
Date: October 2, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: My Faith Looks Up to Thee   No. 452
1. My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away, O let me from this day be wholly thine!
2. May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire! As thou hast died
for me, O may my love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire!
3. While life's dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide; bid
darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away, nor let me ever stray from thee aside.
4. When ends life's transient dream, when death's cold, sullen stream shall o'er me roll; blest
Savior, then in love, fear and distrust remove; O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul!

Call to Worship: Psalm 137   UMH 852

Unison Prayer: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and
lives to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen



1st Reading Lamentations 1: 1-6
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 1: 1-14

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: O Jesus I Have Promised    No. 396
1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my Master
and my friend. I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if
thou wilt be my guide.
2. O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near; I see the sights that dazzle, the
tempting sounds I hear; my foes are ever near me, around me and within; but Jesus, draw
thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin.
3. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, above the storms of  passion, the
murmurs of self-will. O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; O speak, and make me
listen, thou guardian of my soul.
4. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee that where thou art in glory there shall
thy servant be. And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; O give me grace to
follow, my Master and my Friend.

Gospel Reading: Luke 17: 5-10

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Weeping Willows

Have you ever spent any time in a cemetery, and noticed carvings of weeping willows on the
stones?

I have. And I was curious what they meant, now that we read about the willows in Psalm
137. These willows became popular on stones in the early 1800s, for a number of reasons!
One, like the passage in our psalm, has to do with sorrow. Weeping willows are called
weeping because they look sad. Bent over. But willows are more than just a sign of sadness.
Actually, they became popular on graves as representations of eternal life! Willows are quick
growing, hard to kill, and are quick to grow offspring out of fallen branches. Even these trees,
sorrowful and linked with loss, are signs of hope. So when we see willows, may we
remember that the sorrow can be overcome, and out of death comes new life.
(Based on an article by Chris Raymond.)

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Happy Shall They Be…

It was just last Sunday that I was sitting in the Unitarian Universalist Church in the late
afternoon watching a documentary. There were a number of us there that were from all sorts
of different churches, and it was good to see many familiar faces.



For me, if I'm going to spend my time to watch something, I either want it to be a
documentary or a good ghost story.

The most fun is when it's both. (Haha)

As the documentary started, I realized it was going to be a lot more painful for me to watch
than I initially thought. Deeyah Kahn produced and directed this film: She was the narrator,
and she filmed most of it. The movie was called White Right: Meeting the Enemy.

Deeyah is Norwegian. But she decided to travel around the United States meeting with neo
nazi and white supremest leaders: She wanted to discover the personal and political reasons
for their views. What made this film more powerful, was that she is a woman of color (Punjabi
descent), politically progressive, and Muslim.

Watching her interact with mainly men, white, conservatives who hold views against people
like her was incredible.

I found myself holding my breath as she sat down in the room with these different people.
The range of emotions I think all of us felt was almost unbearable.

I was furious, I was sick, I was heartbroken.  At one point I almost had to leave the room
from anger. But I thought that would disrespect how much work this reporter went through. I
cried a bit, and I was really glad I was wearing a mask so no one could clearly see me cry.

But I also felt bad for crying, because so many of these issues don't affect me. I should not
necessarily be the one crying, because I don't feel pain in the same way. It's a hard balance
to know when to empathize or when to act on behalf.

But I think empathy is a good thing; if empathy spurs action, that it's a very good thing.

As I was sitting there in the pews of a church that was definitely not my tradition, I found
myself wondering about the traditions of the people in the video. Our interviewer was Muslim.
She showed so much faith and hope that I never really questioned what religion she was.

I think that's not a bad thing.

When I listened to the people being interviewed, many of them had somewhat western
Christian terminology. A lot of them believed they were "Warriors for God."

And when we say those things in those ways, we might think that that sounds like a good
thing. But let's look at what kind of "Warrior" I saw, and the kind of Warrior the people present
saw.

I saw people dressed up in bulletproof vests and armed with mace and nazi flags marching. I
saw a demonstration. I saw no enemies drumming in the distance, only protestors offended
by these white supremist demonstrations.

And then the violence kicked in.

Protests and counter-protestors just wailing on each other with their fists… falling on the
ground kicking. Police getting involved and resided against. Peaceful resistance ending in
broken bodies.



That was the hardest part for me to watch personally. People who don't even know one
another, don't even know exactly what's going on, don't even know each other's names are
hurting each other severely.

Later on in the film, a reformed white supremest talked about how he used to just beat
people up for no reason at all. just deciding to beat people up within inches of their life based
on how they looked. Out of anger. Some Warrior, huh?

If we do call it a Warrior, that's certainly not a Warrior for God.

Perhaps the people fighting at these events are excited, because they think that the side who
is "wrong" is getting what they deserve.

But this leads me to ask what kind of violence is acceptable? What kind of Warrior is
acceptable?  What does a Warrior for God look like?

I really have trouble answering that question. Christian pacifism is a long held tradition, but
so is Christianity being somewhat militant. Christ was certainly not militant.  "Peter put down
your sword."

But let's look further back, even earlier than Christ. Tell where this is from: "Happy is the one
who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks”.

That is people being frustrated and heartbroken about being exiled. People who are being
mocked by their captors. Wishing upon their captors the very things the captors did to their
children.

Does that mean God is excited by this violence? No. No, this is the cry of emotionally
disturbed people. This cry is for revenge, but mostly revenge being asked from God.

It should not be any less disturbing though. The violence that we see portrayed in The Bible
is because of people. I can not picture God as happy issuing violence. How many times does
God refer to Israel as children he loves and weeps over

Sadly, the Bible is littered with violence. Our whole Old Testament may seem to be a story of
violence and conquering. And God is the only hope in all of these situations. Many of our
Psalms are begging God to help against enemies.

Even if the people in the psalm are crying out for their captors' babies to be killed, I think that
they want God to be the one to enact punishment. And I can't imagine God being happy to
oblige. What a waste of life.

I don't know what kind of Warriors God uses, but I'm sure it has something to do with angels.
There's a prayer that is said sometimes in other faith traditions called a prayer to Saint
Michael the archangel. It asks Michael to defend us in battle and to save us from evil. Again,
as a person who's particularly sensitive to violence, I don't particularly like the language. But
there is something to that request.

However, I think now as christians, some of the more radical things we can do is choose non
violence.

Going back to the documentary, the interviews were not aggressive. She did not try to incite
violence. She did not yell or insult these men: she treated them like people. In fact, that's
what drew me to this documentary. She sat down and listened to those men, she asked them



questions about their family, about their traumas. She showed genuine interest and concern
about who they were as people. And who they were before they became involved in their
movements.

To me, this is one of the more Christ-like things a person can do. To be able to sit in front of
your enemies, and not to cuss them out. To not slap or spit in their faces. To be able to show
genuine interest in them as human beings because you share something in common. You
both are human beings, you both have emotions. You both have traumas.

I'm sure there's always exceptions to the rule, and sometimes it might be fighting for what's
right. But we know that God is a God of Justice, and any form of revenge will need to be
enacted by God.

We can help by being the hands and feet, we can be the eyes and ears and mouths. But I
don't think a Christ-like action will ever look like a fist fight at a protest. I don't think it will ever
look like a selfie in the bathroom mirror with your AR15.

The power is in the ability to say "and how did that change your view at such a young age?"
"How did you seek help after that abuse?" "Are you sure about where you stand?"

Radical love is not easy, but I don't know if it will ever be warlike. Maybe a battle,
occasionally. And I may not have all the answers, but I do have a soft heart. And I think it's
important to try and keep a soft heart in these hard times.

Friends, may we practice radical love with people that are easy to like, and people who
aren't. May we know where to set boundaries, and may we know when to expand them. To
do that, we'll need to dialogue more. May we have the armor to be protected against many
kinds of attacks as they come to us. Love your neighbor as yourself. And love the enemy.

Apostles Creed: UMH 881

Offertory:

Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 12

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.



Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn: The Summons   FWS   No. 2130
1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don’t know
and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, Will
you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and
never be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? Will you
let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the prisoners free and
never be the same? Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, And admit to
what I mean in you and you in me?
4. Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the fear inside and
never be the same? Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around Through
my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
5. Lord, your summons echoes true when I but call your name! Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same. In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. Thus I’ll
move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Closing Prayer: Lord, you are present in the gift of Communion. We are grateful and
humbled by this mystery. Grant that the whole world be nourished by this spiritual
food, and transformed closer into your image. Amen

Postlude:
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