
Date: December 25, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   Felix Mendelssohn, arr. Gordon Young

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship.

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: On This Day Earth Shall Ring     No. 248
1. On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth
to save us; him the Father gave us.
Refrain: Ideo-o-o, ideo-o-o, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!
2. His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth, Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass
beside him from the cold would hide him. [Refrain]
3. God's bright star, o'er his head, Wise Men three to him led; kneel they low by his bed, lay their
gifts before him, praise him and adore him. [Refrain]
4. On this day angels sing; with their son earth shall ring, praising Christ, heaven's King, born on
earth to save us; peace and love he gave us. [Refrain]

Call to Worship: Psalm 98 UMH 818
1 O sing to the Lord a new song,

for the Lord has done marvelous things!
God's right hand and holy arm

have gotten the victory.
2 The Lord has declared victory,

and has revealed his vindication in the sight of
the nations.

3 The Lord has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 3
to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.

4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;



break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,

with the lyre and the sound of melody!
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the Ruler, the Lord!
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7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,

the world and those who dwell in it!
8 Let the floods clap their hands;

let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord,
who comes to judge the earth.

9 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

Christmas Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature
upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of Illumination: God, as we listen to the words in these ancient texts, we look for the
light that illumined the way for our ancestors those many years ago. May this light, reflected
around us and reentering the world at Christmas, guide us this day. Amen.
OT Reading: Isaiah 52: 7-10
NT Reading: Hebrews 1: 1-4 (5-12)

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Sing We Now of Christmas     No. 237
1. Sing we now of Christmas Noel, sing we here! Hear our grateful praises to the babe so dear.

Refrain: Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel.

2. Angels called to shepherds, "Leave your flocks at rest, journey forth to Bethlehem, find the child
so blest."  [Refrain]

3. In Bethlehem they found him; Joseph and Mary mild, seated by the manger watching the holy
child. [Refrain]

4. From the eastern country came the kings afar, bearing gifts to

Bethlehem, guided by a star. [Refrain]

5. Gold and myrrh they took there, gifts of greatest price; there was never a stable so like paradise.
[Refrain]

Gospel Reading:   John 1: 1-14

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Gift giving

Why do we give presents at Christmas?
(Jesus was given gifts!)
This is true, and he was given gifts long after! In two weeks, we’ll be celebrating Epiphany, when the
wisemen come. They are the ones who bring the 3 gifts we know well! (Frankincense, Gold, Myrrh)
But gift giving goes even further back: it was an ancient Roman tradition! Around December
17th-23rd, the Roman people would give eachother small gifts in honor of the god of the harvest.
We only believe in one God: but we kept the tradition of giving gifts, because it is joy filled. Some
Christians do not give gifts. But many do. Traditions do not have to be a threat if they are done with
the right heart.
So as we open gifts, and play with toys this Christmas Day, be reminded of all the ways in which
these traditions can be joyful and honoring of our God.

Solo by Music Director - Warren Potter

SERMON: Who is born?
Merry Christmas! Indeed, unto us a child is born. And who was this child?
We say he is Jesus! He is Christ, the redeemer, he is the teacher, he is the Son of God, he is the
2nd person of the Trinity, he is our savior.
That's a lot of descriptors for a baby!
When our babies are born, we don't know a lot about them. We have hopes and dreams; we have
ideas about who they will look like. "I want my child to have curly red hair and green eyes! Says the
mom with beautiful straight dark brown hair and brown eyes." We think about what kind of
personality they will have. We assume their personalities based on how they kicked in the womb.
"She's going to love her older brother! She always kicks when he's around!" Or we have a name
picked out for them, only to change it after they are born because they just looked like another
name.
As our children mature, we begin to know who they are. The trick is to embrace that, and not to
perceive it as failed expectations.
But for Jesus, we know who Christ is, before he was born, after he was born, during his life, and
even after his death.
We have this handy book that tells us who is coming, when he arrives, what he says, how he dies,
how he lives again, and most importantly: who he is.
I think in the joy of the birth, and the joy of Jesus in the world sometimes overshadows just who that
baby is.
Even with all the prophets pointing the way, even with Jesus later on telling us who his Father is,
sometimes we still feel so disconnected from him.
I can only imagine what the 1st Century people were thinking about Jesus.
Some truly believed! And some couldn't. Even the disciples, his loyal followers,
where-else-would-we-go, denied him.
But who IS this child?
The Son of God.
"You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
I will be his Father, and he will be my son.



Of the Son he says, your throne O God, is forever and ever."
It's very clear in Hebrews, Jesus is God.
I don't think, even with all the celebrations, year after year, with all the scripture, with all the songs,
that it will ever sink in fully that this baby is God in human form.
What does it mean that Jesus was the Son of God? What does it mean that he was born of a virgin
without sin? All our explanations fall short, because there is no way to put into words what God IS.
Jesus is not lesser than God, not a mixture of God and person. But fully God, and fully man.
"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth."
We're claiming that Jesus was there. There at the beginning. That he was a part of that. Not just the
Father, not just the Spirit over the waters. But the Son, too.
It brings whole new meaning to this God entering the world, to this baby: that something so infinite
becomes finite.
And we have only to gain from that.
So Merry Christmas: unto us, GOD is born. In the form of an infant. In just the way we were born.
God is, and somehow, he already was. And forever shall be. Amen. Hallelujah.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;*

the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory:  Jesu Bambino   Pietro A. Yon

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;



People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing     No. 240
1. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: peace on earth, and mercy mild, God
and sinners reconciled!" Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies: with th'angelic host
proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, pleased with us
in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain]

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all he
brings, risen with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, born
to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: God of glory, your splendor shines from a manger in Bethlehem, where the
Light of the world is humbly born into the darkness of human night. Open our eyes to
Christ's presence in the shadows of our world, so that we, like him, may become beacons of
your justice, and defenders of all for whom there is no room. Amen.

Postlude: Ding! Dong! Merrily We Sing    Thoint Arbeau arr. James Pethel
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