
Date: October 30, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Come, Thou fount of Every Blessing     Alessandra Ward

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior   No. 351
1. Pass me not, O gentle Savior, hear my humble cry; while on others thou art calling, do not pass
me by.

Refrain: Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry; while on others thou art calling, do not pass me by.

2. Let me at thy throne of mercy find a sweet relief, kneeling there in deep contrition; help my
unbelief.  [Refrain]

3. Trusting only in thy merit, would I seek thy face; heal my wounded, broken spirit, save me by thy
grace.   [Refrain]

4. Thou the spring of all my comfort, more than life to me, whom have I on earth beside thee?
Whom in heaven but thee?  [Refrain]



Call to Worship: Psalm 119  UMH 840

Prayer of Illumination: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen
Scripture:
1st Reading Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2:1-4
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 1: 1-4, 11-12

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Have Thine Own Way, Lord    No. 382
1. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Thou art the potter, I am the clay. Mold me and
make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still.

2. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Search me and try me, Savior to day! Wash me
just now, Lord, wash me just now, as in thy presence humbly I bow.

3. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Wounded and weary, help me I pray! Power, all
power, surely is thine! Touch me and heal me, Savior divine!

4. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Hold o'er my being absolute sway. Fill with thy
Spirit till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me!

Gospel Reading:   Luke 19: 1-10

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: A brief introduction to Martin Luther  (https://youtu.be/FhGGjRjvq7w)

Choral Anthem

SERMON: "after Zacchaeus"

Did you have a nickname when you were in school?

If you did, was it flattering, or not?

And how did you earn it?

Chances are, some of your nicknames were not well earned. I can picture in my mind somebody
saying in an exasperated voice "OK, that was ONE time!"

But the nickname sticks, regardless of frequency of actions, or the person with the nickname
protesting.

Maybe, you had a bad habit growing up, and eventually you kicked the habit. But the nickname
stays, because people remember that time when you had the habit.

For example, maybe as a young adult you used to double dip chips, so now your aunt calls you
double dip. It's been 15 years. But the nickname stays.

If you never had a nickname, perhaps you have an abbreviated name. Maybe if your name is
William, somebody calls you Will. Or if your name is Olivia, somebody calls you Olive.

https://youtu.be/FhGGjRjvq7w


I think some of us can relate to the frustration of growing out of names. "Call me Bill, not Billy."

As "United Methodists", we're pretty used to having our name be changed. Our current name
'United Methodist' came about from the merger of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the
Evangelical United Brethren church. Hence 'United Methodists.' Even further back than that,
'Methodist' was actually a negative nickname. When John Wesley was part of the Oxford Holy club,
his metered behavior with his buddies had people call them "method-ists". "Bible Moths" was
another nickname, but that wasn't as catchy for our denominational title.

Our nickname stuck, and now we're kind of proud of it.

Sometimes I wonder if we still live up to the nickname; I'm not sure how often we follow those
methods that John Wesley practiced with Charles and William…

Weekly communion, visiting the prisons, visiting the elderly, teaching children, visiting debtor's, Bible
study, and frequent worship.

The reason I bring up nicknames is because today is Reformation Sunday.

I usually think about it as being after Halloween, but since Halloween is tomorrow, I think it's this
Sunday closest to Halloween. As Methodists, we have a really interesting relationship with the group
called Protestants.

Now protestants, that word is also a nickname of sorts. Protest-ants. Protestors.

And what are we protesting?

Abuse of indulgences.

Now, if you're wondering, "what are indulgences?" That's a good question.

First, I want us to know that protestants come from Martin Luther, among others. The Church of
England, which John Wesley was a part of, was founded by King Henry VIII.  So we have ideals like
protestants, but we have a mixed history.

I think we can call Methodists "protestants", because we are broken away from the Catholic Church.
Even if "Reformation Sunday" has more to do with a man named Martin Luther, we're all still related.

This man is not MLK Jr.

Just ML. 1500s German, excommunicated monk.

Reformation history is actually sort of interesting, and is surprisingly more violent than I remember.
Not only did Martin Luther accidentally split the church, or assist the split, there were a lot of wars
that broke out. Mostly over German princes trying to decide if they're loyal to the Catholic Church, or
loyal to this new Protestant church.

But I like the name Reformation Sunday, rather than Protestant Sunday,  Because it reminds us that
Martin Luther wanted to reform the church. He was having a problem with indulgences. Indulgences
were a way for the Catholic Church to collect funding, and often in not very helpful ways. If you pay
this amount of money, your loved one will be able to get out of purgatory faster and go to heaven.
We know that's not how purgatory would work, and that's not a very helpful way to have a church



raise money. (Especially with what the money was being spent on, which was often very indulgent,
or selfish things.)

No organization is free from greed.

Martin Luther was a monk, and he wanted to reform the church that he lived in, not breakaway from
it. Much like John Wesley wanted to reform the Church of England, not break away from it.

After the wars, and after much of the dust had settled, the Catholic Church came out stronger. They
did reform some.

But at that point, there was too much hurt, and too many different branches in the protestant church
had formed.  If you want to read more about what the Catholics did to reform in what is considered
the "Counter-Reformation", you can read about the Council of Trent!

The modern Church has really reformed its practice on indulgences, and was open to some of the
critiques of Martin Luther at the time. But not all 95.

But the unflattering nickname stuck.

500 years later, a lot of Christians still have very harsh feelings towards the Roman Catholic
Christians. I assume the reasons aren't all about indulgences, but that definitely sets the tone.

I'll tie this into our gospel, because of the nature of Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus was in need of some
reforming. The people didn't like him for good reason: he was a tax collector, and he was greedy.

But when Jesus comes to him, you'll notice how upset the crowd became. Why would someone who
needs shoring up be the host for a well loved teacher and healer? That is undeserved.

But, Zacchaeus' behavior changed. Zacchaeus said he'd give back even 4 times as much as he
took.

God doesn't leave us unchanged when he has a relationship with us. Sometimes God will even
surprise us when our hearts are changed.

I sometimes wonder what Zacchaeus' relationship with the Jewish people was after his heart was
changed? Did his own still call him bad nicknames? They knew him as a greedy man before; did
they perpetually see him as a greedy man, even after he is reformed? I hope not.

We're told he promised change. "For the son of man came to seek out and to save the lost."

I often wonder about the rest of the story.

I am grateful I'm able to practice my faith in the way I do, but I still lament that we are so fractured
as a body of Christ. I lament the fact that there might still be believers still mad about the
reformation, that do not know about the reforms that have taken place.

I was painfully aware when I was in Germany, that the northern half of the country is Lutheran, and
the Southern half is Catholic. Many people died in that split.

God is in the midst of reforms. Lord have mercy if we think that our tradition is the only one that is
filled with the Holy Spirit.



Martin Luther was right in trying to engage the church in a conversation over their sins. It was time
to address the bad nicknames, not create more. It was time to invite Zacchaeus down from the tree.

Then, we must address the hurt. Then, acknowledge the reforms; we have to do the hard work of
letting some of those biases go.

Maybe no longer calling your niece "double dip" after you've watched her eat chips 10 times without
double dipping. Maybe she has reformed. (Maybe other habits need addressing!)

Maybe looking to unify with other believers, once we acknowledge our differences. In what ways
can reparations be made? In what ways have they already been made? Nobody should be
unaccountable for their actions, especially when abuse continues to run through our churches.

But God is a God of Justice. And the grace of God surpasses all understanding.

So "Protestant" might stick. "Methodist" might stick. And some of us proclaim them proudly. But
know that we have the power to truly reform, and encourage true reform. We have the ability to let
go of ancient hurts. Maybe it's time to let that nickname go.

Zacchaeus, I must stay at your house today.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  In Thee Is Gladness   arr. Douglas E. Wagner

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:  Spirit Song     No. 347
1. O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love.  Let him fill your heart and satisfy your
soul. O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life
and make you whole.

Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.

2. O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy. Lift your hands in
sweet surrender to his name. O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain,
and you'll enter into life in Jesus' name. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: In your Son you seek out and save the lost, O God, and invite us to the
banquet of your eternal home.  Visit your people with the joy of salvation that we may rejoice
in the riches of your forgiveness and reach out in welcome to share with others the feast of
your love. Amen.

Postlude: The Ash Grove    Paul R. Otte

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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