
Date: October 9, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Prelude in E Minor   J. S. Bach

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven No. 66
1. Praise, my soul, the King  of heaven, to the throne thy tribute bring; ransomed, helped,
restored, forgiven, evermore God's praises sing.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting
King.

2. Praise the Lord for grace and favor to all people in distress; praise God, still the same as
ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious now God's faithfulness.

3. Father-like, God tends and spares us; well our feeble frame God knows; mother-like, God
gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Wisely yet God's mercy
flows.

4. Angels in the heights, adoring, you behold God face to face; saints triumphant, now
adoring, gathered in from every race. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.

Call to Worship: Psalm 66 UMH 790
Unison Prayer: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen



1st Reading Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 2:8-15

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  When in Our Music God is Glorified   No. 68
1. When in our music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride, it is as though
the whole creation cried Alleluia!

2. How often, making music, we have found a new dimension in the world of sound, as
worship moved us to a more profound Alleluia!

3. So has the church in liturgy and song, in faith and love, through centuries of wrong, borne
witness to the truth in every tongue, Alleluia!

4. And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night when utmost evil strove against the light? Then
let us sing, for whom he won the fight: Alleluia!

5. Let every instrument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise! And
may God give us faith to sing always Alleluia!

Gospel Reading:   Luke 17: 11-19

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “With our Orange Hearts” (Children's Book Reading)

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Reflections on Annual Conference

So Hattie, what did you do this weekend?

Well, I'm a pastor; so I did three church services.

But I also had the unique position of going to an annual conference!

Annual conference is something that the United Methodist church does…every year, usually
in June. We vote on petitions, nominations, and the budget for the Conference. The
conference exists to support the local churches, unify them a bit, offer resources, and
promote vitality.

This is a vital part of what it means to be in connection! This is one of the most exciting
things we can do together. Sometimes we feel this more than other times. Charge
Conference season, when we all have forms to fill? Not as much joy. When the church is in a
bind, and I don't know who to call except Mike, my district superintendent? Yes, this is great.

How was this year's conference?



Well, the past three years have been online. Once upon a time, we all sat in a giant room in
Syracuse and held up orange sheets of paper to vote. All 1000 of us. Those were the days.

"I demand a recount!" "I would like to amend the amendment." "MOM, I'm falling asleep. Help
me!"

This year, we sat in our homes, with 2 devices or more. One computer for the livestream,
one phone or iPad for voting.

And I won't beat around the bush. I miss how it used to be. No matter how much fun it was to
sit with Fritz the first day, and Pastor Cori and her treasurer Kathy the next day, it just wasn't
the same.

(We girls laughed a lot, though!)

I miss the energy, and catching up with friends I see only once a year.

I miss the gravity.

Watching the numbers on the screen, we had only about 500 voting members by the second
day. And about 700 the first.

The UMC is missing some of that fire that we used to have. We are missing our fellowship.

Now, a lot of this comes from the liminal time we are in. There are 784 churches in our
conference. As 42 churches get ready to consider leaving, 8 churches in our conference
were approved to disaffiliate now. We are starting to see what the General Conference in
2024 will bring. Our hearts break over the unknowns of retiree pensions in a splitting church,
and what life in a disaffiliated church, pre court-approval will look like. At least, what I picked
up was that pensions would not change for a retired clergy member if they leave the UMC.
An active clergy member who leaves? The money goes to another plan other than pension.
Something about a defined benefit vs a defined contribution.

The elephant in the room was addressed, as Bishop kindly acknowledged that this would be
his last conference with us. He could not wish us wild success, but he could wish us well as
we listen for the voice of God. I think we wish the Global Methodist Church the same.

The announcement of Bishop's retirement may have gone out earlier this year, but we
needed this closure. This man saw us through so many hurdles.

We hopefully tackled the issue of nominating an Episcopal candidate; that is, nominating
people to potentially be bishops in our conference, or other conferences. The name I felt
strongly about passed, and will be voted on at the Jurisdictional conference in early
November. I believe this woman will make an excellent UM Bishop in whatever conference
she is put in.

Next year, we will welcome a new Bishop into our conference: it has been 10 years. Thank
you Bishop Webb, for your knowledge, wisdom, humor, and humility.



Voting this year for me was odd. So, as we know, I am clergy. But! I'm not ordained. I'm
licensed. This just means I am not free to lead the sacraments in any church: I can only lead
where I am appointed a pastor.

As a licensed clergy person, I am not in full connection with the conference in the same way
an elder is. So I can't vote on some of the things that impact elders.

It was new for me to not be able to vote, especially as I was finally able to attend the Clergy
session at AC. I texted with my mom, and we commiserated.

She too is just licensed.

If I ever go before the board of ordained ministry to be ordained, I will then finally be able to
be called Reverend. Up until that point, Pastor Hattie will do just fine.

This year at conference was one of the smoothest voting years I've seen. In fact, we got
through all business about 2 hours ahead of schedule. I don't know that that's EVER
happened. Though, the district nominations committee won for "most people speaking and
making amendments." For a while, Cori, Kathy, and I were getting concerned we would
never be able to leave. But, with some assistance and clarification, we passed it.

In a strange turn of events, the budget passed with no comments.

I tend to think this has a few factors: 1.) People don't read numbers well. 2.) People don't
read the conference booklet ahead of time to prep questions. 3.) The conference booklet is
about 100 pages long.

However, the petitions did spark some conversations! From how the District Committee on
Ministry deals with those applying to be LLPs, to supporting Palestine, to who should go to
the General Conference in 2024 if we're all going to be progressive in the UMC anyway? We
dealt with some heavy topics. The UMC has a history of weighing in on important
governmental matters, but lately, it just seems like we aren't taken as seriously.

As I looked at the theme of this year, Hope, I also looked at the reality. The list of churches
closing this year. Finally, Bombay UMC was closed this year. Moira UMC was closed this
year. I used to attend Moira with my family, especially when my parents filled pulpits around
the North Country. Their closing song was always Let There Be Peace on Earth. I'll never
forget doing skits there with my parents. My brother and I pretending to be the workers in the
fields. Or my dad being a Roman soldier once.

Closing churches is hard. My heart breaks for those who have to find a new church
community. And yet, it's in so many of our futures. A church that we love will in one way or
another be impacted.

I remind myself often: it does not mean the church universal is dying. It just means the spirit
is moving. And the spirit is the life of the church. The spirit never dies.



It's hard to say goodbye.

I missed the last half-day of conference, as I had to do my weekly Saturday morning service
in Hogansburg. And I missed the celebration of the newly licensed pastors, of which I was
included. I don't know if I'll ever get to march into the conference center with all the other
pastors in our robes. That's always an impressive sight to behold.

Overall, conference this year was not perfect. And maybe not even normal. But it's a new
normal that we are entering. We've grown in some ways. We acknowledged the land we're
on is not our own. We thanked the indigenous tribes whose land we use. We openly admit to
our racism, and complacency. We send money to the missions that touch our heart. We
admit there is work still to be done, and we are looking at ways to accomplish that.

Until next year, when maybe we will be able to resume in person. Keep our church in your
prayers.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:    Let Your Light so Shine    Tom Birchwood

Doxology UMH    94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power
and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Lift High the Cross    No. 159
Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred
name.
1. Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. The hosts of God in unity combine.
Refrain:
2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of him who died.
Refrain:
3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious stree, as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee.
Refrain:
4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: Praise to the Crucified for victory!
Refrain:

Closing Prayer: Wholeness of the sick and Home of the exile, give us grace to seek
the well-being of those among whom we live, so that all people may come to know the
healing of your love and new voices join to give you thanks in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Postlude: Hymn to Joy     Beethoven, arr. Albert L. Travis

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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