesus calls the disciples in these stories, even if they're not the
same.

Jesus calls everyday people. People seeking the truth, people working their jobs. People in family
businesses, people who already appear to be in another religious affiliation. Being the Son of God
means all people are unique in your sight: all people are children, all people are capable of
spreading the word of repentance and life.

So don't worry too much about your story, but do look for where your story might be going. How is it
linked to God calling you out? Because what you see won't be what someone else sees. And that is
okay.

Jesus will make you fishers of people. And that is the true story.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881



Offertory: Be still      Dave Evans, arr. Ashley Grotes

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind No. 358

Closing Prayer: Give us courage and conviction that we may joyfully turn and follow you into
new adventures of faithful service, led by the light that shines through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

Benediction:

Postlude: Stuttgart       David Schelat
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