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Date: June 26, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: I Feel the Winds of God Today    Darwin Wolford

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn  Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim     No. 181
1.Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad his wonderful name; the
name all victorious of Jesus extol, his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.

2. God ruleth on high, almighty to save, and still he is nigh, his presence we have; the great
congregation his triumph shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.

3. "Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!" Let all cry aloud and honor the Son; the praises
of Jesus the angels proclaim, fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.

4. Then let us adore and give him his right, all glory and power, all wisdom and might; all
honor and blessing with angels above, and thanks never ceasing and infinite love.



Call to Worship: Psalm 77 UMH 798

Unison Prayer:
God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to the
scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen

1st Reading 2 Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14
2nd Reading Galatians 5: 1, 13-25

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  O Jesus, I Have Promised   No. 396
1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my Master
and my friend. I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if
thou wilt be my guide.

2. O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near; I see the sights that dazzle, the
tempting sounds I hear; my foes are ever near me, around ne and within; but Jesus, draw
thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin.

3. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, above the storms of passion, the
murmurs of self will. O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; O speak and make me
listen, thou guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee that where thou art in glory there shall
thy servant be. And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; O give me grace to
follow, my Master and my Friend.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 9: 51-62

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Fruit on the Tree exercise

Choral Anthem

SERMON: The days drew near

Do you find that as you get close to a trip, you get a little more anxious? That might be a sign of
living with anxiety, but I think a lot of us struggle with travel anxieties. Sometimes, even just leaving
the house can be really difficult the longer you stay in. You make plans to go out and have dinner
with your friends, but when the day arrives, you feel a little bit nervous.

What do you notice about your mood, and your feelings, as you get anxious about something?
When you're anxious, do you find you start noticing how your body is reacting?



For me, I notice that I get distracted. If I'm anxious about something in the future, my eyes might
start to wander, and my brain might start to wander with them. Especially as somebody's telling me
something that reminds me of other duties. I work really hard to be in the moment, so you won't
often find me drifting away. But sometimes I do, and for that I'm sorry.

I was given some advice in school, that the best thing we can do for other people is to be a non
anxious presence when listening. When somebody is feeling anxious, and is talkative or twitch-y or
pacing  the best thing we can do is to be relaxed and to be a listening ear. Do not show signs of
anxiety.

Have you heard of that? Being a "non anxious presence?"

As Jesus's days drew near to the Ascension, I'm wondering if Jesus was starting to feel some
anxiety. Maybe he wasn't fully sure what the Ascension was going to look like, or it may be exactly
what was going to happen to his body.

Though I could be projecting my own anxieties onto him.

When plans fall through, and the village is not respectful of Jesus's culture and position to
Jerusalem, what does Jesus do?

Some of us would get furious. Some of us would want to "rip those Samaritans a new one."

Doesn't this village know who they're denying? The Risen Son of God!

Or Jesus could have turned into an anxious mess, and said “Where are we all going to stay?" And
end up taking out his anxieties or anger upon his disciples. He could have blamed them for having a
lack of faith, he could have blamed them for not going to the right people. Jesus could have gotten
depressed, and decided to skip all those areas all together. There's so many options for what we do
with our anxiety.

Whenever I read this passage, I am struck by the disciples' boldness."Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?"

Now if you're thinking, "that's awfully specific", you are right. That is a reference to 2nd Kings 1
where Elijah has fire called down on hostile troops. This idea would not be foreign to the Jewish
people.

But Jesus does not say yes to them. Jesus doesn't follow in suit with Elijah, and call down fire. He
turns his disciples and rebukes them.

I don't love the idea of rebuking people, but I think I understand where Jesus was coming from. It
probably felt like insult to injury after he spent his whole life trying to get his disciples to understand
radical love. "I am doing a NEW thing"

I think this is a great reminder that even when we are anxious, we don't need to take out our anger
on those who have caused the anxiety. Jesus did not walk into that town and continue to then
rebuke the people who turned him away. He went into another Village.



Another Jesus technique for managing anxiety is being honest. When someone tells Jesus he will
follow the Savior wherever he's going, Jesus doesn't tell him "that's nice." Jesus tells him the truth.
The savior is essentially homeless on earth. He does not have a home to go to here. It is a way to
tell this man to really think about what he is saying. I think when we are feeling anxious, the best
thing we can do is be really clear about what we're perceiving, and how that makes us feel. Many of
us could be wrong, we could have misjudged our situation.

But our feelings are still valid. And sometimes people should know them, because it will help all of
us be understood.

I think in the next passage, we see anxiety more in the person that Jesus asks to follow him. When
Jesus says follow me, the listener is anxious because his family is not taken care of fully. The man
wants to bury his dead father first. That's understandable, you want to put your loved ones to rest.
But note, at this time, funerary practices were a little different. Sometimes, your loved one's bones
were carried around with you for extended periods of time, in something called an ossuary. In really
ancient times, it could almost be like a relic. I'm not sure if this man's father was already in an
ossuary box, but that is a probability.

But Jesus says there are important things for the living to do, and proclaiming the kingdom of God is
one of them. Proclaiming the kingdom of God is even more important than our human rituals. God
has the person's soul, why does the body matter more than doing the will of God? Not that we
shouldn't have funerals. But our heart should be in it for God.

The last passage in this section is the most perplexing. Jesus almost seems cruel by not letting this
man go back to his family to say goodbye. But I think there's a form of urgency in Jesus' speaking.
He knows that his days are drawing near.

Maybe saying goodbye to those at home would last a lot longer than anticipated, and your call on
life would be delayed.

Has your call from God ever been delayed because of human means? We get the impression that
there's some form of urgency with the kingdom of God.

Just like Lot's wife turned around to look back and was turned into a pillar of salt, there is similar
wording here when someone puts their hand to the plow and looks back. My translation says that
the person is "not fit for the kingdom of God." This also seems harsh. But I think it's warning us that
if we take our faith very seriously, we should not be looking back to see if we can delay our call.

This whole passage really speaks of an urgency, not only in Jesus and his disciples, but those
around them. I think there's some wisdom on how to handle anxiety in this passage. We are to be
honest. You're not to unleash your wrath on those who might not understand you. This told us to
sort out our priorities on what is most important. Not to keep looking back and dwelling in the old
days. Now we are called to be New Creations through God, and we are called to let go of some of
those old ways.



So friends, maybe our days are drawing near. For many of us it doesn't quite mean death, but the
days of being on this Earth and this time. We don't know when Christ will return again, but we are
promised that Christ will.

It will be sooner than we think. We are to live each day earnestly, knowing that our time on this earth
is coming to a close, but that's not necessarily a bad thing. How can we be a non anxious
presence?

We're given guidance on how to live that life. May we non anxiously follow the Lord.

Offertory:  Jesus, Priceless Treasure       arr. Gilbert Martin

Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lords Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power
and the glory forever. Amen



*Closing Hymn: Lift High the Cross    No. 159
[Refrain:] Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred
name.

1. Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. The hosts of God in unity combine. [Refrain]

2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of him who died.
[Refrain]

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee.
[Refrain]

4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: Praise to the Crucified for victory! [Refrain]

Closing Prayer:
God, you call us to go where Christ leads. Turn us from the ways of the world; guide
us to fullness of joy in the Spirit, where bodies and souls rest secure; and grant us
strength to follow the way of the cross, which frees us to love one another for the
sake of all creation. Amen.

Postlude: Sent Forth by God's Blessing  Welsh Tune arr. Douglas E. Wagner
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