
Stushie Art
Date: June 19, 2022 Father’s Day

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn God is Here    No. 660
1. God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.  Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the
coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.

2. Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; here are table, font, and pulpit; here
the cross has central place.  Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, here, in
newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each.

3. Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; here as bread and wine are
taken, Christ sustains us, as of old.  Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore.

4. Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt keep us faithful to the gospel;
help us work your purpose out.  Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive; we, who
cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!

Call to Worship (Psalm 42) UMH 777

Unison Prayer Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to the
scripture messages shared with us this morning. Amen



1st Reading 1 Kings 19: 1-15a
2nd Reading Galatians 3: 23-29

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:   O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee  No. 430

1. O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; tell me thy secret; help me bear the
strain of toil, the fret of care.

2. Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love; teach me the wayward
feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.

3. Teach me thy patience; still with thee in closer, dearer company, in work that keeps faith sweet
and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong.

4. In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future's broadening way thou canst give, with thee,
O Master, let me live.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 8: 26-39

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Elijah's Good Coping Skills

Let's say you're really grumpy. You had a really bad day at school, and you don't feel like you can
explain it to your parents very well.

What is something you do?

(Draw, write, go outside, have a snack, nap, read a book?)

I think there are lots of good ways to cope with bad days.

In our first story we heard from the Bible, Elijah was having a really bad day. His government was
persecuting him and people like him. Elijah had to escape the country to keep his life.

Have you ever had to walk away from a bad situation? I did once. I knew I was so upset that I had to
go away.

Then, while Elijah was away in the wilderness, really upset, he did two coping mechanisms before
he went to go talk to God.

He slept. Taking naps can sometimes really help if we are upset- it helps reset our brain a little. And
God let him sleep.

And two: the angels fed him 2 good meals. Sometimes eating a good meal or snack when you are
physically or emotionally strained is really good.



I like mini oranges or carrots. Or rice puffs. And I love mashed potatoes with a side of spinach for a
comfort meal.

Then Elijah went to God to tell him why he was upset and hiding.

The best thing is, God told him to continue to hide for a while, because Elijah did the right thing.

God won't always prevent all the bad situations, but he will help support us as we deal with them.

Remember: a nap and a good meal or healthy snack can really help us on our journeys.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Clothed in Christ

Happy Father's day! I am delighted to see so many fathers out there.

I am so thankful for my own father's presence in my life, and I am thinking of you all who are
missing your fathers on this day.

When I was younger, I remember Mother's Day and Father's Day to be a much more exciting
endeavor than they are now.

But I will admit. My parents are a lot more excited now about gifts than they were when I was little.

Now: here is a lawn chair! Hope you like it! Then: here is another tie!

And then finding out dad doesn't wear ties to work.

I actually remember going into the closet at the end of the hall and admiring all the ties. Barely worn,
but loved all the same.

Makes me think about our strange relationship with clothing. It's something we use to express
ourselves, but it's also something we use to express status. The finer the material of the ties, the
more expensive they were, the more status you have.

I can guarantee none of the ties given were fine silk.

What do you do to decide what to wear and how to represent yourself? Some of us like to shop. And
some of us like to receive clothing from those who like to shop. I know someone who was kinda
mad when I presented him with clothing for Christmas one year, (but then he wears those tshirts
very often.)

As we said before, somehow, clothes can represent status. On principle, I rarely wear name brand
clothing, because a lot of it is ugly. (Just kidding. Ish.)

But because I don't want my clothing to make more of a statement about me than I am prepared to
make. If I wear Gucci, people are going to make some assumptions. If I wear Hollister, they're
gonna know approximately what year I graduated highschool.

I was rereading both the Galatians and the Luke passage this week, and you know what I found?
References to clothes in each one.



I think we're most familiar with the idea of being clothed in Christ. We put on the garment of Christ
after being baptized. As we have mentioned before, in baptismal traditions, the newly baptized often
wore white garments for a period of time after their baptism to symbolize their new status as clothed
in Christ. I think we need to examine what it means to be clothed with Christ. In the Galatians
reading, the clothing helps take away all the different symbolisms that divide us. The clothing is a
unifier. Similar to how some schools require uniforms, Christ becomes our uniform. Not in a bad way
though; we are allowed to have different personalities. But we're all one through Christ.

We put on the armor of God. We are clothed in peace, righteousness, truth, salvation. We have to
put ON these things, and they become part of us.

Which may seem a little counterintuitive to some: there are camps people can go to where they
don't have to wear clothing, because it's freeing NOT TO have to wear clothing.

I wouldn't know. But I think I understand what they're getting at?

However, from what little I know about clothing at the time, it was hard to make. It was often made
from woven flax. There were laws where someone could take your cloak if you can't pay them back,
but you should have your clothes back for the night because it can get brutally cold.

Clothing is super important, because it helps regulate the pressure and weather around you.

But social status is also a pressure. What kind of cloak? How many seams? Jesus had a nice garb
woven for him at one point, if you remember the soldiers cast lots for it at his crucifixion instead of
tearing it. What color were your clothes? Joseph had the rainbow cloak that got his brothers jealous.

So when this man out in the tombstones, possessed and wild wasn't wearing any clothes, that
paints us a picture of his social status and his health. I get the impression this was a somewhat
common problem. Maybe not the possession by multiple demons, but this nakedness. When us
preachers get preaching, we talk about healing the sick, feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked.
This must be in the bible many places.

Or that really famous speech in Romans 8: what can keep us from the love of Christ? Nakedness,
or peril, or sword?

We know there is still a need to help clothe people in our society, and that's something our mission
team toyed with. But we also know there are many good ways to go about that, and many helpers.

So this story of the possessed man has a lot of symbolism in it. And really, there are probably many
years worth of sermons in there.

But we'll stick with this clothing theme. Once Jesus cast out the demons and they caused trouble for
the townspeople, we notice something different about the exorcized man.

Well, a couple of things.

He is seated at Jesus's feet, and he is clothed. This represents a new form of status, and some kind
of freedom. He is clothed again. He is no longer the town scapegoat. He is returned to his right
mind.



Being clothed in Christ has a number of meanings, as we discover here. Being restored in mind and
body was a key part of his interaction with Christ. And the exciting bit about that, is he is asked to be
an advocate for Christ to the villages. Anyone can be clothed by Christ. And once you are, you are
worthy of sharing the good news. Christ strips away the layers of bias and pain, and restores us to
our glory through giving peace, truth, a sense of justice, salvation.

Our clothing may not look flashy and unique, but it covers us.

Being clothed in Christ restores us back to better relationships, because we're better together. It
doesn't mean life will be easy: new outfits can't make the person. But it means we will be dressed
for the occasion.

How are you clothed in Christ? Where might you need to be restored?

Where might we be able to help create the environment for others to be clothed?

Praise God for our new garments, and may we be reminded of our new status as clothed in Christ.

Offertory:

Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lords Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:   Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart    No. 500
1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth; through all its pulses move; stoop to
my weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love thee as I ought to love.

2. I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, no angel visitant, no
opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away.

3. Hast thou not bid me love thee, God and King? All, all thine own, soul, heart and strength and
mind. I see thy cross; there teach my heart to cling.  O let me seek thee, and O let me find!

4. Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; teach me the struggles of the soul to bear.l  To check
the rising doubt, the rebel sigh, teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.

5. Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame; the kindling of
the heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar, and thy love the flame.

Closing Prayer
Most holy and eternal God,
you dwell in the heights of heaven,
yet you walk among those who refuse to see you.
Hold out your hand to those who rebel against you,
and free us from the chains that bind us,
that we may be healed by Christ
and proclaim his saving deeds to all the world. Amen.

Postlude:
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