
Date: May 22, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need     arr. S. William Flynn

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word   No. 596
1. Blessed Jesus, at thy word we are gathered all to hear thee; let our hearts and souls be stirred
now to seek and love and fear thee, by thy teachings sweet and holy, drawn from earth to love thee
solely.

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded, till thy spirit breaks our
night with the beams of truth unclouded.  Thou alone to God canst win us; thou must work all good
within us.

3. Glorious Lord, thyself impart! Light of light, from God proceeding, open thou our ears and heart;
help us by thy spirit's pleading; hear the cry thy people raises; hear, and bless our prayers and
praises.

Call to Worship (Psalm 67)   UMH 791

Unison Prayer
Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives to the scripture
message shared with us this morning. Amen



1st Reading Acts 16: 9-15

2nd Reading Revelation 21: 10, 21: 22– 22:5

*Hymn: Where the Spirit of the Lord Is    FWS  No. 2119
1. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is peace; where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is love. There
is comfort in life's darkest hour, there is light and life, there is help and power in the Spirit, in the
Spirit of the Lord.

Gospel Reading:  John 14: 23-29

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Heritage Sunday video, Life of John Wesley in 5 minutes

Choral Anthem

SERMON: "Safe Travels!"

As someone is getting ready to leave on a trip, what is the fastest way to tell them that you care for
them?

"Safe travels!"

That little message can mean so much to the person speaking it, and is a secret code that says "I
love you" to the family member who hears it.

I think there are various ways to say this in a few different languages. "Bon voyage" comes to mind
first.

But that is only the first step in a person's journey. Traveling.

For a culture that does a lot of traveling, we have found ways to make it pretty safe.

I travel over 60 miles every Sunday. That's part of my job. There have been only a couple of
situations where I had to turn around, or I almost toasted a deer.

One lady I know travels almost an hour to get to her five-day-a-week job. And she has a couple
more years until retirement. Some of us take plane rides to get to faraway states, such as Montana,
or California, or Arizona. That sort of travel has become so much a part of our culture, that it's not a
shock to take planes anymore. On planes, we rarely think too deeply about where we are in time
and space, and how far above the Earth we are.

When I hear about people who say they refuse to take plane rides, in some ways, I don't think it's
unreasonable. Human bodies were not made to cope naturally with that kind of travel.

But all travel can be dangerous, that is why we say "safe travels". We're always improving safety
features in cars,  and encouraging safe traveling habits.

"Click it or ticket"

https://youtu.be/gH6Hqu12sDk


"Text stop ahead"

As much as our culture travels so freely between States, and recognizes this kind if travel is only
about 100 years old, this is not unfamiliar to human history.

It was just a bit slower.

We in the North Country have visual reminders of a time not so long ago when people used horses
as the primary means of travel. Our Amish and Mennonite brothers and sisters seem to do travel at
a slower pace.

If we go way back, Paul's method of travel was by foot, or by boat. Sometimes by carriage. In our
Act's passage, seemingly on a whim (after a vision), Paul is told to "cross over to Macedonia." You
can trace his route, which is on the front of your bulletins. Interestingly, he helps by giving the reader
a time frame as well. "The following day", "we stayed in that City for some days."

But the time frame is seemingly not very important to Paul. He has his whole life ahead of him here.
No needing to get back for a Dr. Appt.

I think that's the strange thing with people who live their lives for God, time seems not to be as
important. Or maybe, time is important, but their fears are not as present.

All the fears of "what if I don't speak the language that well", or "what if I am persecuted for this?"
fade to background noise.

In a more recent example, John Wesley in his time and place, saw a lot of missionaries and
religiously persecuted who traveled by boat. And these were dangerous trips, across the Atlantic.

There are certain histories of people who have lost their entire family due to a boat that sank on the
way to America. John, when coming over to America, was fearful for his life in a dangerous storm.
But he learned a different kind of faith from the Moravians, who sang songs to God during this
hazardous ride. Sure enough, they made it safely. John was able to write how he was inspired by
their lack of fear, and their abundance of faith.

For Paul, in later verses of Acts, his friends are worried about him and tell him not to go certain
places. They have to convince him to be safer than he wanted to be.

That is so foreign to many of us. If you're like me, you might ask your significant other, "You mean,
you don't want to stay in and make crafts? You WANT to go out?"

God seems to have a way of working with us no matter where we are, and no matter our anxiety
level. We're called to be a missional people. A brief personal story. When I was overseas a few
years ago, I was on a bus going to Deitrich Bonhoeffer's house, which is now a museum of sorts. I
didn't (and still don't) speak German well, so I was pretty anxious. My German friend with me
seemed to forget that I don't speak the language, so I had a couple awkward encounters. Somehow,
I got into a conversation with the lady next to me. She was an American. She was also part of a
missionary team. And she helped recruit for seminaries. At that time, I was still considering
seminary.



I remember feeling like the world shrunk at that moment. And that God must be so big to be able to
allow for moments like that. I still have her business card.

With God, those moments become more common. Jesus's last task of his disciples was to go out to
all the world.

Ultimately, Paul did die at the hands of those who were upset by his teachings. So it's hard to say if
Paul's ministry turned out like he planned. The main message was that in God, he had so many
safe travels and so little fear. (The book of Acts has a lot of miraculous escape stories, I encourage
you to read through the book and enjoy the strange ride.)

John Wesley ultimately had to leave America for personal reasons. If you don't know the story, we
should have a movie night sometime and watch an interpretation of it. It's exciting.

But his missional work did not end in being cast out of America. It grew in England, and the
message traveled back to America to grow more successfully under other names.

God is in all the places we are, and is already present in all the places we travel to. As those called
to be missional, traveling people for God, we're responsible for respectfully reaching out to the world
in love. Sometimes the best thing we can do is travel and listen. How do you reach out to the world?
Where do you travel? It doesn't have to be overseas to be a mission trip. But it could be.

As Jesus reached out to us with the message of "don't fear", may we reach out to one another in the
same way.

And safe travels.

Offertory:   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers    arr. Michael Burkhardt

*Doxology   No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;



People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lords Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and
the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:   Spirit Song   No. 347
1. O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love.  Let him fill your heart and satisfy your
soul.  O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life
and make you whole.

Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.

2. O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy. Lift your hands in
sweet surrender to his name.  O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain,
and you'll enter into life in Jesus' name.

Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.

Closing Prayer
Gracious God, through a vision you sent forth Paul to preach the gospel
and called the women to the place of prayer on the Sabbath.
Grant that we may be driven like Paul and be found like Lydia,
our hearts responsive to your word and open to go where you lead us. Amen.

Postlude:   Jubilation          Jason D. Payne
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