
Date: July 17, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Prelude on "Terra Beata"    Based on English Melody   Bonnie Barrett

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation   No. 559
1. Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone; chosen of the Lord and
precious, binding all the church in one: holy Zion's help forever, and her confidence alone.
2. To this temple, where we call thee, O Lord of Hosts. today! With thy faithful loving kindness hear
thy people as they pray, and thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway.
3. Here vouch-safe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain; what they gain from thee
forever with the blessed to retain, and here-after in thy glory evermore with thee to reign.
4. Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three
and ever one; one i might and one in glory, while unending ages run.

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 52)
Why do you boast, You who practice deceit?
You who love evil rather than good?
Surely God will uproot you from the land of the living.
What good is earthly wealth in God’s realm?
The faithful will flourish in the house of God.
And put their trust in God’s unfailing love.

Unison Prayer: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to the
scripture messages shared with us this morning. Amen



1st Reading Amos 8: 1-12
2nd Reading Colossians 1: 15-28

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  When the Church of Jesus    No. 592
1. When the church of Jesus shuts its outer door, lest the roar of traffic drown the voice of prayer,
may our prayers, Lord, make us ten times more aware that the world we banish is our Christian
care.
2. If our hearts are sifted where devotion soars high above this hungry, suffering world of ours, lest
our hymns should drug us to forget its needs, forge our Christian worship into Christian deeds
3. Lest the gifts we offer, money, talents, time, serve to salve our conscience, to our secret shame,
Lord, reprove, inspire us by the way you give; teach us, dying Savior, how true Christians live.

Gospel Reading: Luke 10: 38-42
Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Unexpected answers

I think, sometimes, that we are expected to know the answers to everything.

When you get older, you will find people asking you questions that you never knew you should have
to have an answer ready for.

"Are turtles amphibians or reptiles?" (They are amphibians.)

And then sometimes, you're asked questions that are trick questions, so you might think you need
to answer carefully.

"Does this bathing suit make me look too flashy?"
….

You learn very early on to form opinions and answers quickly to avoid looking dumb.

There is no harm in saying "I don't know, what do you think?" Or even better "what do you mean?"

Sometimes, we're expected to have answers already prepared, and we're afraid to admit we might
not know something.

But the longer you put up that guise, the more set in your ways you can become.

In the story of Mary and Martha, Martha was probably told her place her entire life. "You're
supposed to be the host." So when this special man named Jesus came to her house, she didn't
ask questions, she 'knew' the right thing to do.

And when her sister Mary didn't come to help cook, she told Jesus to correct Mary. She did not ask
Jesus if he wanted them both to listen or host, but she assumed the answer without asking his
opinion. There was "one right answer, and she knew it."

I think a better conversation for Martha to have had with Jesus would've been "Lord, do you want
me to keep making food, or should we both be listening to you right now?" Or "Lord, should Mary be
helping me right now, or would you rather talk to her?"



There is no shame in asking for clarification. None of us are born with all the answers.

So when someone expects you to know what to do, or worse, know exactly what God wants, make
sure you ask for clarification. Maybe ask God before assuming the answer.

And sometimes, being prepared with "I'm not sure yet!" will be the best way forward.

Special Music

SERMON: The Head of the Church

He is the image of the invisible God. He is before all things. He is the head of the body. He is the
head of the church. He is the beginning. The 1st born from the dead.

That's a lot of "he is", if you ask me.

Of course, the he in this passage is Jesus the Christ.

And this letter is written to remind a city Colossus of who he is.

Today, we often sing hymns to remind us who he is. It just seems that whenever we speak about
God, it either turns into song or poetry.

It may surprise you, but I think we still have more in common with the Colossians receiving this letter
than with the author of this letter.

Do you find yourself having to remind yourself who Christ is on a daily basis?

I do. All the time.

You come to church in part to worship, socialize, but also to REMIND yourself who Christ is?

It's no secret that the world has a way of distracting us. When you're saddled with 3 different
burdens and a fourth one calls you on the phone, you aren't really thinking about Jesus and the
commandments.

I think the author of this passage has a specific situation that he is writing to, and I'll attempt to
describe it to the best of my ability.

After Jesus died and rose and ascended, his disciples were sent out to the "ends of the earth" to
share the message.

This means that they were going out to their surrounding neighbors. And their surrounding
neighbors were often oppressors. Keep in mind who was the king of this area: Caesar. Rome.

We may romanticize the disciples traveling to share love, but it was brutal. Paul is writing from
captivity.

Think of it like this: a bully has been bullying you up everyday before school by stealing your lunch
money. Then one day, you give them the money and try to start a serious conversation with them.

I don't think it's going to go over really well at first.

But many of the places the Apostles traveled to were receptive, because we believe the Apostles
were speaking truth. And, they were wise in their approaches.



The Colossians were used philosophical leaders, and more Greek gods than Near Eastern gods.
But much as people today are seeking for the truth in many places, people then were seeking.

Why only accept your own collection of God's, when you could accept these traveling evangelists'
God too? What if they're right?

So an apostle evangelized the area, but trouble was brewing again. Christ was not being treated as
the Son of the true God. He was being mixed into other beliefs.

Cultural understandings of wisdom and order were being put above Christ.

So Paul is writing to reorganize these priorities.

"Jesus is the head of the church." This is important, because it's not only stating that Jesus is at the
top, but it makes us wonder what the rest of the Church is. What is the body?

Us. We're the body of the church.

Which draws us further along in the passage. This Christ-following is not just a doctrine to believe in
our heads and hearts. This is a way to live into your being. All things are reconciled into God.
Humans, plants, pillbugs, matter. Our journey is, as Paul is saying, "continue steadfast in the faith,
without shifting from the hope of the gospel you've heard."

Do we shift from the gospel?

Maybe not in the same ways.

This community believed there was secret wisdom in the world around them, and certain people
could tap into it. That is not very Gospel. Christ had a way of making things plain to us, through
parables.

(Isn't that a fun paradox? Making things plain through hypothetical stories?)

The main message of Christ isn't very complex: love God, and love your neighbor as yourself. But
for some reason, that is so hard to do. It's easier to find complex layers of meaning and aspirations
in our lives rather than follow that Gospel message.

Following that gospel message sometimes means we have to think for ourselves. That's
uncomfortable, when sometimes all we want is someone to tell us what to believe. But we have the
parables, we have the stories. Christ revealed to us the mysteries: there is no hidden wisdom in
secretive places.  It means trusting in the faith of those who went before us, being steadfast in our
faith with discipline.

Being disciplined means resisting selfish urges.

Part of resisting selfishness might involve this suffering that Paul is writing about.

Paul is contrasting it to self-inflicted wounds for one's own sake, something that was common in that
group, with any sufferings he faced that were on behalf of his faith.

Selfishly punishing the body isn't helpful to Paul, because of the theology he stated earlier: the body
is not something to be saved from, but something that is redeemed with us. Our bodies are not
something to be saved from the world, but the whole world is something to be redeemed. All of
CREATION will be redeemed.



Not just one culture will be redeemed: all cultures, even gentiles, will be redeemed. And it won't
come through secret wisdom, it will come from the teaching freely shared for all.

Once we break down this passage, it's a lot more clear what is being said.

It also helps us frame what might be unhelpful in our own context.

Is it helpful to tell someone they're not welcome into heaven unless they are a specific
denomination? No.

Is it helpful to only speak to people who share your political understandings because they seem
smart? No.

Is it helpful to hurt yourself because you believe God is mad at you, or prefers you with a wounded
body? No.

I truly believe if we recognized Christ as the head of our church body, our lives would look different.
There would not be yelling and hurt feelings, especially over objects. There might not even have
been as much yelling and hurt feelings over the creation of our creeds. Church history is far from
pretty.

There would not be as much mistrust and rumors. There might not even be as many splintered and
lost groups looking for meaning in hidden truths.

So how do we act as the body now that we're reminded Christ is the head?

We discuss ideas. We pray, we read scripture. We share our hearts. We take trainings, look into
education. We teach the wisdom we have. We are charitable to those we disagree with, but firm. We
resist the urge to get angry at one another, but speak the truth in love. Correct kindly when
appropriate. All those good things we are taught as children, we continue to practice.

With Christ as head, we have hope, and reconciliation to look forward to. Keep steadfast in the faith.
You have what you need for the journey, and strength in this body

Offertory:  Offertory on "Dundee"   Tune from "Scottish Psalter"   David Paxton

Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;



People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lords Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: We Are God's People     FWS   No. 2220
1. We are God's people, the chosen of the Lord, born of the Spirit, established by the Word.  Our
cornerstone is Christ alone, and strong in Christ we stand: O let us live transparently and walk heart
to heart and hand in hand.
2. We are God's loved ones, the Bride of Christ, our Lord, for we have known it, the love of God
outpoured.  Now let us learn how to return the gift of love once given: O let us share each joy and
care and live with a zeal that pleases heaven.
3. We are the body of which the Lord is Head, called to obey Christ, now risen from the dead.  God
wills us be a family diverse, yet truly one; O let us give our gifts to God and so shall God's work on
earth be done.
4. We are a temple, the Spirit's dwelling place, formed in great weakness, a cup to hold God's
grace.  We die alone, for on its own each ember loses fire; yet joined in one the flame burns on to
give warmth and light and to inspire.

Closing Prayer: Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and
courage upon us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for
others, but by serving them generously and faithfully in your name. Amen.

Postlude: Hymn to Joy   Tune by Ludwig van Beethoven, adapt. Albert L Travis
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