
Date: June 5, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude:

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly prepare
ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn   O Spirit of the Living God    No. 539
1. O Spirit of the living God, thou light and fire divine, descend upon thy church once more, and make it truly
thine.  Fill it with love and joy and power, with righteousness and peace; till Christ shall dwell in human
hearts, and sin and sorrow cease.

2. Blow, wind of God! With wisdom blow until our minds are free from mists of error, clouds of doubt, which
blind our eyes to thee.  Burn, winged fire! Inspire our lips with flaming love and zeal, to preach to all thy great
good news, God's glorious common weal.

3. Teach us to utter living words of truth which all may hear, the language all may understand when love
speaks loud and clear; till every age and race and clime shall blend their creeds in one, and earth shall form
one family by whom thy will is done.

4. So shall we know the power of Christ who came this world to save; so shall we rise with him to life which
soars beyond the grave; and earth shall win thru holiness, which makes thy children whole; till, perfected by
thee, we reach creation's glorious goal!



Call to Worship (Psalm104) UMH 826

Unison Prayer
Holy God, you spoke the world into being.  Pour your Spirit to the ends of the earth, that your
children may return from exile as citizens of your commonwealth, and our divisions may be healed
by your word of love and righteousness. Amen.

1st Reading Acts 2:1- 21
2nd Reading Romans 8: 14-17

Response: The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: I Come With Joy    No. 617
1. I Come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down
for me, his life laid down for me.

2. I come with Christiands far and near to fine, as all are fed, the new community of love in Christ's
communion bread, in Christ's communion bread.

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. The love that made us makes us
one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

4. And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, is in such friendship better known; we
see and praise him here, we see and praise him here.

5. Together met, together bound, we'll go our different ways, and as his people in the world, we'll live and
speak his praise, we'll live and speak his praise.

Gospel Reading:  John 14: 8-17

Response: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Glory to you, Lord

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Pilgrimage”

Are you familiar with the word pilgrim? Sometimes around Thanksgiving time we hear about pilgrims. The
word pilgrim is pretty old. It means a person who travels to a sacred place for a religious reason. Usually the
person is foreign, or traveling from a long way away.

And a sacred place, which means a holy place, is where people have clearly seen God working in the past.

I'm sure there are a lot of sacred places, but for Christians, we tend to think of Jerusalem or Bethlehem as
sacred places. The birthplace and deathplace of Jesus!

Sometimes big churches (which we call the 'cathedrals') are considered a sacred place, so a place where
Christians make a pilgrimage to. They believe God's presence there is special, even if God was with them
on the journey.

So why would people travel to find God when God is with you all the time?

Sometimes traveling is a blessing from God. Being in a new location is a way to see God better.

Why do so many of us travel to church, and not just stay home? We go to church to honor God. So a
Sunday morning trip into church is a good way to meet people. It's also a good way to travel for a religious
reason.



We may not be pilgrims here (those traveling a long way to a sacred place), but we are traveling a shorter
way to a place where we come to meet God.

The followers of Christ in our Acts reading today were making a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. And luckily, God
spoke to them in a new way at that place. Their fresh word from God made so many more people aware of
God's love.

So when we come to church, may we be open to God speaking to us in a new way, so we can share with
others that love.

Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: "Pentecost Lessons"

“What are your plans for Pentecost?”
As a pastor of two years, this question is tough for me.
My plans for Pentecost? Well, I don’t know! Wear red, if I don’t forget…
We traditionally wear red, because it reminds us of the FIRE of the Spirit.
Pentecost is a unique day, because it originally was not a Christian holy-day. It is Jewish, “Shavuot”, and
celebrates the first fruits of the grain harvest. It also celebrates the belief of the day the Torah was given to
Moses on Mount Sinai.

So pentecost is an established tradition already in the Jewish faith, but we Christians have an interesting
history with it! 50 days after Easter, the spirit comes down to the apostles in the form of tongues of fire, and
bridges communication barriers in a group of pilgrims.

That’s the start of traveling evangelism, in a way. The Spirit empowered them to speak God in many
languages to many people. Or, the Spirit enabled those around them to hear God in a new way.

So now I have to wonder: what were the apostles’ plans for pentecost?

Probably celebrate this festival of wheat! Also, watching for what new thing Christ would be doing through
them. I don’t think they could anticipate the events at pentecost. It is by nature pretty perplexing! It is
practical, and also a good witness. Just like other miracles!

God certainly had plans for them.

I think it’s easier to read this passage, and to get hung up on some of the details: the disciples spoke in
tongues. They spoke different languages, and people recognised their ability!

As a mainline protestant, I am painfully boring when it comes to spiritual gifts. We are not as familiar with
them, as some denominations are. Only one class in my years of education dealt with spiritual gifts for a
week or so. We’re not very “penteostal” in our United Methodist services. Not that I’m complaining, but I am
making an observation.

What does being “pentecostal” mean to you? I immediately think of the videos of the conventions with guest
speakers or pastors that “slay people in the spirit”. I believe it is now called “resting in the spirit.” And I don’t
know what to make of it. Some people are very comfortable with these kinds of spiritual practices, while
others are not. I have mostly heard stories that come from places of damage, unfortunately. And I just want
to affirm: if you were not healed at a spiritual convention, or not slain in the spirit, it doesn’t mean you are
lacking faith. There are many different expressions of faith that can be done authentically.



I have also heard a couple of stories from trustworthy people who see the Spirit moving in strange ways.
And have felt that working in their lives. When praying over someone, they feel goosebumps; words they
didn’t think about come out of their mouths. At an event, spontaneous prayer breaks out, moves into singing,
resting in the spirit, and deep emotions not usually felt in these public spaces.

What does it mean to be pentecostal? In a denominational sense, the pentecostal church is a number of
Christian movements that emphasizes baptism in the Holy Spirit. This includes speaking in tongues,
prophecy, healing, exorcism. The church emphasizes that faith is “powerfully experiential”. Faith is not just a
way of thinking, it affects our bodies and how we live in the world.

All of those things listed above are in the Bible. But, we don’t see them in every church, because how we
interpret scripture is very different. It depends on the tradition and the person.

So I want to be careful when I ask how we are ‘Pentecostal’ people. We don’t have to understand why
people speak in tongues, and we don’t have to participate. I tend to think of it as fairly practical; the disciples
were speaking in languages that others understood! It was a language miracle! In more modern times, there
should be someone who “translates” what is said in tongues. It’s not just for show, this should be a moving
of the spirit. Sometimes, in our human eagerness, we force people to do things that are not authentic.

We have to be mindful of how we let the spirit work through us. We believe through baptism, the spirit enters
our life. But it comes into our lives at strange times. In modern, authentic ways, it might be a weird feeling
you get about a situation, or a person. It might be dreams you have before something happens. It might be a
deep prayer over someone’s life, which then is answered! Sometimes, it might be miraculous healing. It
might be letting God speak through your prayers, it might actually be letting yourself be a conduit of the spirit
in unexpected ways. I personally won’t be putting my hand on anyone’s head and yelling “be healed”, but I
am most certainly not called to that. I know very few people who are. In my understanding, the people with
healing gifts are usually quiet about it.

Of course, we read that people in Acts were skeptical. “These men must be drunk!”  And I think it is
responsible to be skeptical. False claims of spiritual power are damaging.

But, to be more like our Christian forefathers and mothers, sometimes we need to be open to being seen as
“different.” Or mistaken as “drunk.”

And Peter bravely backed up what was happening, because he knew this was of God.

Pentecost means being able to be moved in new ways by the spirit, and being able to express where this is
coming from!

To not only pray for someone, but to explain why you want to pray for them. To not only ask the spirit to enter
someone’s life in a special way, but to explain how that is beneficial!

To be pentecostal people, we need to be open to the diverse workings of the Holy Spirit, we need to be
bravely authentic, and be able to explain why we do what we do.

Tradition is helpful, but sometimes the spirit works in fresh ways. You're not just going to celebrate the grain
festival...

The apostles didn't plan Pentecost. But God worked in a fresh way through them.

May we be able to capture some of that Pentecostal spirit.



Offertory:

Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 8

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers* Hear us,
Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will exalt you,
O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence for
personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lords Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Christ is the World's Light    No. 188
1. Christ is the world's light, Christ and none other; born in our darkness, he became our brother.  If we have
seen him, we have seen the Father: Glory to God on high!

2. Christ is the world's peace, Christ and none other; no one can serve him and despise another.  Who else
unites us, one in God the Father? Glory to God on high!

3. Christ is the world's life, Christ and none other; sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother; he, who
redeems us, reigns with God the Father: Glory to God on high!

4. Give God the glory, God and none other; give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; give God the glory,
God with us, my brother: Glory to God on high!

Closing Prayer
Living God, you have created all that is. Send forth your Spirit to renew and restore us, that we may
proclaim your good news in ways and words that all will understand and believe. Amen.

Postlude:



Announcements
● Bishop Webb will host a live webinar on June 21 at 6:30 p.m. The link is in the weekly news.
● Choir Rehearsal: Sunday mornings at 10am
● CheeryOs, our prayer and card ministry, meets the 2nd Saturday of the month
● Annual Rummage: Sale July 16th, donations are now being accepted, see Effa or Sharon
● Missions: Helping Hands is in need of certain items, see the weekly news for details.
● Scripture readers needed: Please see Pastor Taylor if you are interested.
● Counters needed: Please see Carol, or sign up on the piano.

Birthdays
June 11 Sharon Hutchinson

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

June 5:   Carol Willmert & Carrie Livernois
June 12:  Trish Lewis & Greg Murray

Readers:   Sharon Hutchinson
Counters: TBA

Pastor: Hattie Taylor ⧫ Choir Director: Warren Potter ⧫ Organist: Debbie Nikkari
Guest Pianist: Carol Strome

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am

Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10:30am-2:30pm.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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