
Date: August 21, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: "Prelude on a Shaker Hymn Tune"  Based on "Simple Gifts" James Southbridge

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn:  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   No. 103
1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, most blessed, most
glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting thou rulest in might; thy justice
like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3. To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of all; we blossom
and flourish as leaves on the tree, and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

4. Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; thine angels adore thee4, all veiling their sight; all
laud we would render: O help us to see 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

Call to Worship: Psalm 71  (UMH 794)

Unison Prayer: Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that
the whole world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

1st Reading Jeremiah 1: 4-10
2nd Reading Hebrews 12: 18-29

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: Lord of the Dance   No. 261
1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the moon and the stars and
the sun, and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth.  At Bethlehem I had my birth.

Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.  And I'll lead you
all wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.



2. I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, but they would not dance and they would not follow me;
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; they came to me and the dance went on. Refrain:

3. I danced on the sabbath when I cured the lame, the holy people said it was a shame; they
whipped and they stripped and they hung me high; and they left me there on a cross to die. Refrain:

4. I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black; it's hard to dance with the devil on your back; they
buried my body and they thought I'd gone, but I am the dance and I still go on.  Refrain:

5. They cut me down and I leapt up high, I am the life that'll never, never die; I'll live in you if you'll
live in me; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.  Refrain:

Gospel Reading:   Luke 13: 10-17

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “My words in your mouth”

Have you heard that expression– someone putting "their words in your mouth"?

I didn't understand that phrase growing up, and always thought it was a little weird. But over time, I
realize that it means somebody speaking for you.

Often my mom's friends would try to talk to me, and I was really shy, so they'd say "I don't want to
put words in your mouth.”

I think it's very respectful when people don't want to put words in our mouths. They value what you
have to say, I want to know how you would say it. Usually, we hear this phrase from adults who have
had more time on this Earth, and want to hear what the younger folks have to say.

So what about God putting words in our mouths?  In God's case, God has to give us words. But
somehow this isn't a bad thing.

God is so much bigger, God is the creator, God is a helper. We wouldn't even know what to say if
God told us to speak. God is so big and great, it seems like our words fail when we try to describe
God. So God asks prophets to be speakers for him. God puts his words in their mouth. And this is a
good thing, so the people will know what to say.

When God speaks on our behalf, God chooses to use us as the means of speaking. The best thing
we can do is not let other people speak for us when we should speak. But let God’s voice speak
through our actions always. God may not always put words in our mouth.  But when he does, we
know it's important.  It may be hard to tell when God is speaking, but know that God can speak to us
at any age and at any time. All we have to do is be confident enough to share.

Special Music



SERMON: Lessons from actions

“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.”

Have you noticed, in some gospel accounts, Jesus is said to be teaching in the synagogues, but the
gospel doesn’t record exactly what he is teaching about in the synagogues. No court transcripts for
us to flip back through. No sketches of him speaking.

Somehow, something is still being communicated in our accounts.

What do you notice about this story?

I notice that the lessons we read, recorded for us these thousands of years later, are more about
Jesus's actions and the reactions he got.

Instead of recording all of his teachings in the synagogue, potentially like ancient philosophers
would have their disciples do, Jesus's actions were recorded. But not only his actions, his parables
too.

What else do you notice about this passage? I noticed Jesus' confidence. Jesus is confident in what
he is doing with the healing. Jesus stops teaching, calls her over to him, and tells her she is healed.
He doesn't make a huge flashing-lights-name-calling-prophecy-telling show of it, he doesn't slay her
in the spirit; he calls her over, and tells her she is healed.

Self confidence is not always a bad thing. When it's done in the right way, it's truly just an honest
thing. When you know what you are capable of, and you're able to do it, it's not self righteous. It's
just doing what you were made to do.

Do not feel bad for your gifts.

This interaction between Jesus and the woman is not just the words he told her. In fact, a lot of this
passage is not just about words. It's about actions. Jesus doesn't just tell her that she is healed; he
lays his hands on her. After he tells her she is healed, he lays his hands on her and she stands up
straight.

I want us to take a minute to appreciate that action.

Why is it important that the Son of God should lay his hands on somebody? Isn't it in Matthew
chapter 8 verse 8 where a centurion tells Jesus only say the word and my servant shall be healed?

That focuses on Jesus's capability to heal with words. But by faith the servant is healed there. Also,
the servant was far away. There's something about that woman physically being there, Jesus
physically being there– both bodies being present. I think this is what makes Jesus so special. God
doesn't just redeem the world with a *finger snap*. God sends God's self in human form. Part of
what's so miraculous about God, is that God becomes embodied, because we are embodied. God
could have just healed the woman with those words, but God chooses to physically affirm her.

Not going to lie, I always felt weird pre-Covid when people wanted to hold hands and pray. Even to
this day I don't really like touching people when I pray. But I understand and affirm the theology that



there is something really important about affirming someone's physical body. I do believe in things
called healing hugs, and that people are often in need of more physical contact than they can get.
Especially people who live alone.

I want to remind us that God does not condemn a body, the savior affirms and heals bodies
because we are made to be embodied. We were created From the dust, and we will be returned to
the dust. It’s no secret bodies can be a drag. But our final forms will be embodied in a new way.

If we go one step deeper, we would affirm this is why we have communion. It is not enough just for
head and heart to affirm Jesus Christ. We need to physically eat and drink the body and blood of
Christ. We need our bodies to come in contact with the body of Christ. I know  Protestants don't
believe in the physical presence of Christ at communion, but we affirm in our communion literature
that Christ is there.

Something else you might notice about this passage, one of the more obvious connections, is that
rules are not made to be followed at all times in all places always. Even the sabbath, that is one of
the 10 commandments, is somehow bent by Christ.  The Pharisees don't see the miracle of the
woman being healed as a joy, because they probably don't see her really as a person. Just as a
broken body. But they do notice when a really important rule is broken.

This is such a sobering lesson for us, as we can be people who live and die by rules. Do humans
serve rules, or rules serve humans? It's really important for us to try and understand why rules are
created, and why we follow them. And if we can't understand why they're there, we might need to do
some research.

And if a rule needs to be changed, we need to be willing to change it.That being said, we have to be
careful not to tear down a bunch of rules when we might not understand why they're there. In this
passage, Christ understood why the sabbath day was there. Because people would work
themselves to death. But he also understood that this woman's suffering needed to end, and that
day was as good as any. Why stick to a rule that was not being obeyed in the exact heart of what
was instituted in the first place?

This leads me to a 4th observation in this passage, and that is having faith. In fact, having faith
probably ties all these observations together. If the Pharisees truly had faith that this man Jesus was
the Son of God, they would not have kicked back against his actions.

They would not have questioned his rule breaking, because if God created these rules, God can
sure-as-heck break them.

If the Pharisees had faith that this was the Son of God, like the 12 disciples did, they would not have
questioned his actions.

And now, a self-reflective note: do we question Christ’s authority? If we truly believed Jesus is the
Son of God, and what happened in this book truly happened in real life, would we ask the same
questions to God that we do now?

I don't like that question, because it felt offensive when I first asked myself that.



I often find that I have so much more in common with the Pharisees than I do with the people
receiving healing. But really, I guess we're both. The lady who was healed immediately stood up and
praised God. What a great inspiration for us. She understood in some sense what had just
happened. The Pharisees had their notions pushed back against.

Christ corrected them, and told them why it was allowed. Because sometimes there are exceptions
to these rules. And the Pharisees were ashamed of what they had said. Christ corrected them in a
firm, but loving way.

To be able to follow Christ with our whole heart, we will have to be put to shame sometimes. Our
not-so-loving, legalistic actions will show, and we will need somebody to remind us of Christ.
Sometimes we will need to be touched by God’s hands. Our bodies will need to be affirmed.
Sometimes rules will need to be broken. Even ones we don't want to be broken.

And we can't be afraid of the confidence given from God to be who we were made to be. There is so
much to learn just from the actions of Christ, even without the transcript from the synagogue
teachings. May we be truly reminded of these lessons in our life together.

Offertory:  O Living Breath of God   Varvindar Friska   Setting, David Maxwell

Doxology No. 94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Lord of All Hopefulness    FWS  No. 2197
1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust ever childlike, no cares could destroy: Be there
at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the
lathe: Be there at our labors, and five us, we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lored, at the noon of
the day.

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: Be
there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: Be
there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Closing Prayer: Merciful God, as we pour out the wealth you have entrusted to us, the
parched places are watered; as we cease our evil talk, the rising light of peace dawns in the
darkness. So lead us into faithful living that your promises may unfold in us as a woman's
back, long bent, unfolds at Christ's command, to the praise of your holy name. Amen.

Postlude: O Had I Jubal's Lyre     G. F. Handel
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