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Date: September 18, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: He Leadeth Me    arr. Carlos Staszeski

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn:  We Gather Together    No. 131
1. We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; he chastens and hastens his will to make known.
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his
own.

2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; so from
the beginning the fight we were winning; thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine!

3. We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. Let thy
congregation escape tribulation; thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!

Call to Worship: Psalm 79
O God, the Nations have come into your inheritance
They have laid Jerusalem to waste
We have been mocked
We have been taunted
How long will your anger burn?
Do not remember our forefather’s iniquities,
For we are brought low.
Deliver us, and forgive our sins for your name’s sake.

Unison Prayer: Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that
the whole world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



1st Reading: Jeremiah 8: 18-9:1
2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 2: 1-7

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  Seek Ye First    No. 405
1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto
you. Alleluia, alleluia!

2. Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek and ye shall find; knock, and the door shall be opened
unto you. Alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel Reading:    Luke 16: 1-13

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Children's Message: "Prayers for teachers"

Do you ever look hard at the big prayer we say in the bulletin? Do you notice how we pray for a
"Bishop Webb, and a DS Weeden?"

These two men are people who oversee the United Methodist churches in our area.

We're United Methodist here, which is Christian, but we also believe there is a good way to practice
being Christian. So we have a church structure that is special.

These two men that we pray for are part of that structure, and are like teachers. They are leaders for
many pastors and congregations. They help us be United Methodists to the best of our ability. And
when they can't, they often move on to do something else.

I think it's important to take the advice of Paul in the letter we heard to Timothy today, and pray for
those who are in high positions. This is why we pray weekly for those two names, and why I will
encourage us to pray for all our teachers.

Leaders need lots of prayer, because they have so many people they impact.

Maybe take a moment this week to remember your teachers, your president, world leaders, or even
just local bosses of stores. When we pray for their peace and stability, it makes God happy, too.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: In God we Trust

It's time for a sermon on everyone's favorite subject:  Money. I will admit, I'm not super comfortable
doing sermons about money. It is something that Christians have had a complex relationship with
since Christ. In my mind, one of the most iconic money passages in The Bible is "give to Caesar
what is Caesar's, but give to God what is God's."

I also think about the rich young ruler who could not give up all of his wealth to follow Jesus.



I think about the money changers in the temple, and all of the ways in which poor people were
oppressed by those who had a lot. It seems much of the gospel is about people being oppressed,
and people who are doing well in the eyes of the world.

As a pastor, I preach the gospel. But the reason it's so hard to talk about money from the pulpit is, a
lot of us are in various financial positions. Or kind of embarrassed to admit how well off we are. In
the West, we tend to not see the face of poverty in ways we might in other countries.

We also take a collection every week, and we attempt to do fundraisers, and we have a strange
relationship with spending money. Just recently we had a conversation about how the church is not
a business in one of the congregations. Which was quickly followed with "but we have to run like a
business!" Which is true. We do have to run some pieces of the church like a business, and that is
something that I am deeply uncomfortable with. I can't picture Jesus sitting down to set up a
business with his disciples. But I recognize that we live in the world. And I'm very thankful for our
financial secretaries, treasurers, and those who are gifted with numbers. You know who you are.

I think probably at least once a week, I feel weird about being paid to be a pastor. There is an
awkward relationship between God and money. In my profession, I'm not providing a service like
somebody who works at a department store would. I'm painfully aware that a large portion of my
paycheck is coming right out of the pockets of everyone who has been going to the churches in the
past 50 years, and those make up the church now. Our tithing is what helps the church pay the
pastor. And I'm deeply humbled by this.

When we look around at our churches, these walls, these decorations, these electronic
improvements are all from people who have put their faith in God, and their faith in people's ability to
do good in the community.

So what is our relationship with money supposed to be?

You've probably heard prosperity gospel messages. I think a lot of us would not agree with a
prosperity gospel message. In college, it was very popular for college students to mock the
preachers who talked about having multiple jets to get around to their different preaching
appointments. I think we agree that being a rich person is not necessarily a good thing. Christ would
not have asked the young ruler to give up his wealth if it was such a good thing to be a rich person.

I think we can say that we want to look to the Bible to figure out how to live with money. So where
do we begin? The passages I mentioned previously are good places, but how about this Luke
passage?

The Luke 16 passage is a little confusing today. I had to read it about 3 times, and each time it got a
little less clear. And looking in my commentary, there's a lot of different interpretations about what is
going on.

Here's the gist of what's going on. Someone who manages a rich man's money, let's call him Joe, is
going to be let go because he wasn't managing the money in the way that the rich man wanted. But,
Joe knew that he had to keep himself alive, so he decided to make friends with people who would
help him out after he was fired. And to be able to make friends, he had to work with who he sees.
Since he was a financial manager, Joe had access to people who paid his rich boss. Joe decided to
befriend the people who were paying debts to his boss. Joe tells them "you actually owe My boss
the rich man less money than you think you do."  This gives these people a break! However, it was



not Joe's place to do this. When he comes before his rich boss one last time, we expect the boss to
be FURIOUS for Joe's dishonesty. But instead of getting chastised by his boss, the rich boss
positively acknowledges Joe because he acted "shrewdly".

That's what's pretty baffling about this passage. The manager, Joe, has acted positively with money
that wasn't his.

And what's really weird about this, is it seems like Christ isn't saying "no" to this. However, there are
a lot of interpretations of this passage.

I think this passage furthers the point that God doesn't always act in the way that we would expect.
Our idea of fair is not always God's idea of fair.

Does God encourage us to be generous with money that isn't ours? In fact, what is our money? I
won't stand up here and preach at us about tithing more, because that is something I am not super
comfortable with. I've heard excellent cases for why people should tithe, and I think it really can help
a church continue to do missions out in the community when we have a steady income. But I also
wonder, what is the church spending its money on? If the church is the presence of Christ in the
world, what are we spending our money on?

Are we generous? Did we deserve this money? Are we like the dishonest manager receiving what
was not ours but making the most of it?

I'm not sure the rich boss was commending manager Joe for spending money in a dishonest way: I
think he was impressed that the manager found a way to make friends and provide for himself.

However, Joe's generosity was also good for those who didn't have to pay quite as much debt.

Generosity, even corrupt generosity, can help so many people. I think about this especially now, as
President Joe Biden might be relieving some student debt.  Maybe for many people it just doesn't
seem fair. It feels like taking from other people and giving to others in an undeserved way. But for
those who are getting some of those debts relieved, this is a huge deal. It's like almsgiving.

To be rich in God means to give a lot. Which is a paradox, but as Christians we should be used to
those by now.

I don't always think that being generous means giving financially. We've discussed before, there are
many ways to give. But if we were to take what's written on our dollar bills, "in God we trust"
seriously, I think those dollar bills would find their way more often to people we don't see as
deserving.

It seems a little ironic "in God we Trust" is printed on something that so often takes us away from
God.

So should we just throw away all the money? Live as cheaply as we can, not spend any money on
anything? No…

In this world, we have to use money and resources to help the poor. The offering taken at church
into these plates is usually money. And a lot of it goes to our building. But sometimes this building
just holds us back.

A lot of it really should be going out into the world to help those in need. My commentary had an
excellent passage, which I will recite here. "The disciple must give exclusive loyalty to God or
succumb to the enslavement of wealth, and one is loyal to God by sharing wealth with others,



especially those in want." The word Jerome used here was not actually 'wealth', but mammon. And
mammon means "that in which one puts trust."

So maybe it is a handy little reminder that "In God we trust" is printed on our dollar bills, rather than
in wealth we trust.

It's a reminder that this piece of paper cannot be trusted in itself.

Notice, the manager Joe doesn't try to steal money: he tries to make friendships so he can survive.
Wealth is a means to an end. And that is okay in this case - we are told we can't serve two masters:
wealth and God.

If we just focus on gathering enough money to keep this building a float, who are we serving? If
we're not generous with our funds to those in need, then where are we putting our trust?

The point in this passage is that if a dishonest manager can help out his own people, how much
more can the children of God help out people?

In my interpretation, as Christians we already have a richness. Our richness might not be in physical
money, but our richness is in an undeserved gift from God. So what I'm hearing in this passage, is
that we should be really rich by giving out God to other people, in whatever ways we can do that.

What we are giving with this undeserved wealth, we will actually receive back in the next life. I know
that sounds crazy. God's ways are not our ways.

This "giving God" might mean spending money. In fact, it will mean spending our earned money not
just for ourselves. But also spending undeserved mammon.

Who are we serving, who do we put our trust in? God or wealth?

Praise God for his generosity: may we freely spend it too.

SERVICE OF BAPTISM UMH 39

Offertory: Nearer, My God, To Thee       arr. Darwin Wolford

Doxology No. 94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;



People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: O Jesus, I Have Promised    No. 396
1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my Master and my
friend. I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be
my guide.

2. O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near; I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting
sounds I hear; my foes are ever near me, around me and within; but Jesus, draw thou nearer, and
shield my soul from sin.

3. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, above the storms of passion, the murmurs
of self-will. O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; O speak, and make me listen, thou
guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee that where thou art in glory there shall thy
servant be. And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; O give me grace to follow, my
Master and my Friend.

Closing Prayer: Holy One, hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards of the fragile
bounty of this earth so that we may be entrusted with the riches of heaven. Amen.

Postlude: Chaconne    Gordon Young

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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