
Date: June 12, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy!    No. 64
1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. Holy, holy,
holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy
sea; cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not
see, only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, perfect in power, in love and purity.

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
Holyh, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

Call to Worship
Psalm 8  UMH 743
Unison Prayer
Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to the scripture
message shared with us this morning. Amen

1st  Reading: Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22- 31
2nd  Reading: Romans 5: 1-5

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!



*Hymn:   Come Thou Almighty King    No. 61
1. Come Thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing, help us to praise!  Father all glorious, o'er all
victorious, come and reign over us, Ancient of Days!

2. Come, thou incarnate Word, gird on thy mighty sword, our prayer attend! Come, and thy people
bless, and give thy word success; Spirit of holiness, on us descend!

3. Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour.  Thou who almighty art, now rule
in every heart, and ne'er from us depart, Spirit of power!

4. To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be, hence, evermore.Thy sovereign majesty may we
in glory see, and to eternity love and adore!

Gospel Reading:  John 16:12- 15
Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Pandora’s Box

Have you read or heard the story of Pandora's box?

It's an ancient Greek tale, let me tell it to you.

Pandora was, according to the myth, the first woman on Earth. She was created by Gods; each one
of them gave her a gift, thus, her name in Greek means “the one who bears all gifts”.

Pandora was created as a punishment to mankind; Zeus wanted to punish people because
Prometheus stole the fire to give it to them. Her gifts were beautifully evil, according to Hesiod.
Hephaestus created her from clay, shaping her perfectly, Aphrodite gave her femininity and Athena
taught her crafts. Hermes was ordered by Zeus to teach her to be deceitful, stubborn and curious

"Pandora was given a box or a jar, called “pithos” in Greek. Gods told her that the box contained
special gifts from them but she was not allowed to open the box ever. Then Hermes took her to
Epimetheus, brother of Prometheus, to be his wife. Prometheus had advised Epimetheus not to
accept anything from the Gods, but he saw Pandora and was astonished by her beauty, thus he
accepted her right away.

Pandora was trying to tame her curiosity, but at the end she could not hold herself anymore; she
opened the box and all the illnesses and hardships that gods had hidden in the box started coming
out. Pandora was scared, because she saw all the evil spirits coming out and tried to close the box
as fast as possible, closing Hope inside."

As Christians, we don't believe those gods are real, we only believe in the one God, Jesus's father.

But this story tells us something true: for many years people have been battling with illnesses and
hardships. We as Christians often say they came from Adam and Eve, not Pandora and
Epimetheus.



But there is a key difference in this story between Greeks and Christians: we have hope. In
Pandora's story, hope never left the box, hope stayed trapped. I wonder if hope escaped, what it
would look like? In our belief, 'character produces hope', and hope will not disappoint us.

Hope is not an evil, but a sign that God loves us.

May we be people with hope, and know that hope is in the midst of the evils swirling in the world.

Choral Anthem

SERMON: Lady Wisdom

"when he marked out the foundations of the earth.  Then I was constantly at his side."

You've heard of a figure who hangs around certain people and seems to have a preference for
winning.

That's lady luck, as they say. But what about this lady who hangs out with God and likes humanity?

I want to preface this sermon: some of the material on the character of 'Lady Wisdom', who we
heard speaking in Proverbs, also comes from the apocryphal "book of Wisdom". Apocrypha means
it is not usually included in protestant bibles, and is not considered part of the accepted set of
biblical books named at church councils.

However, we are in an interesting position as protestants: we have the Hebrew Bible, as well as the
New Testament to draw from. We don't solely use the gospels to preach from (or we shouldn't!), nor
do we solely use the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament.)

We draw on a lot of sources to be able to make conclusions about how God works. Often, our
sources are influenced by the life of Christ, but not in the bible verbatim. We believe in the trinity, but
the word is never used in the bible in the way we mean.

Sometimes it seems like God works differently in different books of the Bible. For instance, compare
the book of Job with the book of Matthew: it might seem like different Gods. There are a number of
theories about why that is, but many of them were deemed heresies early on.

In the Hebrew Bible, God is said to be the God above "all gods". This is implying there are other
gods. This is strange, because we don't think of the world as having other gods!

Sure, many of us grew up reading Greek mythology, and being very interested in the different gods
and goddesses that ruled over Earth. But we never believed they existed. Right?

Part of the reason we hear about gods in our Hebrew Bible is simply because of the cultures of that
time. That was the language used to express natural phenomena. That was cultural understanding,
many gods to distribute many tasks. That was how the world was believed to be.

I read a book called"American Gods" a number of years ago. The book was fiction, with lots of
different mythological gods all living together in America. The bodies of the gods began to
deteriorate in human form, because of the lack of believers to nourish them. But the modern gods



that were doing well were forms of technology, weaponry, and simplified versions of holidays, such
as Easter and Christmas.

I think that makes a very interesting point about what Americans tend to worship.

However, in Proverbs we meet a character that isn't a god, that isn't deemed worthy of worship, but
is friends with God.

Lady Wisdom.

We heard from Proverbs that puzzling passage "the Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago. I was set up, at first, before the beginning of the earth, when there
were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water." Before
WATER there was Wisdom. She is described as a 'she'; as a being. Not necessarily a god, but
established long before we were.

And lady wisdom speaks to all people, or so the book of Proverbs says. What does she say in the
passage? She tells her story. But, she also speaks of ways that following her can create peace and
prosperity.

Wealth and sound government come from her, that's why she calls from the city gates, where
historically the city judges would sit.

But she is mysterious. A paradox, even. She was with God all the way back in the beginning, but
her home is here. Wisdom's home is with people. She is the mediator between God and the world,
helping people find meaning in this world.

We can think of wisdom as a sent gift from God. A friend sent to help.

So where is wisdom found?

Through just laws, often.

But here's where we get into the Apocrypha.

Wisdom 'instructs' people, if we search for her, and are steadfast to her. The language used here is
"faithful like we would be to a spouse."

But she is the one to give wealth and skill. And according to the book of Wisdom, she TEACHES
virtues. The virtues that we see in Greek philosophy!

So. That's different than what we’re used to. A biblical character teaching ancient philosophy?

But I think there is an important point there: wisdom comes to all people, regardless of their distinct
religion and philosophies.

Wisdom can be found in a lot of places, in a lot of different people. Most often we find it in stories,
passed from culture to culture, generation to generation.

There is a reason we tell fairy tales.



Wisdom isn't to be worshiped: She helps us find the right values, and help us work out our salvation.
Wisdom is intimately tied with how we do life, and how we think.

Even if it's not in our canonical text, we have to look for wisdom where we can find her. Even if it
doesn't have the cultural "Christian approved" stamp on it, wisdom comes to humanity.

She's been around since before the waters.

We are capable of using her mediation between God and humanity to live well, and to allow human
life to thrive.

Where are you seeing the working of lady wisdom? Where are you seeing just laws? Wise
politicians? Good leaders? Listening ears?

May our works be thoughtful, faithful, and wise. We must continue to seek wisdom in our
government, in our laws, and in our life philosophies, because we know she is calling out to be
heard. This friend wants to help.  She is there, "rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in the
inhabited world, and delighting in the human race."

Watch for her.

Offertory

Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



Lords Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:  Holy Spirit, Truth Divine     No. 465
1. Holy Spirit, Truth divine, dawn upon this soul of mine; Word of God and inward light, wake my
spirit, clear my sight.

2. Holy Spirit, Love divine, glow within this heart of mine; kindle every high desire; perish self in thy
pure fire.

3. Holy Spirit, Power divine, fill and nerve this will of mine; grant that I may strongly live, bravely
bear, and nobly strive.

4. Holy Spirit, Right divine, King within my conscience reign; be my Lord, and I shall be firmly bound,
forever free.

Closing Prayer God, invite us into your joyful being, that we may manifest your unity in the
diverse ministries you entrust to us, truly reflecting your triune majesty in the faith that acts,
in the hope that does not disappoint, and in the love that endures. Amen.

Postlude:

Announcements
● Tuesday, June 14, 3:30pm - Church Council - Downstairs
● Potsdam’s third annual Juneteenth Celebration, Saturday June 18th, 4 to 9pm - Ives Park
● Bishop Webb will host a live webinar on June 21 at 6:30 p.m. The link is in the weekly news.
● Choir Rehearsal: Sunday mornings at 10am
● CheeryOs, our prayer and card ministry, meets the 2nd Saturday of the month
● Annual Rummage Sale July 16th: Last day to drop off donations is July 10th, see Effa or Sharon for

more information.
● Missions: Helping Hands still needs: ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise and canned soup..
● Scripture readers needed: Please see Pastor Taylor if you are interested.
● Counters needed: Please see Carol, or sign up on the piano.

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

June 12:  Trish Lewis & Greg Murray
June 19:  Trish Lewis & Nancy Matthews

Pastor: Hattie Taylor ⧫ Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
Guest Pianist: Carol Strome

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am

Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10:30am-2:30pm.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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