
Date: November 13, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: God Bless Our Native Land            Wilbur Held

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines No. 729
1. O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, guide us to
justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes. May swords of hate fall from our hands,
our hearts from envy find release, till by God's grace our warring world shall see Christ's promised
reign of peace.
2. Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small; as beasts and cattle
calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all. Then enemies shall learn to love, all creatures find
their true accord; the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Call to Worship: Based on Isaiah 12
Leader: You will say in that day
People: I will give thanks to you O Lord.
Leader: For though you were angry,
People: you turned your anger away and comforted me.
Leader: Surely God is my salvation,
People: I will trust and not be afraid.

Prayer of Illumination: God of new life, prompt us to action with your holy words. May the
words we hear today remind us of your truth, and our faith in the midst of struggles. Amen

Scripture:
1st Reading Isaiah 65: 17-25
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13



Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Have Thine Own Way, Lord   No. 382
1. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Thou art the potter; I am the clay. Mold me and
make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still.
2. Have thine own way, Lord! have thine own way! Search me and try me, Savior today! Wash me
just now, Lord, wash me just now, as in thy presence humbly I bow.
3. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Wounded and weary, help me I pray! Power, all
power, surely is thine! Touch me and heal me, Savior divine!
4. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Hold o'er my being absolutely sway. Fill with thy
Spirit till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me!

Gospel Reading:   Luke 21: 5-19
Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Stained Glass summary

Early as mid 600s! In monasteries (stable church buildings, early church communities.)
Way to make the building beautiful, let light in, less distraction than clear windows, tell stories for so
many people who couldn't read!

Choral Anthem

SERMON: No stone left resting on the other…

This gospel reading is packed today.  All the different layers to what Jesus is saying, and some of
the challenging ideas it gives us. I could probably do a few different sermons just on the different
parts of this paragraph of text.

Jesus first reminds us that the world will not last forever in the way that we know it. He reminds us
that we will not know the day when the world will end. The gospel says many people will come
claiming the end of the world, or claiming that they are the messiah– but they will be false prophets.

And then the really scary stuff. Jesus talks about the lives of Christians to come after him. Those
believing in Christ will be arrested and persecuted by the state, church, and family.  The message of
Christ might get us hated by many on earth, even though Christ will reward us.

Now, this may sound odd, but It's easy to let ourselves get a little self righteous about that. To say
"yes I'm a Christian, and yes, God is with me, and yes I am against the evil world out there."

But I want to remind us that we also fall into bad habits. Sometimes the persecution is coming from
us.

When we hate other christians. I'm sure we're all aware of all of the little passive aggressive quips
that many of us make to each other, or the little arguments that happen within a church family.

It's not very Christ- like. I'm sure this is a piece of what Jesus was talking about, family against
family.

But today, I think I want to focus on something that maybe we haven't talked much about before in
sermons. Church buildings.



The beginning of this passage is people talking about the temple.  Reminder– at this time, the
temple was a place for God (in the ark) to reside. Sacrifices and special priests were needed.

Synagogues are houses of worship and teaching for the Jewish people.

I think our modern churches are a bit more like synagogues, places will be gathered for instruction
and worship and teaching. And most importantly, reading the word.

So the temple was adorned beautifully, because it was a very special place for God to dwell. And to
be fair, I think it's kind to make a place beautiful if we want to worship God in it.

It was radical for Jesus to say "well, it may be decorated nicely but it won't last." Almost seems a
little… cynical? Trite?

But Jesus was making a good point; the decorations don't make a building more holy. When we're
too proud of our decorations and the money that goes into a building, we might lose sight of why it's
actually built.

The Titanic is a tragic example of this.

I want us to keep this question in mind, as we examine our own lives: Is there something that we're
putting a lot of money and thought into that is distracting us from our faith? For some of us it might
be a relationship, a hobby, perhaps even our career.

And now, as a communal space (as a church), I want us to think about this question together: Are
there some ways in which we are giving too much attention to the church building rather than the
church body? That's a hard question, because we want to respect our building. When things are
falling apart, we want them to be put back together again. We don't want people to be unsafe
coming into the building.

We also want our building to look nice. If we're going to spend multiple hours a week for the rest of
our lives in a place, we might want the building to look better than a hospital room or a cubicle.
There are ways in which we can respect years worth of history, and make a place look welcoming.

Lately, it's been really common for pastors to worry about maintaining the church building. In
seminary, they did not teach us how to caretake a building, or to manage the finances of a large
roomy church.

I was not really told how much we expected to spend a year on just the building itself. Sometimes at
meetings, we look at how much we spend just to upkeep the place.  Buildings are expensive. It
leads a lot of us pastors to be cynical, and to say the biggest problem about worshiping God these
days is–the church building. So many of us pastors often wish that we just had a house church
again, or a building half this size.  I guess I was this way for a long time. I often drive by abandoned
churches and wish that they could be made into something else. I sometimes brainstorm for the day
when our churches will have to close, and we'll have to do something with the building. Of course,
this is pretty cynical, because it means I'm assuming that our buildings will not be open as houses of
worship for more than 50 years. But it's hard to look at the trends in church attendance, and be
confident that our churches will be around for another 50 years. (I entrust these problems with the
Holy Spirit.)

Sometimes pastors talk about merging buildings because none of us can afford our own building.

And, at the same time, I want us to appreciate our buildings for a minute. Think about the time
period they were built in, and how much work went into building them: the way that the stairs are
crafted, the way the woodworking is done, the way the painting is done. Look at our few modest
stained glass pieces, or the many stained glass pieces. Look at the plaques that we have dedicated



to so many of our friends and family over the years. Look at the sign we have out front, or the way
that our roofs are pointed, or the way that our building is built into the landscape.

The facing we have, the sheer volume of the place.  Each church is very different. But I think we can
agree that the less people we get, the harder it is to maintain the building. And then comes the really
sticky subject of how we decorate the building. Just like how we all decorate our houses differently,
all of us would probably prefer a different style of decoration in the church building. Sometimes we
have arguments over what should go up, and when. Sometimes we talk about if redecorating would
make other people come or leave the church.

I personally really like when we have decorations that match the theme of the season. Purple for
advent, green for ordinary time. Red for Pentecost.

I like the decorations on the communion table sometimes. Grapes for the fall, the big brass cross.

I personally don't mind the stained glass windows, but also really like the plain, bare walls of a
Puritan building.

If we know our history a little bit, we know that there are certain kinds of christians who despised
Christian art in the church building. They despised the decoration of a worship house, because it
means that the person is more tempted to worship other things rather than God during that time.

However, stained glass windows came about because people may not have understood the worship
service that well. It was nice to have your eyes rest on something that was biblical and can convey a
message to you if you don't understand what's going on during the service. A lot of Christian art
came about this way, to convey a message when people may not have understood what was going
on during the service. Or even what they were attempting to read in the Bible.

Now that we have our services in a common language, and the bible is written in the vernacular, it
makes it easier to engage with the service. We may not need stained glass windows that tell the
complex tales of biblical characters.

In fact, it seems that many of our stained glass windows have just turned into beautiful decorations
that commemorate some of our lost loved ones.

Statues of Mary and the apostles were torn out of buildings at certain points in history, because
people believed that the saints were being worshiped, rather than God. We now know that is not the
case.

(Saints are a way of asking friends to pray on your behalf to God.)

I think there is a good defense for why there should be art in church buildings. I think there is an OK
defense for why we should still have church buildings. It is good to get away from our own space
and to focus on something else for a while. Something greater than ourselves. It's meaningful to
have a space large enough to serve the community when we need to.

I think we can continue to worship in our beautifully decorated churches, and feel at peace with that.

It's probably OK to spend some of the church money on getting the doors replaced. It's probably OK
to spend some of the church money on getting a new banner.

But I do think we have to keep Jesus's words in mind. If we do start to worship the building, or find
that we're spending all of our funds on the building rather than on helping the community, it makes
us question what our Christian goal is. We're not here to be caretakers for buildings.  Someday, all
of these stones will be thrown down one on top of the other. Likely, some day these stained glass
windows will be in some rich person's house.



But our faith will continue to be strong if we have trust in the one who came to show us true life.  If
we have faith in the one who tells us to love one another. Faith in the one who tells us to watch out
for false prophets, and tells us not to try and predict the day when the end will come. In the one who
warns us of persecution, but will not leave us abandoned. It sounds like God knows a lot more than
we do.

So maybe we admire the beauty of our buildings, and be thankful. It's an offering to God. But know
that all beauty comes from God, and will return one day soon.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory: Lac qui Parle                                 Charles Callahan

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: The Battle Hymn of the Republic   No. 717
1. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; he is trampling out the vintage where
the grapes of wrath are stored; he hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword; his
truth is marching on.
Refrain: Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching
on.



2. I have seen him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps, they have builded him an altar in
the evening dews and damps; I can read his righteous sentences by the dim and flaring lamps; his
day is marching on. [Refrain]
3: He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; he is sifting out the hearts of men
before his judgment seat; O be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! Our God is
marching on. [Refrain]
4. In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, with a glory in his bosom that
transfigures you and me; as he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free, while God is
marching on. [Refrain]
5. He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave, he is wisdom to the mighty, he is honor to
the brave; so the world shall be his footstool, and the soul of wrong his slave. Our God is marching
on. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: Life-giving God, heal our lives, that we may acknowledge your wonderful
deeds and offer you thanks from generation to generation through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Postlude: Be Strong in the Lord          Robert J. Powell

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - By Appointment

Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10:30am-2:30pm.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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