
Date: December 18, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: In the Bleak Mid-Winter        arr. Gordon Young

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Hail to the Lord's Anointed    No. 203
1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! Hail in the time appointed, his reign on
earth begun! He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; to take away transgression, and
rule in equity.
2. He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong; to help the poor and needy, and bid the
weak be strong; to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, whose souls,
condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.
3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; love, joy, and hope like flowers, spring in
his path to birth.  Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, and righteousness, in
fountains, from hill to valley flow.
4. To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom
without end.  The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; his name shall stand forever; that
name to us is love.

Call to Worship: Psalm 80 UMH 801
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth!

2 In the presence of Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might, and come to save us!



3 Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

4 O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in full measure.

6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors;
and our enemies laugh among themselves.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

8 You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.

9 You cleared the ground for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches;

11 it sent out its branches to the sea,
and its shoots to the river.

12 Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?

13 The boar from the forest ravages it,
and all that move in the field feed on it.

14 Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look down from heaven, and see:

have regard for this vine,
15 the stock which your right hand planted.
16 They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down;

may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance!
17 But let your hand be upon those of your right hand,

the ones whom you have made strong for yourself!
18 Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name!
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!

let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Collect: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Fourth Candle: We light this candle of peace, so that we may pause in our busy lives
to focus on our True Center. May we find the peace of God in our waiting.

*Advent Hymn:  Star-Child    FWS    No. 2095, v. 4

Prayer of Illumination: God, as we listen to the words in these ancient texts, we look for the light
that illumined the way for our ancestors those many years ago. May this light, reflected around us
and reentering the world at Christmas, guide us this Advent season. Amen.



Scripture:
1st Reading Isaiah 7: 10-16
2nd Reading Romans 1: 1-7

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: He is Born    No. 228
Refrain: He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! He is born, the holy Child,
sing we all of the Savior mild.
1. Thru long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming; thru long ages of the past, now the
time has come at last! [Refrain]
2. O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven; O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift
to human-kind! [Refrain]
3. Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us, Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us
thy heavenly peace. [Refrain]

Gospel Reading:    Matthew 1: 18-25

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: 4th Sunday in Advent: Peace/Love Candle. Angel’s candle.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Should I stay or should I go?
You might think this is a sermon about an 80's rock song by the Clash, but that would be incorrect…
today. Try next year.
Big question, probably rhetorical. Have you ever gone somewhere and felt out of place? Most all of
us have gone somewhere at some point and felt out of place.
Feeling out of place is probably the excuse we get most often when our relatives refuse to join us at
church. "The building will burn down if I enter it!" My answer is always: trust me, churches have
seen much worse.
But I'm thinking of other places besides church. Maybe going back to your parent's house for
Thanksgiving, or Christmas, and feeling out of place. How could I feel out of place in the house that
I grew up in?
How could I feel out of place at a party when all my friends are there? And when you feel really out
of place, maybe you feel like sneaking out. Perhaps no one will notice if I'm gone, especially if I go
quietly.
I think this is a lie that we tell ourselves: that people won't care if we aren't present.
But it's easy to speak on someone else's behalf, especially when they aren't speaking.
In fact, we are excellent about making assumptions. We don't fit in at a gathering, because we're
"different" from everyone else for various reasons. We might think "These people won't care if I
leave, because they already know just how different I am and they don't really care."
That's really not true.
I remember one time in Pittsburgh, I went to a small group with one of my friends. It was a Methodist
small group, but it was more 'non-denominational-and-methodist.' I will admit: I have a bit of a bias



against non denominational churches as I am fairly traditional, but I'm working on bias. I remember
riding home with my friend in the car after the small group, and she asked me how I liked the small
group.
I was brutally honest. I said 'I didn't feel like I blended in at all with the people there. I didn't think I
was going to be able to go back.' In my mind, I had everyone figured out. I knew their back stories, I
knew why they were theologically different from me, I knew exactly why I shouldn't go back. I had
resolved to not go back, and to abandon the idea of small groups during my time in seminary.
What my friend said back to me shocked me. I still think about it to this day. I think I was slightly
offended at the time, but it was something I needed to hear anyway. She parked her car, took her
hands off the wheel and articulated very clearly "Hattie, you know literally nothing about these
people. You have just met them."
It still stings. I tried to Sherlock Holmes them. I knew everything about them, and I knew exactly why
I didn't fit and why I should leave.
Needless to say, I went back for many months. I grew to like and appreciate the people, and that
particular small group. Did I fit in perfectly? No.
No, I was right about that. But did we all fit together seamlessly? No.
Because we're all individuals.
But did we grow together? Yes. I may have been right about some of my assumptions, but I was
wrong about a lot of them too.
Feeling out of place has a lot to do with our internal dialog rather than the external dialog. Has to do
with how we identify, and how we assume other people are. And that feeling 'out of place' will have
to do with whether we decide to stay or leave a gathering.
If we perceive we are not wanted somewhere, typically we want to leave. And we can convince
ourselves that we are not wanted in a lot of places. Or even worse, we can convince ourselves that
we have better things to do, and we leave without giving the benefit of the doubt.
Joseph made some assumptions about Mary. It was hard not to, with the interesting position she
was in. Pregnant, and engaged. Joseph decided leaving was probably the best thing, because he
didn't quite fit into her narrative. Her baby was not his child.
Something I notice is that Joseph was not unkind. His decision to leave was actually tactfully done.
He did not publicly humiliate Mary: he was going to break off the agreement quietly. I think our
decision to leave is often not from an unkind place. But it doesn't mean that it's not misled.
Joseph stayed, because God guided him to stay. An angel came to Joseph. A messenger from God
came to Joseph to encourage him to stay.
I think we don't give enough credit to angels on this Earth. And the older I get, the more comfortable
I get with the idea of angels. But where do angels come from? God.
So if we can't hear the voice of God, and we're not fitting in, and life is a struggle, let's keep an eye
out for angels. Perhaps God will help us with that means of assistance. God has many different
ways of speaking to us and helping us.
So Joseph had a choice after an angel spoke to him in his dream. Does he stick with the decision
he made, with the assumption he already made, with the notion that he doesn't fit into Mary's
narrative. Or does he allow God to help him change his mind, even after he resolved to leave Mary?
We know the rest of the story, thanks be to God.



Joseph was not superhuman. Joseph was very human. And God had to guide him. God will help
guide and change our minds, even after we have resolved to do something else. As long as we are
open to potentially being wrong about our assumptions, we can let a lot of grace filter into our lives.
"Should I stay or should I go" is not always a decision we have to make on our own. Sometimes it
will be revealed to us. Somehow we fit in better than we think we do, whether our internal dialog
tells us that or not. Praise God Joseph listened to the angel and stayed.
Where are you being asked to stay? Where might you be sent out?
Where might God be challenging your resolve? In this last week of Advent, prepare yourself for the
new thing that is arriving. Because we belong. And we belong to that light entering the world.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;*

the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory: Prelude on an Ancient Melody    Russell Schulz-Widmar

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;



People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light No. 206
1. I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. God set the stars to give light to the
world.  The star of my life is Jesus.
Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all.  The night and the day are both alike. The Lamb is the
light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
2. I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine
on my path, and show me the way to the Father. [Refrain]
3. I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. When we have run with patience the
race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: Advent Prayer  UMH 201
Merciful God,
you sent your messengers the prophets

to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation.
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,

that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity,
and may await with joy

the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

One God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Postlude: I Saw Three Ships        arr. Anna Laura Page
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