
Date: November 6, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   No. 89
1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.  Melt the clouds of sin, and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. Giver
of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, stars and angels sing
around thee, center of unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow,
flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee.

3.Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth
of happy rest! Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; teach us how to love
each other, lift us to the joy divine.

4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; love divine is reigning o'er us,
binding all within its span. Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; joyful music
leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life.

Call to Worship: Psalm 145 UMH 857



Prayer of Illumination: Remind us again, Lord, of the joy of your word. In the reading of these
scriptures, center our hearts on you. Let us not be distracted by the comparison of language
and names, but focused on the joy of the truth. Amen.

Scripture:
1st Reading: Haggai 1: 1-4; 2:1-4
2nd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Trust and Obey  No. 467
1. When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word, what a glory he sheds on our way! While we
do his good will, he abides with us still, and with all who will trust and obey.

Refrain: Trust and obey, for there's no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

2. Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, but our toil he doth richly repay; not a grief or a
loss, not a frown or a cross, but is blest if we trust and obey. [Refrain]

3. But we never can prove the delights of his love until all on the altar we lay; for the favor he shows,
for the joy he bestows, are for them who will trust and obey. [Refrain]

4. Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet, or we'll walk by his side in the way; what he says
we will do, where he sends we will go; never fear, only trust and obey. [Refrain]

Gospel Reading:   Luke 20: 27-38

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Children’s Message: Retelling of Greek Mythology: soul mates

"In Plato’s The Symposium, humans were originally created with four arms, four legs and a head
with two faces. Fearing their power, Zeus split them into two separate parts, condemning them to
spend their lives in search of their other halves."

GreekSisters.com (Author, Ari, 2016)

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Our whole Selves

I think in our culture, we kind of love the idea of Soulmates. We love this idea that there's somebody
out there who is a perfect match for us.

I think the younger we are, the more we fall for that idea. When we are fresh into puberty, Maybe we
don't think about it as much. But then when we start to hit college or grad school, we start to wonder
who is our soulmate? Who is the one?

If you're not into the idea of dating people, maybe you're looking for a soulmate friend. The perfect
person to understand you, who goes beyond even speech. Maybe some people find a perfect friend
in their life, someone who is like a partner without having to be their spouse. But I have a feeling
that's idealistic.



Take what I have to say with a grain of salt, because I tend to be a bit skeptical on this Subject. I
remember talking with a counselor one time about Soulmates, and she asked if I believed in them. I
scoffed and said no. She paused and gave me a curious look and told me not to dismiss it. I think
she might believe in Soulmates, so I think different personality types believe different things on the
subject.

Perhaps some of us are delaying marriage later and later these years, because we are unsure if we
found the right person or not.

Now, whether our soulmates are the person that we're married to is a different issue. Divorce rates
are about 41% of first marriages in America:  I don't mean to sound rude, or cynical, but that doesn't
seem like very good evidence for soul mates.

The reason I bring this up is because of the different theologies found in Greek mythology and in
Christian theology. I read that story from Greek mythology for the children's sermon today, because
of how different it is from a judeo Christian understanding.

It's kind of idealistic or romantic to think that there's another half of you out there just waiting for you
to connect. It makes the world seem like a better place, it makes love seem more hopeful.

All we have to do is meet a bunch of people, filter out the good from the bad, and then we'll be able
to find true fulfillment on Earth. And when we find the right person, it will be as if we are whole
again.

I just want to tell you, that's not a really healthy way to look at other people. People are ends in
themselves, not means to an end.

Love doesn't need to be mirrored exactly the way you want it to, from someone else, for it to be
hopeful.

Love is from something greater than people. Some of us call it a force. It CAN come from people,
especially with a little help from a thing called the Holy Spirit. But already we know our greatest
sense of fulfillment cannot come from things, so too it cannot come from other people.

Not even from your spouse, or your best friend.

I think it's always been hard for us to separate the power of love from our earthly relationships.
Because love is most readily found in relationships; some argue that love cannot be found apart
from relationships. In fact, our earliest formation of love comes often from people we form
relationships with, whether that be a parent, grandparent, or even a teacher.

But the relationship between God and people is where love really stems from, though love can be
demonstrated  in the relationship between person and person.

I think this Luke 20 passage really backs up what true love looks like. It helps point to what true
fulfillment will look like.

And let me tell you, it's not finding a soulmate. I hate to burst our bubbles, but there is no other half
waiting to reconnect with you like in that Greek mythology. I know we joke about our spouse being
our better half, and I often think that's charming. But.



For better or for worse, you are a whole person even if you're not in a relationship with somebody.
You are a whole person even if you're married, you are a whole person even if you're divorced. God
knew you before you were born, not God knew half of you until you found the right person and then
when you 2 connected God met the whole you.

Greek mythology is tempting, but it's just not true.

I know that in one of our creation stories, Eve is pulled out of the side of Adam. But, there are 2
creation narratives. Genesis one and Genesis two. In the first, God created male and female in
God's image. Both were created separately.

In the other, God split Adam and made Eve from him.

Makes it kind of hard to settle on one story.

But we need to know that Adam and Eve were entirely whole beings on their own. They both got
separate punishments, they both made their own decisions. Though they were spouses, they were
their own creations from God.

I bring this up to let you know that you have worth apart from the relationships that you make. Apart
from your family, apart from your partner, apart from your spouse.

Your soul does not need another half to be whole, even if some of us will benefit greatly from having
another person around and dedicating ourselves to them. In the times when the book of Luke was
written, and especially before, males and females did not have the exact same status in society.
People may not find the exact same status in society today, but it has gotten a lot better.

Part of this Luke story is that a woman needed to be married to a man to be able to have some kind
of worth or inheritance. That is why being a widow was such a bad thing: you were often forgotten
about or mistreated without a spouse to assist on your behalf. Marriage was sort of a legal contract,
less about the love, more about the uniting of certain families and what kinds of goods you could get
for it.

It is so hopeful, and somewhat radical, for Jesus to say that this hypothetical woman in the story of
the seven husbands is her own person. That this woman is not just a wife in heaven too, but she will
have a resurrection body like the men.

And with this resurrection body that they all have, they will no longer be bound to marriage.

It might be hard for some of us to imagine not being married to our partners anymore. But it's not
like you'll get a heavenly divorce. It will just be the true fulfillment of each of yourselves.
Resurrection bodies are whole in themselves, and they live in a different way.

Just to blow our minds a little bit, the resurrection bodies are not only in the future, they are also in
the now. If God is beyond time, then everything that is going to happen has happened already, and
is happening now. Everything is "right now" to God.

Our worth is not in what we are going to do, or who we are going to meet to make us whole.

God reminds us our resurrection bodies, are true bodies, are what we are. And our worth is in that.



The best thing we can do is attempt to reciprocate the love that God has been giving to us. Some
ways to do that is by worshiping. Being here is a way of remembering God's love, and
demonstrating it. Praying, is another good way. Communicating. Having faith God has control. And
also, we can reciprocate God's love by showing that love to the ends of the Earth. Part of the love
we show to our spouse is from the love God gives us.

Just because we are a being to ourselves, it doesn't mean that we should not get married. Some of
us will feel more fulfilled in life with a partner. Some of us are called to marriage, some of us are
called to having children. And some of us are not. It does not make us more or less worthy.

If looking for that soulmate, if endlessly swiping right on those dating apps isn't doing it for you,
there probably is a reason.

You are complete in yourself. And when we know that, our love for ourselves and the other
changes.

When we accept the truth of the Gospels, we begin to see life. The true life, the one breaking into
the world now, for what it really is. When we go out, whether with our spouses, or back to our
spouse's, or in search of a spouse, or as ourselves, remember that you are a whole person. And
through God's love, that is the case. Thanks be to God.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:

Doxology UMH    94

Holy Communion UMH  12

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.



Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:  O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee    No. 430
1. O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; tell me thy secret; help me bear the
strain of toil, the fret of care.

2. Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love; teach me the wayward
feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.

3. Teach me thy patience; still with thee in closer, dearer company, in work that keeps faith sweet
and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong.

4. In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future's broadening way, in peace that only thou
canst give, with thee, O Master, let me live.

Closing Prayer: Eternally righteous God, merciful judge of all the living, in your love you
called us to share the glory of Christ. Strengthen our hearts in every good work and word,
that we may be steadfast in your ways and always believe your truth. Amen.

Postlude:

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari

Guest Organist: Johanna Saint-Vil
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