
Date: October 16, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Prelude on Beecher    John Zundel, arr. Julia Morgan

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn:  Faith of Our Fathers   No. 710
1. Faith of our fathers, living strill, in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; O how our hearts beat high
with joy when-e'er we hear that glorious word!

Refrain: Faith of our fathers, holy faith! We will be true to thee till death.

2. Faith of our fathers, we will strive to win all nations unto thee; and through the truth that comes
from God, we all shall then be truly free. [Refrain]

3. Faith of our fathers, we will love both friend and foe in all our strife; and preach thee, too, as love
knows how by kindly words and virtuous life. [Refrain]

Call to Worship: Psalm 119 UMH 840
Unison Prayer: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the
Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us
today. Amen.

1st Reading Jeremiah 31: 27-34
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 3:14- 4:5

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!



*Hymn: Close to Thee  No. 407
1. Thou my everlasting portion, more than friend or life to me, all along my pilgrim journey, Savior,
let me walk with thee.

Refrain: Close to thee, close to thee, close to thee, close to thee, all along my pilgrim journey,
Savior, let me walk with thee.

2. Not for ease of worldly pleasure, nor for fame my prayer shall be; gladly will I toil and suffer, only
let me walk with thee.

Refrain: Close to thee, close to thee, close to thee, close to thee, gladly will I toil and suffer, only let
me walk with thee.

3. Lead me through the vale of shadows, bear me o'er life's fitful sea; then the gate of life eternal
may I enter, Lord, with thee.

Refrain: Close to thee, close to thee, close to thee, close to thee, then the gate of life eternal may I
enter, Lord, with thee.

Gospel Reading:   Luke 18: 1-8

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: For they Shall all Know Me

In the Bible, in really old passages, something unfair seems to happen a lot. That is where the bad
behavior of the parents is reflected on the children. And so the children are punished for the parents'
sins.

Imagine you are in school, and the teacher says: I know you! I had your parent. They colored on the
wall, and didn't turn in their homework, so now YOU have to go to detention for it!

It seems unreasonable. Why would that happen? Because they believe a law is being fulfilled. If the
parents escaped the punishment, someone will need to get the punishment for this to be fair!

But that's why this Jeremiah passage is so good: it is God saying there will be a day when that will
no longer happen. God will be revealed to everyone, so the people will own their own behavior. This
shows that God cares for people more than laws. I think that's important to remember, as we do silly
things. God will still love us, and we are in charge of ourselves. But with God's grace.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: "Pray Always"

"Pray always." "Pray without ceasing."

This week, the topic of prayer has come up multiple times for me.

Being a pastor, I am always asked to pray before meals, or before meetings. That is part of the
expectation of a person who preaches for their career.

And I've been at different meetings with different groups of people.



One of my meetings was with the Massena Ministerial association. We discussed praying for our
ministries together. We discussed how we can show Massena that we are praying for the
community with a single heart, despite being different congregations.

Something we do together is meeting to pray with one another on Wednesday mornings. Same
place, same time. Various people.

At my Akwesasne pastor's group, the 3 of us got together this Tuesday and talked a bit about
prayer. We prayed the Wesleyan covenant prayer (it's found on 607 in your hymnals.) We prayed for
one another. We talked about a retreat as a group, and the different kinds of ways that we can pray
with and for one another.

At a meeting in Potsdam this week, we mentioned prayer as something that our community values.
We didn't know how it would work, but we wanted prayer to be included in our church statement.

At the Tuesday night Alpha meeting, we talked a little bit about how to pray to God. These meetings
start off without prayer, but by week 5, prayer is introduced.

At one point in our session, I was sitting in a circle, praying with a number of different people from
different religious backgrounds.

At this meeting, we shared how we individually pray.

And to be honest, I don't have a prayer format worked out. Even though I pray a lot, prayer seems
to be something that changes with different stages in our lives.

When I talk with my Catholic brothers and sisters, they are generally more comfortable with
repetition and prayer.

On Tuesday mornings, I sometimes pray the rosary with two ladies in Potsdam. I find that I'm
comfortable with repetition in prayer.

But when I pray to God on my own, it's walking in the evenings. Or driving in the car. Opening up to
God by addressing God, and thanking God, and then going into this stream-of-consciousness
prayer that covers whatever is on my heart.

How do you pray? Is it brief prayers during the day? Sometimes, merely "God, help" is what comes
to my mind. Often it's "God, thank you!"

Sometimes it's just "God."

In the meditation classes at Potsdam on Friday night, led by a young lady in the community, we
don't really talk about prayer. But sometimes meditation feels a little bit like prayer.

Friends, how do you interpret "pray always"? Is it different from how you picture monks praying? Or
how you picture the apostles praying? Or teachers praying? Or soldiers praying? Or farmers?

Prayer is one of those funny topics that we talk about, but don't have a lot of set answers.

I dread the day when someone comes up to me and asks "how do Christians pray?" I dread even
more the answers you get that tell you there is a set formula.

During one of my meetings, I found that people wanted to tell me how to pray.



Which is what one gets for asking an open ended question, attempting to get conversations started.

But the answer I heard was "it's in The Bible."  And there is a pattern; The Lord's prayer is a great
form of prayer. In fact, Jesus is the one who tells us the prayer.

In general, there is a form of Thanksgiving, petition, and acknowledgment of who God is. "Dear
God, you are good, help, thank you."

But part of me wonders: does it have to be a set formula? Instead of making time to pray the Lord's
prayer 6 times a day, which isn't a bad thing at all, maybe taking time to be thankful for the leaves in
this beautiful season is prayer?

Or, as so many of us are good at, taking time to pray for others' health. This gospel passage this
week is well known for being a passage on how we should be faithful in asking for justice.

I will confess, I'm not the most comfortable asking for specifics from God. I pray for peace and
justice, but sometimes it's hard to ask exactly HOW that should be done.

Do you too find yourself asking for the Lord's will to be done? Sometimes I ask for miracles, but
most of the time it's asking for God to work through the situation in however God deems best.

It is hard for me to read this passage, and think that the judge and the lady are both perfectly right in
their actions.

But when I read this story this time, I interpreted it as "if an unrighteous judge can grant Justice, how
much more can the Just God grant righteousness?"

Prayer is a way of having faith. Being brave enough to ask from God, means that we trust that God
CAN do the things that we ask. But part of having a strong faith is being able to ask for the right
things. Or really, asking for the right reasons.

The lady asking for justice was asking for the right thing, even if she was being pesky to the judge.

In our world, sometimes it takes being pesky for things to get done.

I'm not sure that we have to be pesky with God, but it doesn't hurt to ask for things earnestly.

Praying without ceasing really means that you're more open to the world around you, but it also
means that you're more in tune with your faith.

Perhaps being in tune with your faith is praying the rosary. Perhaps being in tune with your faith is
offering up a prayer in a thrift shop, or singing that song from the hymnal that has been on your
brain.

Perhaps sometimes praying is just crying during a service because your heart is so touched.
Perhaps it's saying the Jesus Prayer over and over again until you've set it almost a 1000 times a
day.

I think that prayer has less to do with what exactly we 're saying, and more about how hearts are
when we are asking. And how we are asking has a lot to do with how much we trust God. If the
unrighteous judge granted the woman's request because of her persistence, how much more will
our just God grant us for our honest sincere prayer?



So if you're the kind of person who likes homework, I have some for you. You don't have to do this,
but it might be helpful. Try a couple different ways of praying. Maybe one week try saying Lord's
prayer every day (if you don't already) and if you do already, maybe try saying it multiple times a
day. If you're the kind of person who likes trying new things, and likes expanding your faith, look up
how to do the rosary: I know Protestants aren't big on Mary, but there are other prayers that you can
say on the rosary beads.

If you'd like to pray spontaneously more often, maybe try with a format. There are LOTS of prayers
in the BCP.

If you like a lot of words, perhaps try praying without a lot of words. Maybe just saying "thank you"
when you see a beautiful tree, or recognizing when your heartbeat changes because something
good happens. Maybe even just being more mindful of our moods, and how they affect us is a good
way of offering your life to God.

I think it's attainable. I think we can do this.

Pray always and do not lose heart.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  "Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus  William J. Kirkpatrick, arr. Gilbert M. Martin

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: I Know Whom I Have Believed   No. 714
1. I know not why God's wondrous grace to me he hath made known, nor why, unworthy, Christ in
love redeemed me for his own.

Refrain: But I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I've
committed unto him against that day.

2. I know not how this saving faith to me he did impart, nor how believing in his word wrought peace
within my heart. [Refrain]

3. I know not how the Spirit moves, convincing us of sin, revealing Jesus through the word, creating
faith in him. [Refrain]

4. I know not when my Lord may come, at night or noonday fair, nor if I walk the vale with him, or
meet him in the air. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: O God, Spirit of righteousness, you temper judgment with mercy. Help us to
live the covenant written upon our hearts so that when Christ returns we may be found
worthy to be received by grace into your presence. Amen.

Postlude: Prelude and Fugato on "Crusader's Hymn" Gordon Young

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - By Appointment

Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10:30am-2:30pm.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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