
Date: November 27, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    arr. Burton Bumgarner

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus No. 196
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.  Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear
desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy
gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient
merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Call to Worship: Canticle of Light and Darkness UMH 205

Lighting of the Advent Candles: Hope

Advent Collect: “Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” Amen.
Lighting of the First Candle:  “We light the candle of hope, that this flame may symbolize the hope
that is to enter the world in the coming of the messiah.”

Advent Hymn: Star Child FWS No. 2095

1. Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lightning rod.
Chorus: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone
Alive!



Prayer of Illumination: God, as we listen to the words in these ancient texts, we look for the
light that illumined the way for our ancestors those many years ago. May this light, reflected
around us and reentering the world at Christmas, guide us this Advent season. Amen.

Scripture:
1st Reading Isaiah 2: 1-5
2nd Reading Romans 13: 11-14

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  Once in Royal David's City    No. 250
1. Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby in a manger for
his bed; Mary, loving mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a stable, and
his cradle was a stall.  With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

3. Jesus is our childhood's pattern, day by day, like us he grew; he was little, weak, and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew; and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.

4. And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child so dear and
gentle is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 24: 36-44

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: What is Advent?
(Some notes: Advent comes from Latin, Adventus. Means the approach, the arrival. We prepare
homes, churches, and hearts. 4 candles for 4 Sundays. Wreath is symbolic in itself, and we will hear
more about it next week. Typically found on Altar, side table, ceiling, or table! Purple is the royal
color, that’s why the first candle is purple.)

Choral Anthem

SERMON: "Advent week 1: Waiting"

Why do you think we had this reading today? Here we are, starting the new Christian year (the 1st
Sunday of advent). So our Christian year starts with Apocalyptic readings. The year starts with the
end times.

Perhaps that's fitting for a religion that says the world never has an end, as God will bring in a new
heaven in a new Earth.

It does feel a little strange to be talking about the end of the world as we are surrounded by these
beautiful Christmas decorations.

I guess the advent is more like lent than it is like Christmas. And if lent is about waiting, then advent
is also about waiting. When I read the Matthew passage you know what it's about? Waiting.

We do a lot of waiting as Christians.  But the things we are waiting for are really important.



So how do you wait for important things?

Sometimes we busy ourselves doing other things while we're waiting. Sometimes we talk about
what we think will happen After we're done waiting. Sometimes we go to sleep.

There are lots of various ways to wait, Some better than others. What's really hard to do is to be
present in the moment while we are waiting. To be able to appreciate the beauty in that waiting
space.

You may have heard this analogy before, that Earth is just a waiting room before they get to heaven.
Personally, I'm not really sure what to think of that. I have the strange feeling that Earth is a lot more
important than just a waiting room for heaven, but I can't exactly tell you what Earth is for. I know
that it can and should be enjoyed as much as possible, as it is our everlasting home. Just not in the
way we know it now.

But on Earth as we know it now, what are you waiting for? We can be kind of macabre, and say we
are waiting for death.  I'm sure poets have used that language before.  We're waiting for lots of
things. Some of us are waiting for Christmas.  Some of us are waiting to get our cars back. Some of
us are waiting on a test diagnosis. Some of us are waiting on a phone call. Maybe some of us are
just waiting for lunch at this point.

The strange thing about waiting is, often we think we know what we are expecting. When we're
waiting for a package from UPS, we think we're getting that package of undergarments that we
ordered from Amazon 4 weeks ago. Sometimes when you get the package, it's a pair of extra small
leggings and a small athletic T-shirt.

Sometimes in our spiritual lives, we pray and we wait. We pray and we wait. And the way that the
prayer is answered is not the way that we prayed for an answer.

Back before we had package tracking in the same way, we may not have known exactly when our
packages were going to arrive. Unlike Christmas that arrives every December 25th, sometimes our
test diagnoses don't come when we expect them to come.

But that 1st Christmas Day, Jesus' actual birthday, I'm not sure the world expected it to happen on
that day. Sure the prophets were told that for many years, sure many people had faith that day
would come. But it still came somewhat unexpectedly, at least to most everyone except Mary and
Joseph.

From the passage today in Matthew, we are told that Jesus' coming again is also going to be a day
and an hour that nobody knows.  We can't track it, no matter how hard we try. We can see evidence
that maybe the day’s getting closer. Just paying attention to our news lately makes me realize the
truth in the saying that Christ will come again.  Christ needs to come again to redeem many ways in
which the world has gone wrong since its original coming.

So how do we wait?

Sometimes we busy ourselves. We find something we're good at doing and we do it. We listen to
Christ's words and how to treat other people and we work on doing it.



Sometimes we talk about what we are expecting when we no longer have to wait. Once the day has
arrived. What will heaven be like? "Let's read a bunch of philosophy books and see what we can
come up with." In a less helpful way, sometimes we dwell too much on what we expect life will be
like when we get to heaven and we separate ourselves too much in this time on Earth. It will be
tempting to curse our bodies and too long to be just souls. But again as I've said before, we are told
we will be embodied again. The body is not something bad to be separated from. I'd like to think that
the original mother and father of humanity, Adam and Eve, had bodies that weren't very painful until
after the fall. If we are to be redeemed, I think our bodies will be like the pre-fall bodies.

Sometimes we sleep while we wait. Sleep is a good way to rest our bodies, it's a very necessary
thing. But sleeping just to pass the time seems awfully sad. Think of how much joy you would miss if
you were asleep. I admit, sometimes I look forward to sleep, just to see if I can get back into a
dream world that I like.

I rarely ever do.

More figuratively, maybe sleeping in our faith is very tempting.

I was talking with someone in the car the other day, and we talked about just how easy it is to fall
out of good habits.  You start going to church because you're seeking some form of spiritual
nourishment. Then you find it's hard to get up, so you miss a Sunday or 2. And before you know it
you're back to not attending church, but you still find God in various places. I think it's important to
still keep in touch with God, even if you're not attending church. But I truly believe that church
nourishes a piece of yourself that is hard to get in other ways. An intentional Christian community is
not found everywhere.

So we're told to keep awake, because we don't know when the son of man is coming again. Will he
come tomorrow? Seems pretty unlikely. But it's not out of the realm of possibilities.

I want to encourage us to stick with our faith, because it will Be one of the most true and steadfast
things that you can hold on to in this life. And what's amazing about waiting with your faith, is that it's
not boring. Faith deepens. Faith changes.

The other day, as I was listening to the gospel of John in the car, it was as if I heard it for the 1st
time ever. I don't think I'd ever heard a gospel all the way through like that, and with such profound
meaning.  It felt like a John Wesley Aldersgste moment.

I am more awake now.

So in this time of advent, with the horizon being Christ's return, and the present being the strength
of the spirit. Are you awake? How are you waiting?  We must be ready, because the son of man is
coming at an unexpected hour.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Prelude on an Ancient Melody    Russell Schulz-Widmar

Doxology UMH    94



Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:  Blessed Be the God of Israel    No. 209
1. Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, who visits and redeems us, and grants
us liberty.  The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; God shall fulfill the promise to
bring our people peace.

2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; a Savior comes among us to raise us up to
heaven.  Before him goes the herald, fore-runner in the way, the prophet of salvation, the harbinger
of day.

3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's
eyes, to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; O bless our God and Savior with songs
that never cease!

Closing Prayer: Advent Prayer    UMH 201

Postlude: How Brightly Shines the Morning Star Johann Christoph Bach



Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10:30am-2:30pm.

Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org
Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY

Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

mailto:info@potsdamumc.org
http://www.potsdamumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
mailto:pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

