
Date: December 24, 2022

Prelude: Polish Carol: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly W. Zlobie Lezy, arr. Alice Jordan

Lighting of the Candles:
Pastor: Light and peace in Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Introit

Welcome

*Call to Worship
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing all the earth, and bless the holy name.
His Glory is declared among the nations:
Let the Heavens be glad, and the Earth rejoice!
Even the forests and fields will sing for joy!
For the Lord is coming into the world.

Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful     No. 234,  vs. 1,2,3, and 6
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  Come and
behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the
Lord.
2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; Son of the
Father, be gotten, not created; [Refrain]



3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all
glory in the highest; [Refrain]
6.Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory given. Word of the
Father, now in flesh appearing [Refrain]

Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2,6-7
The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness.

Lighting of the Advent and Christ Candles
Reader: O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen

Christmas Eve Lighting:  We light the Christ candle, to complete this wreath. May Jesus's
arrival in the world bring us hope, strengthen our faith, feed our joy, be our peace, and draw
us closer to God.

Advent Hymn:   Star Child   all 5 verses     FWS 2095
1. Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lightning rod

[Chorus] This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone
alive!

2. Street child, beat child, no place left to go, hurt child, used child, no one wants to know,
[Chorus]

3. Grown child, old child, memory full of years, sad child, lost child, story told in tears, [Chorus]
4. Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store,

[Chorus]
5. Hope-for-peace Child, God's stupendous sign, down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine,

[Chorus]

Scripture Lesson:  Luke 1:26-35,38
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to God's promised
Son, whose kingdom will never end.

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem     No. 230
1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we still thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless sleep the
silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the
years are met in thee tonight.
2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their
watch of wondering love. O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God
the King and peace to all on earth!
3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to human hearts the
blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will
receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us
today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our
Lord Emmanuel!



Scripture Lesson: Luke 2: 1-15

Hymn: The First Noel     No. 245
1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; in fields where
they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; and to the earth it gave great
light, and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]
3. And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far; to seek for a king was
their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]
4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; and there it did both stop and
stay, right over the places where Jesus lay. [Refrain]
5 Then entered in those Wise men three, full reverently upon the knee, and offered there, in his
presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain]

Pastoral Reflection on John 1:1-14– True Light
The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
There is something about 'real light'. Not the light coming from our desktops, or flashlights, or
phones, (though that light is helpful.)
There is a difference in lights that our eyes can recognize, and that we benefit from. Real light. Like
daylight.
Do you notice how mentally affected we are by light, when in the winter season our days are dark by
4:30?
The rays of light on a sunny day in February feel heavenly.
Or maybe when you light a bonfire during a camping trip in July: there is something that draws us in.
We can sit there and just stare at it.
That firelight feels like "true light." The flashlights back to the tent pale in comparison: Fire is what
causes stars to shine, after all!
Or maybe as we light candles on Christmas eve. We no longer need candles like the ancient
churches did. We don't use them to illuminate big dark churches so we can see our way in and out. I
don't have a big candle holder up here so I can read the gospel. Though, the lit candles at the end
of service will help us see our hymnals.
We use flame symbolically these days: our fluorescent lights do wonders. For heat, we often use
electricity, (Which is somehow still a fire!) Or oil, or gas.
But if you know where I am going with my train of thought, you know what I am going to ask next.
What is your light? What is your internal light?
What keeps you going? Gives you hope, in a world that has so many weights that could just
CRUSH us?
So many of us can name some light. Often, our family. Maybe our children. There is nothing like the
comfort of hugging your parents, if you're a child. And I'm not a mom, but I can imagine there is
something so wholesome about hugging your child.
That, figuratively, is the light.



Or maybe creating brings you light. When you draw, or carve, or build, or paint, or play an
instrument, or compose, or sculpt, your insides feel like they are glowing!
You look at your final piece, and it looks…bright.
I don't think we can picture a world without light. Figuratively or physically, we are bound to it.
Even just venturing into our rooms in the dark is a scary thing sometimes. Or stepping out of the
house when your mind is in a dark place.
So what does the Gospel of John mean when it says the true Light was coming into the world?
I see John the Baptist in my mind, looking at a horizon that is just starting to turn purple, then red,
then orange. He saw the light was coming. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
But what is the true Light?
You tell me.
That light was in that baby, born 2000 years ago.
That light was shared with the 12 disciples. That light has been revealing itself to you and me for all
our lives.
And how do we describe it?
It's the true Light.The uncreated light.
If you see that light in this world… don't turn away from it. Don't let that go.
It will be in unlikely places. You might find it at a breakfast gathering with friends. In a conversation
with someone at the thrift store. In a free cup of coffee. In a church. You might even find it in the
face of someone you can't stand, but for some inexplicable reason you find them beautiful for a
moment. A beloved creature of God.
We were told, when Christ was lifted up, that his followers were sent out into the world to make
disciples of all nations.
That is a testimony to the light. And not a poorly masked Christianity that is really seeking control.
We know that all too well. Christ wanted the true light to reach all nations.
The love of God, the love of neighbor. The respect of resources. Where charity and love prevail,
there is God.
So what do we do with the light? Look at it, smile, absorb it, move on?
We're looking for the light, because we are mirrors.
We will reflect that true light. And the beauty we will see is often beyond our ability to rationalize.
God was there before all things, how can we grasp that?
So tonight, we do our best to grasp an understanding of God. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
And tonight, it is here.

Choral Anthem:



Prayers of the People Based on Form II of the BCP:

With the angels of heaven we proclaim your glory, O God. As the radiance of your presence lights
up the heavens, we pray for enlightenment for your church on behalf of the whole world. For God's
people throughout the world; for this gathering; and all people.
We pray for the Church.
For peace, for goodwill among nations, and for the well-being of all people.
We pray for justice and peace.
For the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
We pray for those in any need or trouble.
For all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.
We pray that they may find, and be found by God.
I ask your prayers for the departed, especially those we remember tonight.
We pray for those who have died.
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
We pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Grant that, through our prayers, our lives may radiate the presence of Christ to all who dwell on
earth, for he is our Light, forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

Offertory: Musical Offering

Offering (the offering goes to the mission and ministry of the church)

Hymn: What Child Is This     No. 219
1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems
sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring
him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.
2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christians, fear, for
sinners here the silent Word is pleading. [Refrain]
3. So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, come, peasant king, to own him; the King of kings
salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer:
God of glory, your splendor shines from a manger in Bethlehem, where the Light of the world is
humbly born into the darkness of human night. Open our eyes to Christ's presence in the shadows
of our world, so that we, like him, welcome the outcast and strengthen the weak. Amen.



Hymn:   Silent Night     No. 239  by candlelight
1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy
infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face with
the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to
our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Closing Hymn: Joy to the World    No. 246
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature
sing.
2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills,
and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3. No more let sins and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
4. He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of his
righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo      J. S. Bach

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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