
Date: December 4, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Twas in the Moon of Wintertime     French Canadian Melody    arr. Mark Sedio

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     No. 211, vs.1-4
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the
Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge
show and cause us in her ways to go. [Refrain]

3. O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai's height in ancient times once
gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe. [Refrain]

4. O come, thou Root of Jesse's tree, an ensign of thy people be; before thee rulers silent fall; all
peoples on thy mercy call. [Refrain]

Call to Worship: Psalm 72 UMH 795

Lighting of Advent Wreath: Candle of Faith/Love

Collect: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Lighting of the candle Faith:  We light this candle of faith, also the candle of love, that the light may
draw us closer by faith to the one who loves us.

*Advent Hymn:  Star Child     FWS No. 2095, v.2

Street child, beat child, no place left to go, hurt child, used child, no one wants to know,

Chorus: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Prayer of Illumination: God, as we listen to the words in these ancient texts, we look for the
light that illumined the way for our ancestors those many years ago. May this light, reflected
around us and reentering the world at Christmas, guide us this Advent season. Amen.

Scripture:
OT Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10
NT Reading: Romans 15: 4-13

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    No. 229
1. Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is
Lord of all. Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: Christ the babe is Lord
of all.

2. Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new saw the glory, heard the story,
tidings of a gospel true.  thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: Christ
the babe was born for you.

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 3: 1-12

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Reflections on the wreath: Summary– The wreath goes back to
Germany! Pre-Chrisitna people lit candles around wreaths in anticipation of Spring. Middle Ages
saw the transformation of Christians using wreaths. Shape in for infinite love, and evergreens for
everlasting God. Controversy on second Sunday candle meaning. Some traditions say this is the
week of Peace, not Love or Faith!

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Repentance

Repent! The Kingdom of Heaven has come near.

Up until a few years ago, this passage always confused me.

When I think of advent, I think of it as a time where Mary is pregnant. This is the story leading up to
Jesus's birth. We should be hearing about her trip any day now.

But we know that cousin's Mary and Elizabeth (John the Baptist's mom), were pregnant at the same
time. So John the Baptist is an adult proclaiming the need for repentance, what does that say about
Jesus?



It says that Jesus is an adult, and he is likely going to reveal who he is soon.

But we include this passage in Advent, because it is about the coming of the savior. This is the last
time we will hear about Jesus before he reveals who he is.

I think of it like the time before a cross country race. We would sit on the bus, we would stretch, we
would wait until the line up. Waiting for the special gun to go off.

We know: advent is a time of waiting. And these people getting baptized by John are waiting. But
this is active waiting.

It is fun to hear the story of Jesus's birth, and the events leading up to it during this time of advent.
We like hearing about the star, and the Inn with no rooms. It tugs at our hearts to hear how Mary
and Jesus and Joseph fled as to not have Jesus killed by Herod.

But there's something deeply theological about these passages not telling us the birth story, instead
referencing this time of waiting for the revelation of Jesus's true nature. It's not just waiting for a
birth. It's waiting for hope.

And how do we do that? Well, we talked about a few different ways. In the church, we do baptisms
and Eucharist.

As protestants, these are 2 sacraments. These are supposed to help nourish us for the coming of
God. Baptism for the washing away of sins, and communion for the continual nourishing of Jesus
into our very beings.

For us, baptism and communion are deeply Christian things. So what about John, who baptized
Christ Jesus? Doesn't make a lot of sense when put that way.

I know I usually mentioned it on baptism Sundays, but I want to repeat it here. Baptizing with water
like John was doing was a purification ritual. John was likely part of a special branch of Judaism, the
Essenes, who were very precise with purification standards.

This may seem odd, as John is described to be wearing camel hair. But trust me, that was a
traditional prophet outfit. Same with eating the bugs. Did you know there are a number of locusts
that are considered kosher?

Washing people with water for physical and spiritual purposes came around a LOT earlier than
Christianity. Thank goodness.

For me, the thought of baptism being in a few different traditions reminds me just how tied we are to
those who came before us. And that doesn't always need to be a bad thing.

The people being washed by John knew that they needed to repent, even before the Christ came.
The whole narrative of the Old Testament is about the need for repentance.

I sometimes get this idea that the Old Testament ends and there is a brief interlude before the New
Testament begins. But that's just not how it happened. The second Temple period of Judaism is a
little fuzzy to me, but rest assured the narrative is continual.

The people coming to repent are Jewish people who realize that they've fallen away from God. They
want to be returned to their original bodies, they want Zion to be restored, and God to lead them like
he did their ancestors. They want the bodies like Adam-and-Eve had, before the Fall.



John the Baptist is not fulfilling that for them, but he is pointing to a special means of redemption.
When he says the Kingdom of Heaven is near, he means something a little different from the
prophets before him. This Kingdom of Heaven has a body.

So why does John accept some people, and others he calls names? There are a few reasons. The
Pharisees were influential and charismatic. This also made them dangerous. They set what the
people should believe, and they set the pattern for how people will act. John was calling out the
Pharisees' habits of "talking the talk", without "walking the walk". And the Sadducees, somewhat
influential but not as well liked, held a theology that was not hopeful. John was calling out their
behavior saying "if you are just coming to look, or doing this for show, it will not benefit you." John
made it clear that just because our ancestors were beloved by God, it does not mean that we are
guaranteed a personal relationship with God without putting in the work.

This "kingdom of Heaven coming near" that John the Baptist is pointing to, which in other words is
Jesus's beginning of his ministry, is a way in which people will be able to have a personal
relationship with their God. Something that hadn't happened since the time of Moses. Or maybe
even David.

But Jesus' humble beginnings, his arrival into the world, did not immediately bring forgiveness to
people. We don't celebrate Christmas because it means the job is done, the whole world is saved.

We still have all of the gospel narrative to tell us how Jesus brings forgiveness. In the book of
Matthew, forgiveness doesn't come until the end of the book. Matthew 26 is when Jesus gives
forgiveness of sins.

Jesus goes around teaching and healing, but the forgiveness comes nearly at the end of his life.
Know when it is? "This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness
of sins."

Even at our baptism we are pointed to communion.

So what can we take away today?

Our redemption, our wholeness, our fulfillment is dependent on our relationship with the one who
came to forgive. But not only to forgive. To baptize us with the spirit. To purify. To teach us how to
love.

If John can tell us how we should love, or in this case, how we should not love, then how much
more should we listen to the one of whom John is not worthy to untie the sandals of? Repentance is
lifelong, and it has much to do with how we treat each other.

Repent, the Kingdom of Heaven has come near. And will come even nearer soon.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Chorale Prelude on "O Morning Star"      arr. Marsha Medley

Doxology UMH   94

Holy Communion UMH   12



Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:  I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord     No. 617
1. I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, in awe and wonder to recall his life laid
down for me, his life laid down for me.

2. I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new community of love in Christ's
communion bread, in Christ's communion bread.

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends.  The love that made us
makes us one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

4. And thus with joy we meet our Lord His presence, always near, is in such friendship better known;
we see and praise him here, we see and praise him here.

5. Together met, together bound, we'll go our different ways, and as his people in the world, we'll live
and speak his praise, we'll live and speak his praise.

Closing Prayer: Advent Prayer  UMH 201

Postlude: O Thou of God the Father      J. S. Bach
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