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Date: July 10, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: I Come With Joy        from Southern Harmony, 1835    arr. Gilbert M. Martin

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn  Where Charity and Love Prevail   No. 549
1. Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found; brought here together by Christ's
love, by love are we thus bound.

2. With grateful joy and holy fear true charity we learn; let us with heart and mind and
strength now love Christ in return.

3. Forgive we now each other's faults as we our faults confess; and let us love each other
well in christian holiness.

4. Let strife among us be unknown, let all contention cease; be Christ the glory that we seek,
be ours his holy peace.

5. Let us recall that in our midst dwells God's begotten Son; as members of his body joined,
we are in him made one.

6. Love can exclude no race or creed if honored be God's name; our common life embraces
all whose Maker is the same.

Call to Worship: Psalm 82 (UMH 804)

Unison Prayer:
Loving God,open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that the whole
world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

1st Reading Amos 7:7-17
2nd Reading Colossians 1:1-14

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!



*Hymn:  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace    FWS No. 2171
1. Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. Where
there is injury, your pardon Lord, and where there's doubt, tru faith in you.

2. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope. Where
there is darkness, only light, and where there's sadness, ever joy.

3. Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be
understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul.

4. Make me a channel of your peace.  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, in giving of
ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we're born to eternal life.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 10: 25-37

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Good Samaritan exercise

Special Music

SERMON: "I am no prophet"

I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore trees.

I remember sitting in a class during my student years, and being asked the question "who is
a prophet? What are their qualifications?"

That was a weird day, because of the different verbal reflecting each student had to do. We
were asked if Martin Luther King, Jr. was a prophet. We raised our hands if we thought so.
We were asked if we knew anybody who was a prophet. We were asked if Lady Gaga was a
prophet.

I won't tell you what the class said. I found myself very unsure of what qualifications one has
to have to be a prophet. Is it just anyone who speaks a word from God? Surely it's not that
simple.

Who is a prophet?

A technical definition would be something like a person being the mouthpiece for God. A
prophet is somebody who speaks on behalf of a god, and says things that are sometimes
beyond human understanding or foreknowledge.

We're very comfortable with the idea of prophets when we look back at our "Old Testament"
(Hebrew Bible).



We consider Ezekiel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, to be pretty major prophets. Those are books and
characters we hear about maybe multiple times a year. And there are 12 more prophets
which have books in our OT. We call them the minor prophets.

They had specific tasks and issues to advocate for.

I'm not sure who we would call a prophet today, but our definition of prophet looks a bit
different from the one in Amos's day. We see them as trustworthy and often righteous, holy
people...

What if I told you that there was an ancient position of 'prophet'? There are some people
designated and raised to 'prophesy', and they were believed to be talking to many different
gods. Prophets were hired by kings to give them insider information on what a god might
think of their kingly actions.

And some prophets were more honest than others.

So did you notice, that Amaziah said to Amos "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there and prophecy there."

Seer here being someone who 'sees' things others don't, often about the future.

Prophet was a hired position. Or a way to earn money. This doesn't always mean that they
were wrong or corrupt, but Amaziah recognizes that it is a career.

I think that is what makes the Amos passage so interesting. Amos is considered one of our
prophets, because he foretold the future and was warning the northern kingdom of their
demise, through the word of God, spoken to him.

But when Amos is told his prophecies are not welcome, and he should go back home, he
tells them that he is not a prophet in the way they think–and continues his prophecy.

This is not his profession for him. This isn't even his family's profession. He was not trying to
make money this way: his profession is herdsman and dresser of sycamore trees. He is a
farmer.

So why was Amos sent so far away from home to give a word from God?

Well, this was a rough time in the history of God's people.

After King Solomon's death, his son Rehoboam (mid 900s BCE) was appointed king over the
southern part of the empire. The northern part had somewhat broken away, and was
concerned over their harsh taxation under Solomon. Rehoboam was attempting to rejoin the
kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom was Israel, and the South, Judah. You know these names.
For context, the capital of Israel was Samaria, and the capital of Judah was Jerusalem.



However, Israel did not choose Rehoboam to be their king: Jeroboam, once an advisor for
Solomon, was chosen to be king.

Amos came up from Judah, his king was Rehoboam, to Israel under Jeroboam's rule, to
speak what God had shown him.

And what had God shown him?

Well, that the north is not measuring up to their promises. But also, Amos's vision showed
what was to come. This land has been far from peaceful for thousands of years. Amos' vision
is the destruction that was coming from the Assyrians. If God knows all, surely he knew that
the Assyrians were coming to take over.

We've seen great victories of God's people with God, but great victories come with great
faith. Or great preparation.

The priest of Bethel (in Israel, Northern Kingdom), Amaziah, did not want to hear the
prophecies. They were not prepared to take on Assyrians, and the Priest and King were
probably already tired of fear-mongering prophecies from other hired prophets.

Surely enough, the land was overtaken by the Assyrians, and the Northern people sent into
exile. When we hear 900 years later (Jesus's time) about Samaritans, these are no longer
the Jews in Samaria. These are all kinds of people living in that land that was once the
Northern Kingdom's capital.

I think this is the strange thing about prophets. Many of these prophets we read about in the
Bible were not "hired". They were called by God. They didn't want to share a message
necessarily (take Jonah for example), but they were faithful to God.

In my mind, God didn't necessarily send the Assyrians as punishment. But God did tell his
people what's to come if they didn't listen to his prophecy and change their ways.

I wonder, if the Northern Kingdom repented and listened to the prophecy, or was united with
the South, would their fate have changed?

So maybe it's not clear who is a prophet in the same way in this day and age. We know WE
will hear messages from God, or sometimes visions. Sometimes, we'll feel led to share them.
Perhaps there are people in our generation that are particularly sensitive to the word of God,
and will speak prophetically to us. But it won't usually be their career. And it might not be a
happy word. The prophecies in the Hebrew Bible are sobering.

But we must still listen.

God in Christ sent a new kind of prophet. A teacher to dwell among us as a brother, and a
healer. A sacrifice, showing the depths of God's love. And a reminder of our covenant. We



are saved through this. The prophets and the laws hang on this. Christ supports and nurtures
this history.

Where are you hearing a word from God? Where are we prepared to change?

Thanks be to God for our past, and the hope of our future.

Offertory:  Wondrous Love     from Southern Harmony, 1835    arr. Michael Burkhardt

Doxology No. 94

Prayers of the People:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lords Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power
and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart No. 500
1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth; through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love thee a I ought to love.



2. I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, no angel
visitant, no opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away.

3. Hast thou not bid me love thee, God and King? All, all thine own, soul, heart and strength
and mind.  I see thy cross; there teach my heart to cling. O let me seek thee, and O let me
find!

4. Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; teach me the struggles of the soul to bear. To
check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh, teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.

5. Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame; the
kindling of the heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar, and thy love the flame.

Closing Prayer: God of justice, your word is light and truth. Let your face shine on us
to restore us, that we may walk in your way, seeking justice and doing good. Amen.

Postlude: Trumpet Tune                 Charles Callahan
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