
Date: January 1, 2023 Hymn Sing - Lessons and Carols

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: In Dulci Jubilo     J. S. Bach

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Call to Worship: Isaiah 63: 7-9
Choir is light print, congregation is bold print
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,
because of all the Lord has done for us.
He has shown great favor to the house of Israel,
and mercy according to his steadfast love.

Because we are his people,
He is our savior from distress.

His presence saved them;
In his love he redeemed them. He carried them on his shoulders like the days of old!



Gifts of God Hymn: On This Day Earth Shall Ring     No. 248
1. On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth
to save us; him the Father gave us.

Refrain: Ideo-o-o, ideo-o-o, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!

2. His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth, Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass
beside him from the cold would hide him. [Refrain]

3. God's bright star, o'er his head, Wise Men three to him led; kneel they low by his bed, lay their
gifts before him, praise him and adore him. [(Refrain]

4. On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, praising Christ, heaven's King, born on
earth to save us; peace and love he gave us. [Refrain]

First Reading: Matthew 2 (Greg Murray)
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to
search for the child to kill him.”
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,

Tidings of Christmas Joy Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High     No. 238
1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply echoing
their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heavenly song? [Refrain]

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

4. See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while
our hearts in love we raise. [Refrain]

Second Reading: Matthew 2 (Robin Howard)
15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.

Psalms as a Hymn: We Three Kings     No. 254
1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor and
mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still
proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign. [Refrain]



3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high. [Refrain]

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; sorrowing, sighing, bleeding,
dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain]

5. Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the
earth and skies. [Refrain]

Third Reading: Matthew 2 (Sharon Hutchinson)
17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,

weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children

and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”

Hymn Sung as a Child: Away in a Manger     No. 217
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in
the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; I love thee,
Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray; bless all the
dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Fourth Reading: Matthew 2 (Nancy Matthews)
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were
trying to take the child’s life are dead.”
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel.

Lessons from the Gospel Hymn: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear     No. 218
1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to
touch their harps of gold: "Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, and still their heavenly
music floats o'er all the weary world; above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing
way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing. O
rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!

4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, when with the ever-circling years shall
come the time foretold when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, and the whole
world send back the song which now the angels sing.

Offertory: Jesu Bambino     Pietro A. Yon



Doxology UMH    94

Fifth Reading: Matthew 2 (Trish Lewis)
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee,
23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Hymn as a prayer: Silent Night     No. 239
1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so
tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly
hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face with the
dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our
King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory
forever. Amen

Hymn as a celebration of community: Joy to the World No. 246
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature
sing.

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills,
and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his
righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Postlude: Ding! Dong! Merrily We Sing     Thoinot Arbeau     arr. James Pethel
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