
Date: January 15, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: More Love to Thee        William H. Doane arr. Jam,es Pethel

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Fairest Lord Jesus     No. 189

Call to Worship: Psalm 40: 1-11  UMH 774

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, cleanse our minds, lips, and hearts for the reading of your word.

Scripture:
OT: Isaiah 49: 1-7
NT: 1 Corinthians 1: 1-9

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song     No. 544

Gospel Reading:     John 1: 29-42
Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Why wash when you’re clean?

Do your parents ever have you take a shower when you’re already pretty clean? Why do they do
that? (Prevent stink! Maybe we’re not as clean as we think!)

Jesus was baptized in the story today. But who is Jesus? (Son of God!)

Why would he need to be cleaned?



Baptism cleans spiritually. He might not have needed that, but it was a good symbol and
introduction into ministry. Invites the spirit in a new way. Kind of like how we baptize babies in the
UMC; they don’t have the complex bad behavior we do (yet), but infant baptism invites the Spirit into
their life early on.

So you may not remember your baptism, but know you are cleaned. The Spirit has descended on
you, and remains with you.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: “I Love Jesus”
"Oh. You’re one of THOSE people."
I think I heard that phrase for the first time in high school. Maybe middle school. It was alarming. Is
that good? Is that bad? What are “those people”?
Often, this phrase is supposed to have a somewhat negative connotation. “Those people” meaning
“outsiders”, and therefore not desirable.
The accusation might’ve caused a sassy response: “So?” Or  “I literally don’t even care.”
Or worse, that "those people" may have led to a dimming of your internal light. “Well, I just play with
these sometimes.” *puts legos away until 35 years old, and no longer afraid to be seen as a nerd*
There is something about being put into a box. Being given a label. It often feels so negative. It
causes internal discomfort. It can be a lack of control, or the feeling of non-acceptance. Being one of
“those people” is uncomfortable.
You attend church? So you're one of those people.
Well, even if it's true that I attend church, I am more hesitant to admit it, because I don't know the
full extent of what they have in mind about churchgoers.
It's uncomfortable.
Until you want the label.
And there may have been a time in your life when you wanted to be seen as a certain type of
person! You wanted desperately to be “one of those people”, because at least then you had an
identity. Maybe the end of highschool, or early college. You straightened your curly hair, or curled
your straight hair, or wore a certain kind of jeans, or wore a certain brand of shoes. There is
something about identifying with a certain type of look, or subgroup of people, that can be
comforting.
Don’t stand out in unaccepted ways, or else you’ll get a worse label.
In this day and age, it seems to me there is a new form of self acceptance: to be understood, you
need to identify with a group of people. Gay, straight, democrat, republican, short, tall, thin, chubby,
cat person, dog person, you name it, there is probably a facebook group waiting to welcome you.
You’re encouraged to find your exact labels, or even make your own labels. Some of us seem to
want to be called one of “those people”, and we’ll tell you exactly what makes us like some, and
unlike others. Labels can somehow be unifying in their division.
But even this goes to extremes. If you aren’t “one of these people”, you are not “living life right”.
“You’re fine as you are, but it would be cooler if you were different.”
“Have you ever considered that you aren’t what you think you are? Try being like us.”
Let me ask. How do we live life in the “right” way?
Is it okay to be “one of those people?”



Well, assuming traits about other people can be a bad thing. It's best not to tell someone "you're one
of those people."
Letting someone else unfold their personality and preferences is really one of the kinder things we
can do.
It allows a person to feel safe to show their true selves.
I think there is a temptation to dull our personalities or interests a bit, so we can blend in better: so
we can avoid assumptions and judgements.
I can say for sure, I would not have said "I love Jesus!" 2 years ago in public. I would for SURE be
labeled by some as "one of those people". In my mind I think: It's true, I do love Jesus, but what
does that really mean? Can't I say it in a different way that doesn't make me sound… weird?
I was scared of being seen differently. Even as a pastor. If I said something so common, so true, yet
so blunt, would I risk losing my conversation partners? Would I be labeled as a "Jesus freak"?
But maybe the trick is not to care so much what we get labeled…
Being called "one of those people" doesn't make you all that someone might assume  you to be.
People are wrong all the time. Even people we love.
You make up 'yourself'.
Your authenticity makes up the real you.
The kicker is: in Jesus, we find our real selves. I think to live life "the right" way, we have to
internalize the message Jesus came to speak.
The Beatitudes are a good summary. So are the 10 commandments.
Can we love life without loving the message of Jesus?
I think people try. I'd probably argue that's not really loving life, if your center is not on God.
If your center is truly on God, if all that you are is coming out of a "I desire to be what I was created
to be", I wonder if those labels will fade away. The fear of how we're perceived will turn into a desire
for others to live into their authentic selves.
How do you live into your authentic self? In your mind, is loving Christ, God, first and foremost
above everything?
Some days, more than others.
Maybe we don't need to go about flaunting our faith: I don't really wear many Jesus shirts or put
Jesus stickers on my car. God is not a group of believers. You don't have to identify a certain way to
be loved. God is not a logo.
God is the source and end of all.
So when you get told, "you're one of those people", I am not quite sure what to do. But I'm tempted
to follow with "oh, what does that mean to you?"
(Maybe saying "and I love Jesus" won't get you any further in the conversation, but at least it would
be true.)
The judgments on earth are painful, but they aren't always true. There is a true judgment, but it's still
on the horizon.
May we be strong in our faith, non judgmental in our practices, and live into a deeper love for one
another.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881



Offertory:  When Jesus Came to Jordan        William Walker

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart No. 500

Closing Prayer: Holy God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring healing to all wounds, make whole all that is
broken, speak truth to all illusion, and shed light in every darkness, that all creation will see
your glory and know your Christ. Amen.

Benediction:

Postlude: Shine, Jesus, Shine        David Blackwell
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