
Date: September 25, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service    Kenneth T. Kosche

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: I Sing a Song of the Saints of God No. 712
1. I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true, who toiled and fought and lived and
died for the Lord they loved and knew.  And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, and one was a
shepherdess on the green; they were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God helping, to be one
too.

2. They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, and his love made them strong; and they followed the
right for Jesus' sake the whole of their good lives long.  And one was a soldier, and one was a
priest, and one was slain by a fierce wild beast; and there's not any reason, no, no the least, why I
shouldn't be one too.

3. They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. The world is bright with the
joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. You can meet them in school, on the street, in the store, in
church, by the sea, in the house next door; they are saints of God, whether rich or poor, and I mean
to be one too.

Call to Worship: Psalm 91 UMH 810



Unison Prayer: God of power and justice, by your tears and through your mercy, teach us
your ways and write them on our hearts so that we may follow faithfully the path you show
us. Amen

1st Reading: Jeremiah 32: 1-3, 6-15
2nd Reading: 1Timothy 6: 6-19

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: When the Church of Jesus    No. 592
1. When the church of Jesus shuts its outer door, lest the roar of traffic drown the voice of prayer,
may our prayers, Lord, make us ten times more aware that  the world we banish is our Christian
care.

2. If our hearts are lifted where devotion soars high above this hungry, suffering world of ours, lest
our hymns should drug us to forget its needs, forge our Christian worship into Christian deeds.

3. Lest the gifts we offer, money, talents, time, serve to salve our conscience, to our secret shame,
Lord, reprove, inspire us by the way you give; teach us, dying Savior, how true Christians live.

Gospel Reading:   Luke 16: 19-31

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: What does God look like?

What does God look like?

What do you picture when you think of God?

I will tell you, I always grew up calling God "Father", but I pictured a big human man, with a white
beard.

I don't know why he always had a beard.

But I pictured God as a human.

What is interesting about God in the Bible, is he isn't always described. He is said to have a face,
and he walks. We are created in his image.

But when we read the Psalm, God is a fortress. He is said to have wings, which we hide under. In
one case, God is like a mother hen. God's appearance is never really described. But a few people
saw God, though they are long dead now.

I think we don't need to picture God as a human. And we don't need to call God "father", but Jesus
does, so I do most often too.

But however you picture God is probably okay, as long as he is something you love most in life.

Choral Anthem



SERMON: “Fall into Temptation”

Let's say you're watching TV. You see an advertisement that is geared more towards people who
are cis-gendered women, such as a pink floral smelling perfume, a shampoo ad for long dyed hair,
or those little chocolate bars that the women with straight teeth eat. I don't watch TV very often, so I
probably have dated ideas in my brain. But one thing I can picture very clearly is seeing women
talking about temptation as they bite into these tiny little chocolates. There is a smooth rich female
voice telling you how smooth and rich the chocolate is that she's biting into. There was always that
infuriating little *click* of the chocolate breaking off and dissolving behind a smiling pair of red lips. If
they're trying to advertise temptation, it's not working on me.

But I think it's kind of interesting how even the notion of 'temptation' is a draw for some people. For a
few ads, the ladies spray on certain smells, and it draws other people to be interested in them.

It bothers me that temptation can seem so appealing in certain advertisements. The advertisements
are asking you to fall into temptation.

Temptation is kind of a funny word. I think in most ways it means something that we have a feeling
we shouldn't be drawn into, but are being drawn into. Something that we shouldn't be interested in
or shouldn't do, but we do. I saw a strange comic online the other day, demonstrating this. A cat was
looking at a water glass on a ledge, saying "it's not sin to be tempted." I think the unspoken rest of
the line would be that it's a sin to follow through with temptation.

Every time we pray the Lord's prayer, what do we pray that "we're not led into?"

It seems like God knows temptation is going to be a problem for us. I think of this, and our wills
being at odds with each other.

But I also know that we are real people. That we will be tempted almost every single day of our lives
to do something that we know we probably shouldn't do. The key is to not get hung up on that. It's
not being angry at ourselves for being tempted by something. And still having the willpower to say
no to the temptation.

We should not be angry at the thoughts that are impure or unkind when they cross our minds. The
temptation that comes up is to voice, or act upon those thoughts. Sometimes we will do that.

And that's why confession and pardon are such a big deal. (We could argue the case that is why
Christ came to us.)

Somehow, when I watch those advertisements about temptation, it's usually linked with money. Buy
this. Spend money on this.

It's not always the case, but temptation seems to have a lot to do with physical wants and financial
means.

We've heard the story of Lazarus and the rich man many times. I know I probably don't need to
preach on it for us to understand what it means.



For the rich man, the temptation of just meeting his own needs and doing whatever he wants was
too strong in his own life. I sometimes wonder if people like the rich man become blind to
temptation. It doesn't feel like temptation because we can justify why we did what we did.

But it seems like Abraham doesn't allow that excuse. He does not allow the rich man to warn his
brothers that selfish behavior is wrong. Abraham says "you've had plenty of instances written in the
scriptures that have warned you that this behavior is wrong. You should know better."

It's not the most hopeful message, but I don't think that we can argue that it's "not righteous."

Temptation is less about an object, and more about a relationship we have with an object. Less
about the chocolate, and more about consuming something that makes you smooth.

Money, a tool, allows us to have many different kinds of relationships with many different kinds of
objects. A rich Christian isn't necessarily a bad Christian, but a Christian that can be tempted into
doing unrighteous things is a problem.

The more money we have to tempt us into different kinds of things, it seems like the more blind we
become to the needs around us. Or maybe the more burden we have on us, the less we feel like we
can think freely and clearly to be able to help situations. I believe money is a burden when there is a
lot of it. It consumes our thoughts.

This leads me to ask what kind of temptation we see in our own life? When someone asks if they
can tempt you into another slice of cake, you don't have to take that as seriously as being tempted
into taking something from a jewelry store without paying.

But what kind of things tempt you? And what do you follow through with, versus what do you push
back against? I suppose a good way to figure out if something is a temptation or not, is if you feel
guilty after it's done. Going to get ice cream isn't always a temptation. But if you get ice cream two
times a day for a couple weeks straight, you might start to feel a little guilty afterward. You might
have to ask yourself if that's a temptation.

For me, my temptation is often to go into the drive-through at Burger King on the way home from
meetings, because they have veggie burgers and I don't feel like cooking.

I know I shouldn't spend the money, and I know that it's not the healthiest for me. I know that is one
of my temptations. For a nurse, driving to Burger King might be less of a temptation, because she
literally does not have time to cook.

Again, there is that fiendish money somehow playing its way into temptation. Perhaps it seems a
little dramatic to say that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, but we do see it in our
scripture. It does make us a little curious doesn't it?

What could we be doing differently with our will power, with our finances, that would make us
healthier people? What would help us be closer to God?

Again, I'm not here to preach to us what to do with our money. I do recommend though that we look
at what could be considered a temptation in our lives.

And then a step further: the way to resist, besides strengthening your will, is to rely on God. Literally
pray about it in the moment, and sometimes a clarity comes. Or use the technique of trying to step



outside yourself for the moment and see what is going on around you. When you center yourself in
the midst of those moments of temptation, when you ground yourself with God, these conflicts in the
world fall away.

Being rich looks a little bit less appealing, a new chair, a new desk, a new dress is not quite as
attractive. Not that we aren't made to enjoy those things. But we do have to be mindful of what
draws us away from God and others.

I'm glad that our daily prayer, the Lord's prayer, reminds us of this word, and the relationship we
have with it. May we be resistant and mindful for the betterment of ourselves and others.

Apostles Creed: UMH  881

Offertory:  Descend, O Spirit of God          arr. Mark Roberts

Doxology No. 94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen



*Closing Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    No. 384   by Charles Wesley,
sung at the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown! Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us
with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! Let us all in thee inherit; let us find
that second rest. Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; suddenly return and never, nevermore thy
temples leave.  Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, pray and praise
thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

4. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be.  Let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee; changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, till we cast
our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.

Closing Prayer:
Holy God, you reach out in love through Jesus Christ to save us
so that we may live as faithful servants of you alone.
Unchain us from our desire for wealth and power
so that we may, in turn, release others
from the prisons of poverty, hunger, and oppression. Amen.

Postlude: Sortie    Richard Knight

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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