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Date: November 20, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: We Gather Together     Franklin Ritter

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Come Ye Thankful People Come     No. 694
1. Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; all is safely gathered in, ere the
winter storms begin. God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied; come to God's own
temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
2. All the world is God's own field, fruit as praise to God we yield; wheat and tares together sown
are to joy or sorrow grown; first the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear; Lord of
harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.
3. For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home; from the field shall in that day
all offenses purge away, giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast; but the fruitful ears
to store in the garner evermore.
4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home; gather thou thy people in, free from
sorrow, free from sin, there, forever purified, in thy presence to abide; come, with all thine angels,
come, raise the glorious harvest home.

Call to Worship: Based on Luke 1: 68-79
Blessed be the God of Israel!
For He has redeemed his people!
He has raised up a Saviour,
Out of the house of his servant David.
He has spoken out of the mouth of prophets,
and remembered his holy covenant.
By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us!



Special Musical Offering

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, your word reveals the history of your people. By this long
narrative, may we find ourselves in the midst of your kingdom being unveiled.

Scripture:
1st Reading:        Jeremiah 23: 1-6
2nd Reading:       Colossians 1: 11-20

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross     No. 301
1. Jesus, keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain, free to all, a healing stream, flows from
Calvary's mountain.
Refrain: In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever, till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the
river.
2. Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me; there the bright and morning star
sheds its beams around me. [Refrain]
3. Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; help me walk from day to day with its
shadow o'er me. [Refrain]
4. Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever, till I reach the golden strand just beyond
the river. [Refrain]

Gospel Reading:   Luke 23: 33-43

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: A poem on violence in the Bible

Choral Anthem

SERMON: The Benefit of the Doubt

Next week begins Advent. Here we are, Christ the King Sunday (celebrating by acknowledging
stewardship, and appreciating all that goes into our shared life as a congregation.)

And what better way to end the last Sunday before Advent, and acknowledge Christ’s kingship, than
reading about the crucifixion? (I am being funny.) It seems like a sudden shift: no last supper, no
time in the garden! We’ll have to wait until Lent.

For now, let’s look at Christ as King. Sometimes we call him King, but more often ‘Lord’. We’re
reminded that Christ’s divinity has three parts: the Prophet foretells (or fulfills) the scriptures. Priest
mediates between people and Father. And King of all, sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

In olden times, the king was also a judge. The city walls had spaces where people would gather to
bring their cases to the one who could settle the dispute! Sometimes the king would be in the role of
judge. Jesus was not seen as a king in the same way as the kings in the Old Testament; though,
that was the hope on the day we now call Palm Sunday. “Welcome in that king to drive out the
Romans.” In fact, I think Jesus sets a new precedent for the king. Remember in Luke 12: 13-21?



Someone asks Jesus to settle the dispute between him and his family over inheritance. And what
does Jesus say? “Do I look like a judge or a mediator to you? Guard your hearts against greed.”
Jesus refuses to be in the role of earthly judge or king in the way the people want.

This theme comes up again and again.

The Messiah is hanging on the cross, next to criminals. People know Jesus is powerful, some even
have faith he is the son of God. He’s wandered for years, doing miracles and teaching. He’s earned
respect. But the people still have him killed. And they want to test him, even on the cross. (I think
that’s a sign of fear. The people want to justify their condemnation.)

“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” If you are the king, a judge, a conqueror, the One
sent by God, save yourself.

And what does the King say? “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” Not
“I condemn you for all the punishments you deserve!” No judges’ verdict yet. Here, we see
compassion.

But, part of the role of sitting at the right hand of the Father, is Jesus will be Judge. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

We must remember Jesus’ Kingship, even if it seems like nothing we have ever seen.

Listen to the attitude of the people in the Gospel. “Prove to us you are who you say you are.” As if
the healings and teachings were not enough. But I think many of us would be skeptical, too.

It reminds me of a phrase you may have heard: “Doctor, heal yourself!”

To say “If you are capable of such good, why can’t you institute it in your own life?”

It’s an interesting question. I think people in public positions run into this a lot. “If we’re supposed to
follow your advice as a nutritionist, we expect you to be in peak physical condition.” “If we’re going
to listen to you as a governor, we expect you to have a really healthy family.”

Somehow, things just don’t work that way.

I have a friend who is a nutritionist, and she admitted that she felt embarrassed to be a bit
overweight in her field, because she feels like her clients judge her. There sometimes is a
disconnect between knowing what is good for us, and always doing what is good for us.

Sometimes we buy the spinach, but it rots in the fridge as we tell ourselves to eat it.

Sometimes we go through the drive through before we realize there are still eggs and bread at
home.

Sometimes we tell ourselves we will practice patient parenting and NOT yell at the kids, but then
they do something that REALLY frustrates us.

In our defense, as different people, sometimes what is good for one person might not be as good for
another. Virtues are a sliding scale. Getting married and having a family is great! But so is being
single and helping raise your sibling’s kids.

A good practice is not judging another for their behavior if it is not hurting people. Sometimes, we
will have to mention something uncomfortable. “Hey, I’ve noticed you’ve been sick for 2 months
now– are you okay?”



But part of discerning when to raise a potentially judgmental concern has to do with context.

One of the criminals says “you can’t be the Messiah… prove it if you are!”

The other reads the context of the situation. He sees the bigger picture.

“Look, we’re all under the same sentence! Don’t test God when you’re in this vulnerable position!
There must be a bigger reason he is still here, because he has done nothing wrong.”

The faith held by that criminal, to trust that there must be a reason for this innocent teacher to
suffer– That’s the kind of faith we can aspire to.

Do you ever see odd behavior, and wonder what is wrong with the person?

If you drive, you might fall into this: “Why AREN’T you merging?! I’m GIVING you space!!” “If you
use your TURN SIGNAL, you have to TURN it OFF”.

The benefit of the doubt is a tricky exercise. Often I practice the benefit of the doubt as I drive.
“Maybe they’re a new driver.” “Maybe they’re stressed.” “Maybe I’m being the jerk here.”

I think God works in this “benefit of the doubt”. I really doubt God healed ONLY those who had
perfect faith. Jesus healed a lot of people, and a LOT of people seemed to be behind his death
anyway.

So why didn’t Christ get himself off the cross, if he was the Messiah, the King, and COULD do it?
Doctor, heal yourself!

God giving grace to others could be a reason God does things in unconventional ways. (x2)

The crucifixion, death, though really horrific, is actually the most loving thing a God could do.
Like saying: I know what death is like for my creations, and I have overcome it. So they can too.

Give grace to others. Realizing the internal battles they fight might make what they do and what
they aspire to do look a bit different; that’s loving your neighbor.

Love one another means sometimes loving the other in situations where we might be tempted to call
them out. Give the benefit of the doubt.

Jesus was an unconventional King, but it doesn’t mean he isn’t a King. He is sitting at the right hand
of the Father. Doctors may be sick sometimes, it does not mean they are bad doctors. The principal
at an elementary school may be challenged at home with their own young children. But it doesn’t
mean they are incapable of being an excellent principal.

I encourage us to practice giving grace in unlikely places. Think about the concept. Let it into your
being. Read this passage and see if you can identify with that criminal whose faith rewarded him a
spot in Paradise.

For despite what it may look like, the powers of this world are passing away. And the true King
reigns.

Special Musical Offering

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  This Is My Father’s World     James Pethel
Sharing our gifts for local food pantries



Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Now Thank We All Our God     No. 102
1. Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things has done, in
whom this world rejoices; who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way with countless
gifts of love, and still is ours today.
2. O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful hearts and blessed
peace to cheer us; and keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed; and free us from all ills,
in this world and the next.
3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; the Son, and him who reigns with them in
highest heaven; the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore; for thus it was, is now, and
shall be evermore.
Closing Prayer: Shepherd of Israel, hear our prayer as your Son heard the plea of the
criminal crucified with him. Gather into Christ's holy reign the broken, the sorrowing, and the
sinner, that all may know wholeness, joy, and forgiveness. Amen.

Postlude: Postlude on “St. George’s Windsor” Jason D. Payne
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