
Date: August 7, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Prelude on "Evan"      Gordon Young

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly prepare
ourselves for worship

Opening Pastoral Prayer

*Opening Hymn:  Lift Every Voice and Sing    No. 519
1. Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty; let our rejoicing rise
high as the listening skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea.  Sing a song full of the faith that the dark
past has taught us; sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; facing the rising sun of our
new day begun, let us march on till victory is won.

2. Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn had died; yet with a
steady beat, have not our weary feet come to the place for which our fathers sighed? We have come over a
way that with tears has been watered; we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3. God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; thou who
hast by thy might let us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we pray. Lest our feet stray from the
places, our God, where we met thee, lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.

Call to Worship: Psalm 50 UMH 783

Unison Prayer: Holy God, you delight not in our burnt offerings, but in our offerings of Thanksgiving.
Remind us of your words once again, that we may bring our whole heart to you. Amen



1st Reading: Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20
2nd Reading:Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  What Does the Lord Require    No. 441
1. What does the Lord require for praise and offering? What sacrifice, desire, or tribute bid you bring? Do
justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God.

2. Rulers of earth, give ear! Should you not justice know? Will God your pleading hear, while crime and
cruelty grow? Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God.

3. All who gain wealth by trade, for whom the worker toils, think not to win God's aid, if greed your commerce
soils. Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God.

4. How shall our life fulfill God's law so hard and high? Let Christ endue our will with grace to fortify.  Then
justly, in mercy, we'll humbly walk with God.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 12: 32-40

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Burnt Offerings

Have you ever heard of offerings?

Yes, we have it in our bulletin. It's the point in the service when people give money to the church so we can
do things for the community, hopefully. A lot of the money goes to the building, too. Lots of repairs!

What about burnt offerings?

Well, back in the day, thousands of years ago, offerings used to look a little different. And smell a little
different.

Offerings were given of a really precious thing: life. Life was offered up to God.

To do this, the people sacrificed (killed) animals that they eat (lamb, birds, even cattle). Kinda sad.

But, they couldn't just kill the animal and hope God would come down to eat it. They had to get the animal
up to God somehow.

And fire sends smoke right up into the sky. So if God is above us, couldn't the smoke from the burning
Offering be lifted to God's nostrils? The people built special tables that could be used to burn the animal's
body. Today, that is represented by our altar table. Our altar remains empty of animals, because we no
longer need sacrifices. (We can thank Jesus for that!)

Did God like the sacrifices?

It depends.

If this offering was given out of love and respect for God, then he accepted it. But if it was done out of fear
and no desire to really thank God for the blessings he gave us, God probably would rather we keep the
animal alive and change our behavior instead.



There is nothing earthly we can offer God that he hasn't already known. But the best kind of offering isn't
burnt. It isn't even money. It's ourselves, when we live life with grateful hearts. God said to us in the Psalms–
those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me.

How can we bring thanksgiving to God?

(Care for earth, listen to one another, pray, forgive, feed others, help elderly, visit the lonely, sabbath.)

Special Music

SERMON: A New Offering

So now what do you think about burnt offerings? If any of you are farmers, or were farmers, you are
probably pretty used to having to end the life of certain animals. I assume that side of life is something many
of us have been acquainted with, one way or another. The loss of life for physical need or out of mercy.

So does the idea of a burnt offering appeal to you?

Probably not.

Why kill something only to burn it?

But the sacrifice was about the blood as much as the meat. As blood was considered the sacred life fluid,
with the ability to make things impure, it was also very connected with life.

Today, we find interesting ways to reuse all the bits of the animals we kill for food. Blood pudding, anyone?
Elk hoof stew?

How come we don't make sacrifices to God in the same way as the ancient Israelites? Well, culture
changes. But sacrifice is no foreign concept to many cultures. In some ways, we still see sacrifices. And we
let certain things be sacrifices that should not be. When we fail to protect the lives of the innocent because
of greed, or fear of disappointing people, those lives lost become sacrifices to greed, or "freedom".

Sacrifice is still everywhere in our culture, but it's masked.

We sometimes sacrifice the health of Earth for convenience. We sacrifice our days off for the benefit of
others, even if we might not want to. Even if they might not acknowledge our sacrifice.

There is something odd about sacrifices. We sometimes consider them helpful, worthy, noble. The military
makes sacrifices daily on behalf of the country. The sacrifices moms and dads make for their kids. The
sacrifices teachers make for their students. Leaders make for their careers. You get the picture.

But some sacrifices are not favored or encouraged. Many of us are appalled by the practice of human
sacrifice in some cultures. And granted, it is appalling. Why would any god want someone's life?

I think it has something to do with attempting to please a deity. The gods that were offered sacrifices of
people were perhaps diverse and not considered to be the Creators of all things. Maybe that person's life
was pleasing because it helped empower them. Remember, blood is important. But, I admit I don't know
much about that.

All I know is that our God doesn't often require human sacrifice. There are a couple notable exceptions.
Remember Abraham and Isaac? Luckily, that was not followed through with. A ram was sacrificed instead.
Jephthah’s daughter was a sacrifice, by mistake.



Isn't it fascinating that our Bible at once holds passages where God sets the requirements for sacrifices, and
God no longer delights in the sacrifices.

"I've had enough of burnt offerings of rams

… I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or lambs, or goats."

"Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me…"

That sounds a bit more reasonable.

So what do we do in our religious life that is even close to sacrifices, if we no longer send up burnt offerings?

Well, we have altars. That is a traditional furnishing in a house of worship. Lucky for us, we don't have altar
horns. Google it.

Do we even have smoke during our services? Sometimes. I looked up the burning of incense, to see what
that is about. It's often done in more traditional churches: if you've never seen it and want to see what I'm
talking about, I know Saint Mary's here in Potsdam does it at Mass on Saturday nights. It's neat.

But that's not really a burnt sacrifice in the same way. That is a way of symbolizing prayers being lifted up,
and a nod to "purifying" the temple of the Lord. (Not only were offerings burned, but lots of incense was
burned in the tabernacle as well.)

Later in our first passage, even incense is said to be "an abomination".

God is  not complaining about the sacrifice of the animals just to be difficult.

God is missing the heart of his people. A living heart, not a sacrificed one. When we do empty rituals, we are
not worshiping God with our hearts. Sacrifices mean nothing when we aren't thankful for the life of the
sacrifice.

God wants us to have a good relationship with him and ourselves. God delights when we're in good
relationships. God wants us to be thankful, for there is so much to be enjoyed.

But what about the looming example of human sacrifice in the bible. The sacrifice of Jesus.

There are so many theories as to why Jesus died. I personally don't ascribe to God the father requiring a
human sacrifice to abate his anger. But I know we call Christ a sacrifice.

When we participate in communion, we talk about Jesus's body and blood. That sounds familiar and ancient.
We know a little more now why the body and blood of someone is considered special. We don’t take this
meal lightly.

Luckily, Jesus was a special case. He did not stay dead. He was not an empty sacrifice like many of the
bulls or rams would be considered. There are theories about why and how his death saved the past, and the
future. He was not just a pleasing, smokey odor to a wrathful God. His life was an offering. His ministry was
for us, not just this death.

An excellent example for us is Jesus's heart.

That is what we are told to copy. “If you love me, feed my sheep.” Not, “if you love me, sacrifice a few
animals or get yourself crucified asap.”



God delights in Jesus, because of his heart: his ability to obey the truth. To resist sin, and temptation. God
doesn't delight in death.

You see a cross on our altar. It’s not that we worship the cross, this is a way to say we don't need to make
animal sacrifices on that altar. You see in the communion liturgy, people are called to be a holy and living
sacrifice.

Again, with a right heart, we are called to do things that might make us uncomfortable. To talk to that person
who has been trying to catch your attention. To speak up for the person ahead of you in the line who is
confused at what the cashier is saying. To donate not just money, but time to organizations that ask for help.
To spend more of our church income on free events for others, to show that we have trust in God, and where
we are going.

Buy also to pray. To sacrifice time instead of watching another episode, to spend some time talking to God
and listening. Being disciplined enough to remember to pray when you're mad. It all starts with our hearts,
and the training of them to be stronger. Stronger Christ followers.

So let's be mindful of our traditions. Question what we have in our sanctuary. Look with new eyes on ancient
traditions hidden in plain sight. Question why we recite prayers. We'll research them together. Let your faith
deepen, because our lives are a living sacrifice covered by Christ. And for that we are eternally thankful.

Offertory:  I Love Thee, My Lord       from Christian Harmony    Douglas E. Wagner

Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 8

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers* Hear us,
Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will exalt you,
O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence for
personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



*Closing Hymn:  I Know Whom I Have Believed   No. 714
1. I know not why God's wondrous grace to me he hath made known, nor why, unworthy, Christ in love
redeemed me for his own.

Refrain: But I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I've
committed unto him against that day.

2. I know not how this saving faith to me he did impart, nor how believing in his word wrought peace within
my heart. [Refrain]

3. I know not how the Spirit moves, convincing us of sin, revealing Jesus through the word, creating faith in
him. [Refrain]

4. I know not when my Lord may come, at night or noonday fair, nor if I walk the vale with him, or meet him
in the air. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer: God of judgment and grace,
you ask not for sacrifices
but lives of trusting faith
that acknowledge your power and mercy.
Give us faith as deep and strong as Abraham's and Sarah's,
that we may follow you through all our days
as did Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Postlude: Allegro Maestoso      George Frederick Handel

Pastor: Hattie Taylor ⧫ Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
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