
Psephizo Sending of the 70 (Luke 10)

Date: July 3, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: All Things Bright and Beautiful        arr. Robert F. Swift

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn:  America the Beautiful   No. 696
1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain; for purple mountain majesties above the
fruited plain! America! America! God shed his grace on thee, and crown thy good with brotherhood
from sea to shining sea.

2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, who more than self their country loved, and
mercy more than life! America! America! May God thy gold refine, till all success be nobleness, and
every gain divine.

3. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the rears thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed
by human tears! America! America! God mend thine every flaw, confirm thy soul in self control, thy
liberty in law.

Call to Worship: (Psalm 30) UMH 762

Unison Prayer: Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to
the scripture messages shared with us this morning. Amen

1st Reading: 2 Kings 5: 1-14

2nd Reading: Galatians 6: 1-16



Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  For the Bread Which You Have Broken    No. 615
1. For the bread which you have broken, for the wine which you have poured, for the words which
you have spoken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.

2. By this pledge that you do love us, by your gift of peace restored, by your call to heaven above
us, hallow all our lives, O Lord.

3. With our sainted ones in glory seated at the heavenly  board, may the church that's waiting for
you keep love's tie unbroken, Lord.

4. In your service, Lord, defend us, in our hearts keep watch and ward; in the world where you have
sent us, let your kingdom come, O Lord.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Fruit of the Spirit Activity

Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: Communion: this Holy Mystery

I'm trying something different today.

Bear with me.

Part of being a Christian is how we choose to live life together. And part of how we live life together,
is how we follow traditions.

As modern Christians, so much unites us. We believe in the divinity of Christ. We often have houses
of worship that we go to praise God in. We believe in the resurrection, our place with God, grace
imparted through baptism, and the grace imparted through communion.

However, we start to lose a grasp on our unity if we study church history. From the creation of the
creeds, to many church splits, to the editing of our scripts, churches have been marked as distinct
from one another.

Today, I want to narrow our scope to communion.

As Methodists, we have revitalized and edited our scripts for the sacraments over the years, as
many churches have. This mostly happened in the 1960s. Which, for those of you who remember
those days, you're probably not shocked that was the decade for change.
The editing of these sacrament services was to avoid extremes of rigidity and indifference: we want
to know what we are doing, but we don't want it to be free from outside influence.

There is an approved document for the United Methodists, called "This Holy Mystery" which gives a
lot of information about how this sacrament works in our church. What do we believe?



First, we believe a sacrament is beyond human capacity. It is a mystery, instituted by Christ for the
churches.

I am going to attempt to give us some history, and help us live into a deeper understanding of this
sacrament we share.

What is it really named? You've heard the name "the Lord's Supper." Reminds us that Christ is the
host. We are invited to participate

The 'Last Supper' is helpful for reminding us of the act, but it isn't used to talk about communion in
churches.

'Holy Communion' reminds us of the self-giving of God--which makes this event a giving of grace.
There is a holiness in community with God and one another.

'Eucharist' is a Greek word for thanksgiving. It's our thanksgiving to God for creation and salvation.

'Mass' is a term used by the Catholic church. It is from the Latin word Missio, which means sending
forth. This is a way to nourish the believers, affirm them as God's people, and send them out into
the world.

In the Easter Orthodox tradition, the term used is "Divine liturgy".

All of the names mean the eating of bread and the drinking of wine/grape juice in the presence of
those who are there to worship God. Why bread? Because this has been a sign of human
sustenance for 1000s of years. Wine is what Jesus used at the last supper, and was spoken about
as a sign of the heavenly banquet to come. For Wesleyans, we use unfermented grape juice. This
was a practical substitution for those with alcohol addictions.

Sharing this meal began not as a Christian practice, but was a Jewish practice that took on new
meaning with Christ. We as Christians partake to remind ourselves of the life, death, and
resurrection of Christ.

And you might wonder: what exactly happens at communion?

It depends on who you ask. Different traditions look at it differently.

Where are all these different churches coming from?

I'll keep it brief. Catholicism and Orthodoxy are held to be the oldest traditions. They don't have
founders in the same way as Protestants (protest-ants) (protest the Catholic church) do. A reminder
that many protestants just wanted to reform the church, not create their own faith practices.

Luther broke away in the early 1500s, King Henry broke away in the 1500s, Zwingli and Calvin were
also in the 1500s. Fox was in the 1600s, and Wesley in the 1700s.

At risk of being too simplistic, those are the main roots for protestants.

Even more simplified are some categories: Presbyterians fall often under reformed theology, which
essentially comes from John Calvin's ideas. Zwingli was also considered reformed, but much to his
discomfort he started the seeds for anabaptism. This includes Mennonite, Amish, and some roots
shared with baptists.



Luther and King Henry the 8th broke away from the Catholic church for different reasons. Luther's
theology is found in Lutheranism, and Anglicanism is what grew from King Henry's split.

George Fox in the 1600s helped form the Quakers (religious society of friends), which split from the
church of England (part of the Anglican church). And John Wesley, an Anglican priest, started
Methodism.

Just as these webs of protestantism are complex, so are the theologies of what is happening at
communion.

In the Catholic tradition, mostly Roman Catholic around here, the bread and wine are held to
"become the body and blood" of Christ. The bread and wine don't visibly change, but in essence,
they do. If you want the 50 pt word, it's called transubstantiation.

This is a really special thing, and is not to be taken lightly: those who are not in union either through
a profession of faith or baptism with the church are making a false statement if they participate in
the communion 'co union' of that sacrament. This is why non-Catholics are not encouraged to take
communion at a Catholic service. It would be false unity in that tradition.

For Martin Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, and other reformers, they did not believe in the substance of the
bread and wine being changed. But, each reformer believed something different about what this
sacrament WAS. Luther held something like the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the
elements. The 50 point word here is consubstantiation. Zwingli believed this meal is a memorial for
Christ's sacrifice, and a good way to share fellowship. John Calvin held something like "although
Christ's body is in heaven, when we take the bread and cup with true faith and due reverence, we
are nourished by the Holy Spirit.

Then we get to Methodists. We're something like that last way, but there are a variety of answers.
Us Methodists are a tricky bunch.

John Wesley urged his followers to take communion often, because God's power is available in the
Lord's Supper. There is Grace in this act. In the beginning of Methodism, he communed 4 or 5 times
a week! We don't even get together that often!

Since Wesley was an English man, and  didn't stay in America very long, AND the revolutionary War
pushed out a lot of ordained Anglican priests, American Methodists were not used to having
communion often. With his reasons, Wesley ended up disobeying his Anglican vows and ordaining
Thomas Coke a superintendent to come to America so Methodists could begin getting somewhat
regular communion. Once every 3 months. Methodists kind of like that quarterly communion, but
some of us are getting used to that once a month pattern.

However, American Methodists tended to see communion as a solemn event. A time to repent
rather than celebrate God's life. We have a complex relationship with this sacrament.

In the New Testament, there are a few different understandings about what goes on in communion.
Themes of fellowship, sacrifice, thanksgiving, remembrance, moving of the Holy Spirit and
eschatology are present. If you look at the liturgy, the service of Word and Table, you will see all of
these themes in what we say.



We hold that God meets us at the table. We hold the Spirit works through our right relieving of these
gifts. Christ is present through our fellowship, and through our words of remembrance. Christ is here
as a promise to the church, not just through what you or I bring to this table.

The pattern in the words (the heading of each communion section) is important: that we are invited
to the table. And we confess our falling short.

There are a few different ways to say these things. Sometimes a pastor picks different ones (starting
on UMH page 7 vs starting on page 12.) But the heart of the liturgy stays the same.

Keep in mind, no one is worthy of Grace. We don't come to the table because we are worthy, we
come because we are offered Grace. The least we can do is admit our sins and make right with
those around us before taking. But there is no way to make ourselves worthy. With that being said,
this is an open table to all ages and denominations. We are open to all who love Christ, and are
willing to grow into that body. We offer to everyone because we are expressing the unity that already
exists as a gift from God. While we may not show it well, we know we are unified as children of God.

The passage we read together, the great thanksgiving, is a way to unite what we believe. It affirms
God's power through this sacrament, and reminds us of the tenants of our faith. I do not call down
the Spirit, but I ask that God's presence is with us and these gifts. We participate together.

You might have lots of other questions, but this is what I have distilled for us now. I encourage you,
as we participate in this holy mystery, read this liturgy with new eyes, and open your hearts to a
fresh working of the Spirit.

Offertory: More Love to Thee, O Christ    arr. Mark Hayes

Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 8

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;



People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:  Lord, You Give the Great Commission    No. 584
1. Lord, you give the great commission: "Heal the sick and preach the word." Lest the church
neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, help us witness to your purpose with renewed
integrity.

[Refrain:] With the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.

2. Lord, you call us to your service: "In my name baptize and teach." That the world may trust your
promise, life abundant meant for each, give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community.

[Refrain:]

3. Lord, you make the common holy: "This my body, this my blood." Let us all, for earth's true glory,
daily lift life heavenward, asking that the world around us share your children's liberty.

[Refrain:]

4. Lord, you show us love's true measure: "Father, what they do, forgive." Yet we hoard as private
treasure all that you so freely give.  May your care and mercy lead us to a just society.

Refrain:

5. Lord, you bless with words assuring: "I am with you to the end." Faith and hope and love
restoring, may we serve as you intend and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity.

[Refrain:]

Closing Prayer:
God of all nations and peoples,
your Son commanded his disciples
to preach and heal throughout the world.
Grant us, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
the zeal to proclaim the good news of peace and justice,
and gather all humanity into life with you. Amen.

Postlude: Onward, Christian Soldiers   arr. Humphrey Turner
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