
Date: September 11, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need   from Southern Harmony,
arr. Gilbert M. Martin

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing No. 400
1. Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy,
never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  Teach m3 some melodious sonnet, sung by
flaming tongues above. Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.

2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee.l Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I
love; here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

Call to Worship: Psalm 145  UMH 746

Unison Prayer: Holy God, open our ears to the readings of your holy word. May these
words transform our hearts. Amen

1st Reading: Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28
2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 1: 12-17



Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  Amazing Grace   No. 378
1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
now am found; was blind, but now I see.

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how precious did
that grace appear the hour I first believed.

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come: 'tis grace hath brought me
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

4. The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; he will my shield and
portion be, as long as life endures.

5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease, I shall possess, within
the veil, a life of joy and peace.

6. When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we've no less days
to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.

Gospel Reading: Luke 15: 1-10

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Silver Coin Exercise

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Is that fair?

I have a hypothetical situation for you!

You are invited to your close friend's birthday party. It's their 12th birthday party, and you
know most of your friends will be there. Some changes over the last year have made you all
a little closer, and a little more anxious about fitting in.

You and your friends arrive about the same time, and are all greeted by parents. They hand
you treats. As you find a good place to sit and talk, you notice someone is missing.

The birthday boy.

After a quick search, you and your friends are confused. Isn't this his party? Does he not
care that we are here?

After asking the parents, you see him at the picnic table in the backyard, sitting with the
neighbor from next door. A shy kid, the grade under you, who just moved in from a bordering
country.



You and your friends feel a little mad that you were ditched by your friend. You are HIS
friends, why is he not even acknowledging you? That isn't fair.

This leads me to a question.

Is God a fair God?

I know I ask this question often, but it's only because I think this is an important question.

And this is one we need to think about a lot. Ask ourselves how it affects how we see the
church.

When you're describing God to people, (maybe your kids or friends), what terms do you use?
'Loving, powerful, creative, infinity wise'…

But, do you use 'fair'? I think in the last couple of years, I've gotten used to the idea that God
might not necessarily be a "fair God" in the way that we expect. And what I know is, we can't
order God around.

I am haunted by the passage of the syrophoenician woman, and the healing of her daughter
after begging Jesus for the "crumbs from the table." How is that even remotely fair? Though,
Jesus does heal her daughter.

I think we honestly live by the code of Hamurabi's "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth"
mindset. We like revenge movies, we like the idea of karma. And we know that God does
give. And maybe even repay for what we've done.

But we're told not to do that part of his job on earth.

We're told something radically different by Christ. If someone wants your coat, give them
your shirt too. If they slap you, offer the other cheek too.

I think we live in a time that likes guaranteed repayment of deed for deed, rather than waiting
for God. And even if we wait for God, what might we find? Something like these parables in
Luke 15.

It leads me to wonder: who provides for life on earth? If we have so much control, and so
many ideas on how to repay others, and what is fair, and what is 'right', who is our provider?
Are we our own providers?

No.

God provides what is needed for those that need it. I think on good days, we would say that.
Does it mean we don't need to help? No. We are tasked with feeding, clothing, caring, and
visiting.

But the main thing about God providing, is that God provides for those that NEED it.



God isn't aiming to give extra to those who already have enough.

Maybe that seems wrong. Maybe we say "the richer just get richer, and the poorer just get
poorer. Who is being provided for?" But I encourage you to push back against cynicism. Look
for the helpers. Somehow, over 100 years ago ordinary people pooled in money to build this
house of worship. And not only this one, but every house of worship in this small radius.

But God providing, and even us helping provide for those in need… this goes against our
way of living. Who wants to provide for those in need, when you can't control their behavior?
Who wants to help provide when there is no guarantee they will use the provisions in a smart
way?

We say you have to "work hard to earn", and it makes us mad when people take without
'earning it'. We question: "did they need that? Are they just being lazy? We wouldn't have
dared to do that at their age." It doesn't help that there is a stigma around government
assistance.

So, are we bothered that the shepherd left the 99 for the one? Maybe.

Why? Because it isn't fair.

The 99 are loyal, why would their helper leave their side, even for a minute?

But life in this world is confusing.

And life is a precious gift.

Life is full of hardships, and somehow full of celebrations. Sometimes, the same event is
both.

What is more celebratory? Someone getting what they deserve, or someone receiving
mercy?

Someone being brought into their true life, or the idea of God enacting the punishment we
think is deserved?

I thank God that God isn't "fair" in my eyes, or we would be worse off.

God is merciful.

And I believe we are made to want what is good for others.

We want joy. We want God to be joyful in his creation. If the 99 are faithful, good! I would
LOVE to see 99 faithful people all in one place. They don't need extra gifts. But you know
who does?

The one who is struggling does.



Does that rob you of joy, knowing that someone who doesn't 'deserve' in the eyes of the
world is still able to receive so much? The stray who wandered is getting special treatment?

Here's the catch: the joy in the returning one isn't exclusive to God. God shares joy.

Like the woman finding the coin: she calls friends and neighbors to rejoice with her.

It may seem silly. But a party is a party.

It may not seem fair some churches are getting full time ministers, and some of our churches
are struggling so much. It might not seem fair some people are on government assistance,
and some work so hard without it. It may not seem fair some families seem to have so much
hardship, and some not.

But, we're all the church. The gain of anyone who accepts God's mercy is God's gain, the
church's gain, OUR gain.

You will not meet a person who is not loved by God.

So if we feel we've been treated unfairly, see if it's a God thing. Are we being the grumpy 99,
are we being the older brother in the story of the prodigal son? Are we seeking revenge over
the life of another person for God?

Maybe it's not fair. But maybe it's right.

We might have joy right around the corner, and having God leading our life is the source of
true joy. May we be willing to accept this.

Offertory: Basso Ostinato  Leon Boellmann

Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 12

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.



Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us    No. 381
1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care; in thy pleasant pastures
feed us, for our use thy folds prepare.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us,
thine we are.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

2. We are thine thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way; keep thy flock, from sin
defend us, seek us when we go astray.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us
when we pray. Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.

3. Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful through we be; thou hast mercy to
relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early
turn to thee.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee.

4. Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will; blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy
love our bosoms fill. Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. Blessed
Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still.

Closing Prayer: Redeeming God, who appointed us to your service, save us from the
distress of this life. Where there is pain, may we find and  be healing. In our service,
remind us to go out to find the lost, as you have found us. Amen.

Postlude:  Every Time I Feel the Spirit   African American spiritual, arr. Judith L Maggs
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