
Date: October 23, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Prelude       Norman Warren

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Morning Has Broken     No. 145
1. Morning has broken like the first morning; blackbird has spoken like the first bird. praise for the
singing! Praise for the morning! Praise for them, spring fresh from the Word!

2. Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the first grass.  Praise for the
sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where his feet pass.

3. Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning born of the one light Eden saw play! Praise with elation,
praise every morning, God's recreation of the new day!

Call to Worship: Psalm 65 UMH 789

Unison Prayer: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to
the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

1st Reading Joel 2: 23-32
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!



*Hymn: The Lily of the Valley    FWS  No. 2062
1. I have found a friend in Jesus, he's everything to me, he's the fairest of ten thousand to my soul;
the Lily of the Valley, in him alone I see all I need to cleanse and make me fully whole. In sorrow
he's my comfort, in trouble he's my stay, he tells me every care on him to roll.

Refrain: He's the Lily of the Valley, the bright and Morning Star, he's the fairest of ten thousand to
my soul.

2. He all my grief has taken, and all my sorrows borne; in temptation he's my strong and mighty
tower; I have all for him forsaken, and all my idols torn from my heart, and now he keeps me by his
power. Through all the world forsake me, and Satan tempts me sore, through Jesus I shall safely
reach the goal. [Refrain]

3. He will never, never leave me, nor yet forsake me here, while I live by faith and do his blessed
will; a wall of fire about me I've nothing now to fear, with his manna he my hungry soul shall fill.
Then sweeping up to glory, to see his blessed face, where rivers of delight shall ever roll. [Refrain]

Gospel Reading:   Luke 18: 9-14

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Reflections on a short pilgrimage

Choral Anthem

SERMON: “At least, I’m not…”

"I tell you this man went down to his home justified rather than the other: for all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."

Have you ever been in a really bad situation? Something that just makes you feel really unpleasant,
and you feel the need to share what has happened with another person? So when finally you find
someone to talk to, and tell them all about your really unpleasant situation, they give you really
unhelpful words.

Oh, well, you think you have it bad, well at least you're not…

And from this point, the conversation is no longer about you or your problems. It goes into either
doom and gloom, war wound comparisons, or the other person talking about something else.

Sometimes it's a good thing, you just need to get something off your chest. Sometimes it feels a little
bit like a slap in the face being reminded that somebody always has it worse. It minimizes your pain
in that moment.

Say your car breaks down. You tell your family that you're gonna be late to Thanksgiving dinner, and
then your grandma says back "well, at least it isn't Winter!" Thanks for that. Save me some pie
please.

Or you get sick with the flu, and someone says "at least they didn't die from it!"



It leads me to wonder, just how often is that "at least" language very helpful? I know it's easy to fall
into, and occasionally it might BE helpful. When you're stuck in a pity party, and you need someone
to remind you of something other than yourself.

But I think we need to be careful when we use this language and why we use this language. The "at
least" language tends to imply judgment. We're judging what's better or worse about a situation,
based on our own experience.

The "at least" language in the gospel passage was unhelpful, because it was casting judgment on
the people around the pharisee.

Well it may put him into perspective, and make him feel like he may be not that bad or unfortunate,
and also means that he viewed others around him as bad or unfortunate.

We need to be careful about who we deem as less fortunate.

A lack of physical needs is dangerous to the life of a person. But a lack of physical needs does not
mean a lack of spiritual maturity or lack of worth.

When someone complains about their housing, and we say "at least you're not homeless!" that is
not a good listening habit. It can also unintentionally cast a value judgment on people who do not
have homes. That may not be the heart of what you're saying, but it can be hidden in there. As if
saying "poor homeless people, they are to be pitied".

A person is more than what they have or do not have. Person is more than what they possess or do
not possess.

Comparing ourselves to other people is a dangerous game.

The person who had less than the pharisee in this story, the tax collector, in the eyes of society was
less fortunate. A tax collector's position was pretty uncomfortable. The man probably was not well
liked by his community. But his spiritual maturity was able to carry him through.

The Pharisee felt good using that "at least language", saying that the other people were less
fortunate and needed more help from God. It was putting other people down. Not very mature.

But perhaps the most dangerous thing about "at least-ing", is that it can justify all sorts of behavior.
At least-ing is annoying if somebody else tells you "how good you have it" compared to others.

But it can be dangerous when we use it on ourselves. The Pharisee justified his behavior, putting
other people down, making him feel like he doesn't have to change.

"At least our church is accepting of diversity, unlike other churches." "We don't have that far to go,
we're doing pretty well comparatively".

"At least I'm not a politician." "At least I have LGBTQ+ family members, so I don't have to do the
research."

At least-ing is dangerous.

So what about the humble tax collector? Do we have to walk around beating ourselves up for God
to be happy with us? No, but that humility is a big theme in The Bible.



Saying that someone else is not a good person to make yourself feel better, is not a very loving way
to view yourself. Let alone a loving way to view someone else. It's like the saying "looking at the
splinter in someone else's eye, when you have a log in your own." The humility to recognize our sin
puts us on a more even playing field with everyone else.

Recognizing that lies are bad is one thing. And then recognizing that you yourself lie, so you might
need to have empathy for another person who lies is another.

Asking God to forgive you for your lies, after you address them with the people they affected, is
really good.

Being able to help someone else recognize their lies, and address them is also a very good thing.
But it comes out of a place of right recognition with God. It needs a place of humility, and not an "at
least" attitude.

But you don't need me to tell you this.

I know many of us know this, the trick is to practice it. And it's hard work.

Much like how we need to practice different kinds of prayer, we need to practice noticing how often
we use "at least" language. How often do we compare ourselves to others? How often do we try to
minimize someone's experience, even unintentionally? How often do we seek justification for
ourselves, when the hard work of change is begging to be attempted.

When we pray the prayer of confession before communion, we humble ourselves. Some traditions
pray that prayer every service. I think it's a good tradition, if we really mean it. The tax collector used
this. And it is a way of aligning ourselves to God.

When we are tempted to "at least" ourselves, or someone else, maybe we should try a prayer. Lord,
have mercy on me. That is a good one. Or "Lord, forgive us". I am certain that our bad habits can be
ways to remind us to rely on God.

May we take this Gospel story to heart. When there is a temptation to be self-righteous, may we
recognize our faults.

For, at least we have one thing. And that least is the greatest thing of all.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:   Consecrated, Lord to Thee    Douglas E. Wagner

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;



People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind No. 358
1. Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways: reclothe us in our rightful mind, in
purer lives thy service find, in deeper reverence, praise.
2. In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the  Syrian sea, the gracious calling of the Lord, let
us, like them, without a word, rise up and follow thee.
3. O sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm of hills above, where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence
of eternity, interpreted by love!
4. Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease; take from our souls the strain and
stress, and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.
5. Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; let sense be dumb, let flesh
retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of calm.

Closing Prayer: O God, the strength of those who humbly confess their sin and place their
hope in you, save us from vain displays of righteousness, and give us grace to keep faith
with the true humility of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Postlude: Trumpet Air and Interlude       Stanley Vann

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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