
Date: December 11, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    No. 211 vs. 5-7
5. O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home. The captives from their
prison free, and conquer death's deep misery.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
6. O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thy justice here; disperse the gloomy
clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight. [Refrain]
7. O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind. From dust thou brought us
forth to life; deliver us from earthly strife. [Refrain]

Call to Worship: Canticle of Mary UMH 199
My soul proclaims the greatness of the LORD,
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, who has looked with favor on me, a lowly servant.
From this day all generations shall call me blessed:
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is the name of the LORD, whose mercy
is on those who fear God from generation to generation.
The arm of the LORD is strong, and has scattered the proud in their conceit.
God has cast down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.
God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich empty away.
God has come to the aid of Israel, the chosen servant, remembering the promise of mercy,
the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.



Lighting of the Advent Candles: Joy
Collect: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Lighting of the candle Joy:  We light this candle of joy, that we may pause in the light and warmth of
the flames, to ponder the joy in the coming of our redemption.

*Advent Hymn:  Star-Child    FWS    No. 2095, v. 3
3. Grown child, old child, memory full of years, sad child, lost child, story told in tears,
Refrain: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Prayer of Illumination: God, as we listen to the words in these ancient texts, we look for the
light that illumined the way for our ancestors those many years ago. May this light, reflected
around us and reentering the world at Christmas, guide us this Advent season. Amen.

Scripture:
1st Reading Isaiah 35: 1-10
2nd Reading James 5:  7-10

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter    No 221
1.In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow
had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he
comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; but
his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

4. What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a Wise
Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 11: 2-11

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Third Sunday of Advent is the PINK candle. This represents Joy, and is
a break from the “penitential” (repenting, like JBap asked us to) in this season of Advent.
Sometimes, this is called “Gaudete Sunday” (Latin for Rejoice) and represents the shepherds who
rejoiced with Mary and Joseph after Jesus was born.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Into the wilderness
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad… for waters shall break forth in the wilderness.

Let's say you have a day off. There you are, drinking your morning coffee after waking up naturally
at 6:30. You're reflecting on yesterday, and thinking of all you might want to do today. Your gas tank



is full, it’s 55 degrees and sunny. Your friend is coming for dinner, the crock pot is almost ready to
go: so you have all day to do something.

Where will you go?

Some of you might go out hunting. The woods call you, because you know there is an 8 point buck
just stomping around, waiting to be captured. Even if you don’t catch anything, you’re glad for the
time in the woods. Away from the cars, away from work, away from papers and barking dogs.
Some of us might go out for a really long walk. Maybe the woods, maybe a local park, maybe just
around the neighborhood. There is something so sacred about this quiet time on a walk. Maybe
you’ll run into an old friend, or a couple of friendly dogs. Or maybe your walk at the local park will
turn into an all day outing.

Some of us might immediately think of going out to the mall to go shopping. With the mall culture
these days, it might be just as quiet as if you walked down an empty street. Maybe you'll stay home
in the quiet, if your household is as small as mine…

Would you ever consider going to an airport, pre-Covid times, and just watching the people? There
is something really interesting about being in a public place that is so busy, so transient, that it is like
going to a quiet place.

In the midst of business, there is stillness. Internal stillness.

I notice that our passages talk about wilderness.

The wilderness in The Bible is something really important. These cultures are surrounded by
deserts and temporary streams running through. Stands of trees and wild critters.

Yet the cradle of civilization was in this part of the world. Between the Tigris and the Euphrates.
Amidst all this wilderness. The Messiah came to earth, that scandal of particularity, in that part of the
world.

The desert, the wilderness, blooms every once in a while with the rains.

We hear in the first reading, when the Lord returns, that wilderness will not be so threatening.

There is something about this wild space. It's at once deadly, and life-giving.

If you ever watch those shows with Les Stroud or Bear Grylls, you see just how harsh the outdoors
can be.

We get this idealized version of nature in our minds, but these days we are more suited to live in
buildings than we are to live out in the woods. We no longer have fur all over our bodies or tails. Er.
Most of us don't. We're pretty vulnerable.  Let's say we are out in the wilderness and do get to a
stream, our bodies are no longer used to dealing with the potential parasites.

Our ancient ancestors wandered through the wilderness looking for the promised land, and that 1st
generation never made it. Their children did, but there were valid complaints the whole time.

So why on our perfect day would we potentially go out into the woods, or somewhere quiet?  Do our
bodies know something we don't? I think so.

Practically, we usually have a home to go back to. The wilderness is not as threatening when we
can still see the road. We carry a compass or a map or a phone to help us navigate the woods. We
come prepared in case something happens in this raw nature we find so attractive.



And the wilderness is awfully beautiful, crocuses or not.  We may go walking, find ourselves out of
breath, say we will never go again, and be drawn back to that same place just a couple weeks later.

In college, you may have gone out into the woods on a walk with a handsome young man (or
woman), and an hour in, find that you're lost with this practical stranger in the dark.

But you still go out walking with them, again and again, overcoming your fear of being lost.
Memorizing the trails. The woods, the space away from our daily lives, it calls to us.

There is something centering about the wilderness. John the Baptist went out into the wilderness to
baptize:  John needed to get away from the soft robes. He needed the harsh reality of the outside
world to remind people what we really are.

Jesus after his baptism, where did he go? He went off into the wilderness. He needed that time
away to center himself before his ministry. To be able to withstand temptation, even all alone.

I'm beginning to think as we slowly see less and less wilderness, due to construction and
destruction. As we disconnect from nature and connect into cities, we begin to find wilderness in
diverse places. Wilderness can be found in that mall, wilderness could be found in the airport. It will
just have to be more internal. (This is just my theory so take it with a grain of salt.)

I think getting out to the woods, or getting away from civilization is a great way to explore that
wilderness. And while it may be beautiful, you're not just there for the beauty. Really beautiful things
can be very dangerous. You're there because you are on a journey. You are exploring places in
yourself that might need some separation, some space, for you to be able to explore them more
deeply. Jesus could have been tempted by the devil in the city, but there was something about being
in the wilderness that allowed for a different experience.

Honestly, you probably could hunt deer in the town of Potsdam. There's always deer standing by the
road when I go on walks at night time. But there's something better about hunting in the woods.

Maybe in a more metaphorical sense, you are going through a wilderness in your spiritual journey. It
could be that God has asked you to go there. There could be a lot of growth that comes out of this.
Wilderness does not necessarily mean bad, but it does not necessarily mean safe.

In this time of advent, as we are waiting for the birth of the messiah, we are in a spiritual wilderness
of sorts. We are like somebody being baptized by John. Out there waiting for our turn in the
purifying water, knowing that the One who is to come baptizes with spirit and fire.

And even John was in spiritual wilderness. He still questioned Jesus' messiah status, even after
baptizing him. Time away doesn't necessarily mean that you're going to get all the answers, but it
will give you space to reflect. In the stillness we might hear God's voice.

Take this time to reflect. Take advantage of the wilderness that we have, whether physical or
internal. Because the time is coming nearer when God will return. And that day will be beautiful, and
wild.

Go out into this wilderness in preparation.



Apostles Creed: UMH 881
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;*
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory:

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Blessed Be the God of Israel    No. 209
1.Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, who visits and redeems us, and grants us
liberty. The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; God shall fulfill the promise to bring
our people peace.

2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; a Savior comes among us to raise us up to
heaven.  Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, the prophet of salvation, the harbinger
of day.

3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's
eyes, to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; O bless our God and Savior with songs
that never cease!

Closing Prayer: Advent Prayer UMH 201
Merciful God,
you sent your messengers the prophets

to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation.
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,

that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity,
and may await with joy

the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

One God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Postlude:
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