
Date: August 14, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Variations on "Old 100th"     Marc Jordan

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn  O Day of God, Draw Nigh    No. 730
1. Oh day of God, draw nigh in beauty and in power; come with thy timeless judgement now to
match our present hour.

2. Bring to our troubled minds, uncertain and afraid, the quiet of a steadfast faith, calm of a call
obeyed.

3. Bring justice to our land, that all may dwell secure, and finely build for days to come foundations
that endure.

4. Bring to our world of strife thy sovereign word of peace, that war may haunt the earth no more,
and desolation cease.

5. O day of God, draw nigh as at creation's birth; let there be light again, and set thy judgments on
the earth.

Call to Worship: Psalm 80 UMH 801

Unison Prayer: Lord, open our ears to the reading of the scriptures. May we be responsive
listeners to these ancient words. Amen



1st Reading Isaiah 5: 1-7
2nd Reading Hebrew 11: 29- 12: 2

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee    No. 142
1. If thou but suffer God to guide thee, and hope in God through all thy ways, God will give strength,
whate'er betide thee, and bear thee through the evil days.  Who trusts in God's unchanging love
builds on the rock that naught can move.

2. Only be still, and wait God's leisure in cheerful hope, with heart content to take whate'er thy
Maker's pleasure and all-discerning love hath sent; we know our inmost wants are known, for we
are called to be God's own.

3. Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving; so do thine own part faithfully, and trust God's
word; though undeserving, thou yet shalt find it true for thee.  God never yet forsook at need the
soul that trusted God indeed.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 12: 49-56

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: "Witness" https://youtu.be/jhcmzjwbvyk

Special Music

SERMON: Bringer of Division

I came to test and purify the Earth, and how I wish that process was already begun. I have a death
to die, and how stressed I am until that point. Do you think I've come to settle all your affairs? No,
rather my words will be contentious to you.

Now your households will be divided, often based on age.

You're smart enough to predict the weather.  But you say you can't interpret how to slow the social
hardships of this time?

That is my paraphrase of the Luke 12 reading today.

This is one of those weird passages, where out of context, it seems really depressing. If you heard
this passage today and thought "even the son of man isn't bringing peace?" Then I think we've
missed the point of the passage.

I remember reading one of my favorite comics years ago in the Watertown times. In this comic
scenario, the main character wished for world peace.

Over the next episodes, the situation played out. The boy walked around his city after peace was
granted, there were no people left in the city. The boy was all alone and he became frightened. He
unwished his wish.

https://youtu.be/jhcmzjwbvyk


It reminds me of those genies and old stories that make you say "be careful what you wish for."
Sometimes our ideas don't play out as well in reality as they do in our heads. What would peace
look like with unrepentant hearts?

I think that comic made a good point. It's impossible to wish for world peace when there is just so
much chaos. Or rather, world peace cannot happen without serious efforts to address social evils.

We can call upon our savior to come and sort things out all we want, but our savior is called upon us
to help in the process of sorting things out.

I guess I think of a child who wishes to bake cupcakes all by themselves. They may start off pretty
well, but if they're under the age of 5 and doing this all alone, you're going to expect a mess. While
they may have insisted that they wanted this alone, "don't help me mom", this is still going to make a
mess. And if you let them make a mess, who is going to clean it up? Does it seem just for the
mother to spend the next 35 minutes cleaning out all of the egg yolk and batter mix that lines the
kitchen? While the child cries and asks why mom let them make a mess of themselves?

Maybe some of us would say yes, mom needs to clean it up. When the mother created the child,
why shouldn't the mom clean up the mess that the child that she created made?

Somehow I don't think moms roll that way.

So I don't think that it's necessarily the worst thing that Jesus says that he is coming, and it will bring
division.

To be able to make sense of chaos,you need to do some sorting.

Something all of our churches have in common, is that we've recently done some Spring cleaning.
And I know Hogansburg and Potsdam can attest to the fact that some of the things needed to be
thrown away.

What may have been fine 15 years ago may no longer be fine now. Like all the candles that the
mice seemed to find. Do we want to continue to hold space for something that is a safety hazard
when we are a public space? No! Sometimes dividing, throwing things away, recycling, making
space for new life is needed. Not all divisions are bad.

In Christ's case, he is the judge of the Earth.  If anyone has the power to clean up messes, to sort
through piles of information, to decide what needs to be recycled, it is Christ. That is the fire that
he's talking about, it's the refiner's fire. A long time ago we talked about wheat and chaff, and how
the wind will blow away the remnants not needed. The fire Christ talks about here also does that.

And we can say that it's not fair, that Christ should only be about peace, that Christ should love
unconditionally. We can tell our mom and our dad to clean up our messes for us because they made
us. But we know that's not the heart of what we were created to do. That it's not the heart of who we
are.  Christ is the judge. Christ brings peace, but also brings division. And division will be necessary
to make the world whole again.

With hope, people are not born exactly how they're going to be forever as soon as they come out of
the womb. There's a lot of growth and change that happens!



Just as our relationship to the creator changes over the years, so does our relationship with each
other. Despite the old saying, I think you can teach old dogs new tricks.

So Jesus is making an observation in this passage, saying that there will be lots of division based
upon his words. But that does not make the words any less true. He also is spreading truth that
people will need to have their eyes opened by each other. If they are smart enough to interpret the
land, the weather, things for physical life, they are smart enough to interpret what needs to be done
to help each other. I picture Christ exasperated at this point. But I don't picture him hopeless.

In fact, just that our church buildings are here is a sign that there is hopeful change in the world.
This is a sign of hope, this is a sign of change. I know it seems ironic that churches are a sign of
change, seeing that change is often a word that we fear. Whoever moved that table 6" is a big
trouble.

But we're not without grace. These buildings are a sign of change, because they weren't always
here. They are sometimes filled with people.  Our announcements change almost every week,
events happen, our prayers lists grow and shrink.

Christ came to bring change. And it was not the change his people expected. It was not immediate
world peace, just for giving to everyone, despite how cruel and greedy they are. You remember the
story of Lazarus and the rich man. The rich man was not given the same position as the man he
mistreated.

(You can find it in Luke ch 16: 19-31.)

We have a name for hope of forgiveness without repentance or change of heart: "cheap grace".

It's something that Christians should not be a fan of.

What if Jesus told Zacchaeus to come out of the tree, and then didn't help change his behavior of
stealing more than he should have from his own people?  What if Jesus didn't correct that woman at
the well?

So maybe division is failed expectations, but it's not always a bad thing. Sometimes division is
necessary for the future. In our church now, we are facing division. The United Methodist Church will
split in 2024. But if we don't split, I think it would be worse for us later on.

Maybe we can even think of death as a division from this Earth. But if we didn't die, just living for
hundreds of years, I would hate to think of what the people I love would look like. What they would
feel like.

As far as divisions being along age lines, I think we can tell that just by looking around our
sanctuary. If I had a nickel for every time somebody asked me where the youth were, I would be a
rich woman.

So we can tell where the rain is coming from, but why can't we ask the generations we don't see
represented why they don't come to church? Why can't we accept or push back on their answers?

Or maybe, why not develop friendships with neighbors to start this conversation?



God doesn't want to clean up the mess alone. God wants a chance at repentance and change.

And so should we. Are we prepared for the purification process? Are we prepared for the hard work
of loving others, even our enemies? Are we prepared to stand up to bullies, without fighting back
tooth and nail?

Division is here. But so is the unity of the Spirit. Take heart, siblings in Christ. Division will not be
forever: we know true peace is coming with our efforts combined with the mercy of God. Stay alert.

Offertory:  Teach Me Thy Way, Lord     Gene Clarke

Doxology No. 94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: My Life Flows On    FWS  No. 2212
1. My life flows on in endless song, above earth's lamentation.  I hear the clear, though far-off hymn
that hails a new creation.

Refrain: No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I'm clinging.  Since love is Lord of
heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing.



2. Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing.  It finds an echo in my soul.  How
can I keep from singing? [Refrain]

3. What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth.  What though the darkness
gather round? Songs in the night he giveth. [Refrain]

4. The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! All things are mine since I
am his! How can I keep from singing? [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: God of all the nations,
you rescued your people out of the Red Sea
and delivered Rahab from battle;
you rescue the lowly and needy from injustice and tribulation.
Surround us with so great a cloud of witnesses
that we may have faith to live by your word in our time,
courage to persevere in the race set before us,
and endurance in the time of trial. Amen.

Postlude: The Lord Reigns, Alleluia!    Gerald Peterson

Pastor: Hattie Taylor
Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
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