
Date: January 8, 2023

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Will There Be Any Stars in My Crown?  John R. Sweney, arr. Fred B. Binckes

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: When Jesus Came to Jordan    No. 252

Call to Worship: Psalm 72 UMH 795

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, center our minds, our lips, and our hearts for the reading of your
word. Amen.

Scripture:
1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
2nd Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-12
Response: The word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: I Come with Joy    No. 617

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 2: 1-12

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Why those three gifts?

Have you heard why the baby Jesus got Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh before? (Probably not because
those are good gifts for a newborn baby in 1 AD.)

There is a hint in the song "We three kings"

Gold is for royalty. The Wise Men were there to recognize his royalty.



Frankincense is for burning, and it was often an offering in the temple! It goes to God. Do you know
what Frankincense is? It's a sap from a special tree! Hardened into little pieces.

Myrrh is also a sap. Though Myrrh was more medicinal, and sometimes used for preserving bodies.
(Not quite like the Egyptians.)

These gifts are often explained to foreshadow Jesus's life, but they were also considered expensive
gifts, since they were hard to get. They also help show what land the Wiseman were coming from
(somewhere that has access to Myrrh and Frankincense and gold mines!)

So the men were coming to welcome a new king, but also to build a good relationship with that land.
Better make a good impression with the new king! Especially one who is so important that a star shines
for his birth!

So we honor this day as a special day– it shows that the surrounding countries recognized Jesus's birth,
and wanted to make friends. The gifts symbolize the good relationship we want to have with Jesus, too.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: A sign in the stars

How do you get your news? As I was thinking about the sermon, I immediately thought of newspapers.
But I have to admit, on Thursday morning I found a newspaper in my mailbox and I was actually
shocked. It had been many months since I had last received a substantial newspaper, which was a gift
from one of my friends from Grace who had passed away.

When my mom and I were on vacation, we looked at the magazines at the store.  I'm not sure how
much news you're going to get from magazines, but it was actually the price that deterred us from
buying one. Magazines are dreadfully expensive when you look at the price compared to other things
now. Even newspapers are expensive. I've known many people who've canceled their newspaper
subscriptions because it's just too expensive per month. A lot of us go to read newspapers online,
because it's cheaper. I get an online newspaper in my email inbox every couple weeks.

And now I can tailor the news to what I want to read: I could get newspapers solely on Methodism, or
Catholicism or any form of philosophy or political identity.

Even one step further from newspapers, a lot of us are getting our news from online articles. Things that
pop up on Facebook, things that pop up on our Google search page. We are swimming in news, but not
fully able to take it in.

On my worst days, I feel like Pilate. "What is truth?"

We are wading through the accusations of fake news, which has mostly died down because it's just
become a commonplace to think that anything that we disagree with might be fake.  We're in an age
where we can look at the sources and immediately wonder if they're reliable. I get a little box that pops
up on Facebook that alerts me when something might be "un-fact-checked."

I wonder how news was transmitted so many years ago before the internet, before newspapers were
able to travel so quickly.

I picture messengers traveling by horseback, telegraph wires, or pigeons flying with little pieces of paper
wrapped in a little tube around a foot.  I don't know exactly how the news traveled so many years ago,
but there are so many, many different ways.

So how did the news travel to the three wise men that somebody special was born into the world? By
star.



I think of those articles that talk about how the stars that we see in the night sky are so far away that
some of them are actually no longer "alive"-- the glow that we're seeing is deadlight traveling to us from
so many light years away.

But astronomy was so important back in the time before Jesus. Even in the times after Jesus,
astronomy and astrology were incredibly important to how people behaved and saw the world. The stars
were seen as a way to show someone's fate, or tell stories. That stars rising and guiding the three men
is what leads other nations to recognize Jesus' divinity.

The star led them to the most important news of their life. They did not have newspapers to tell them
when or where this child was going to be found, but there were prophets who predicted the whereabouts
of this child.  The chief priests and the scribes and this Matthew 2 story knew what the prophets told
them about where the messiah was to be born. This didn't know exactly when this was occurring, and
that's why the star was so important. At the appropriate time, it led these 3 men to Jesus.

So it wasn't that the star was telling the news. It wasn't that Herod was telling the news, it wasn't exactly
that the chief priests were telling the news. It was kind-of the prophets telling the news; we saw the
Isaiah passage bears an eerie resemblance to the plight of the wisemen. But it was most certainly God
who told the news. We just needed a couple events to line up for the news to be revealed to the 3 wise
men. The star was a means to reveal that truth. And light and brightness are two things that continue to
be seen throughout all of our scripture.

The stars could be used as a way of attempting to predict the future, attempting to predict the news
before it happened. What's different about the star in this story is that astronomy wasn't predicting the
news or telling the news– the star was just a guide. And then in a dream, the wise men were guided not
to go back to Herod. God is the ultimate source of knowledge and truth. I believe that when God needs
something to be revealed, he will provide many different ways for it to be revealed to us.  It might seem
like a coincidence, it might be a blast from the past, it might be deja-vu. Sometimes it might take a few
tries from a guardian angel before it sinks in.

So I don't suggest that we start turning to astrology to try and figure out what we should do in our future.
I think for ancient people, it made sense to use the stars because that's what people were used to. I still
hear Christian groups talk about signs being revealed in the stars, but it's a little beyond me at the
moment. I just know that God created them, and God created us.

The most important news has been revealed to us. The savior of the world was born into the world.

We can't control the means of how that was revealed to us, but we can be thankful for the prophets who
pointed the way.  We can't control how people will react when they hear the news, we can only control
our behavior. The wise men couldn't stop Herod from wanting to destroy Jesus, but they could listen to
their dreams and not go back to Herod.

Honestly, there were a lot of different prophets interpreting the stars differently in those days. Kings and
queens could pick who they wanted to listen to out of the prophets. Even with the story written in the
stars, we could pick what we want to believe.

So, I remind us. As we celebrate Epiphany, when the other nations recognized Jesus' Divinity, be
reminded they didn't know all the details. They didn't know the full extent of his kingship. They couldn't
control Herod's behavior, only their own. They didn't have proof this was exactly the star they should
follow, but they had faith it would point them to the foretold "king of the Jews". And better to be friends
with a rising king, than to be enemies.

So we will have to take modern news from whatever outlets we get news from. We will trust in some of
it, and not trust in others. We'll have to take resources and recommendations seriously. We'll have to
use our brains and hearts. But put not your faith and hope in this world. We can be so easily deceived.



The most important news has already come to this world. And that's the news that we spend the rest of
our life proclaiming and living out to those around us. God is born. May we offer our gifts.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Kyrie            Francoise Couperin

Doxology UMH    94

Holy Communion UMH   12

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Hector, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers* Hear us,
Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will exalt
you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence for
personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn: Blessed Be the God of Israel    No. 209

Closing Prayer: O God of light and peace, whose glory, shining in the child of Bethlehem, still
draws the nations to yourself: dispel the darkness that shrouds our path, that we may come to
kneel before Christ in true worship, offer him our hearts and souls, and return from his presence
to live as he has taught. Amen.

Benediction:

Postlude:  God of Grace and God of Glory    John Hughes, arr. Douglas E. Wagner
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