
Date: May 8, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: All Things Bright and Beautiful   English tune 17th cent.,  arr. Dale Wood

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us    No. 381
1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care; in thy pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use thy folds prepare.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast bought us, thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

2. We are thine, thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way; keep thy flock, from sin defend
us, seek us when we go astray.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.

3. Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; thou hast mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse and power to free.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee.

4. Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will; blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our
bosoms fill.  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast loved us, love us still. l Blessed Jesus,
blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still.

Call to Worship
Psalm 23 UMH 754



Unison Prayer
God of comfort and compassion,
through Jesus, your Son, you lead us
to the water of life and table of your bounty.
May we who have received
the tender love of our Good Shepherd
be strengthened by your grace
to care for your flock. Amen.

1st Reading Acts 9:36-43

2nd Reading Revelation 7:9-17

*Hymn: The Summons    FWS,  No. 2130
1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don't know and never
be the same? Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, will you let my life be
grown in you and you in me?

2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and never
be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare___should your life attract or scare? Will you let me
answer prayer in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the prisoners free and never be
the same? Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, and admit to what I mean in
you and you in me?

4. Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the fear inside and never be
the same? Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, through my sight and
touch and sound in you and you in me?

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.  Let me turn and follow you and
never be the same.  In your company I'll go_____ where your love and footsteps show. Thus I'll
move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Gospel Reading:  John 10:22-30

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: A Good Teacher

Do you have a favorite teacher at school?

I had a couple favorites growing up. It’s hard to pick favorites.

Think of one teacher you really like, and tell me: do they ask a lot of questions?

How do those questions get answered?

Do they answer all the questions for you before you can raise your hand?



They ask us to answer questions since they are teaching us.

I think that’s a good teacher. Have students answer questions. My favorite math teachers did the
math problem with me to come to the answer, rather than just telling me the answer.

Jesus taught like this, but it seems his students would get mad: Jesus, why can’t YOU tell us the
answer?

Jesus tells them he has given them evidence that he is their savior, the son of God, but they have to
have faith in his works and actions. And his teachings.

Faith is funny like that. We have an answer because Jesus showed us the truth, and it’s found in our
bibles. But, we also haven’t met Jesus to be able to ask him questions.

I encourage you to ask questions to God, like you would a teacher. Sometimes how God answers is
like a good teacher: we have to do our own work to figure it out.

May we live lives of strong faith.

Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: A brief overview of baptism

I want to talk about baptism today.

The theological way to talk about it is the initiation into Christ's holy church, being brought into
“God's mighty acts of salvation, and given new birth through water and the Spirit."

And it is that, but it is a little different in infant baptism. However, this is a beginning of being born
into a new life, adult or infant.

How many of us have seen baptisms? Infant? Adult?

It isn’t unfamiliar to Chrisitans. But how would you describe it to a friend? Would you call it a rebirth?
Maybe not. It’s hard to point to exactly what baptism does.

So, let’s start with what we know. We think of a color. White.

Or if you think of a symbol, you might think of a dove. Very appropriate, since that’s the symbol for
the Holy Spirit.

Most likely, you think of water, because that’s what will be used in this practice. Whether you were
dipped, dunked, sprinkled, or poured, water is always used.

Water has strong biblical connotations all throughout our holy book.

If you go to the very beginning of our book, the days of creation, we’re introduced to Light.

Then, the second day, sky separated the seas. This was an old creation myth, that water was above
the dome of the sky. But, I want us to notice: Water was there. Before light, darkness was over the
deep.



But God has control over the waters. And later allowed fish to live in it.

Many early creation narratives have to do with water and the taming of it.

In the Near East, water is scarce sometimes. Or destructive at other times. Noah built an ark to
avoid the deadly flood. Moses parted the Reed Sea (the proper name for the Red Sea) for the
people to escape. Moses made water come out of a rock, Elijah started his career as a prophet in a
drought by a stream in a foreign land.

How many times is Jesus mentioned around the sea of Galilee?

Water is important!

For us, it’s a big problem if water is undrinkable. So many fundraisers go to creating places with
clean water. Water is a resource. Drink, roadway for boats, cleanser for our bodies... It can be wild,
dangerous, unpredictable, beautiful. It's necessary for life. It is no mistake that water is our symbol
for purification in the sacrament of baptism.

Now: sacrament. That’s an important word. What does that mean?

It’s a “ritual departing divine grace.”

In protestant churches, we have two sacraments: baptism and communion.

But this baptismal water here is special: It departs divine grace, through the power of the spirit.  Not
all water is like this.

This washing practice is old. Baptism didn’t just start with Christ: it’s referenced in the book of
Leviticus. The branch of priests called the Levites wore special garbs and were purified in water
symbolically before priestly duties. Later, catechumens (a fancy word for those learning about the
church before their baptism) wore robes after their baptism.

In general, our church no longer requires special things like these robes for baptism. There are
exceptions in different traditions! I believe the Roman Catholic church still uses special garments in
some circumstances. This is an ancient tradition. A Jewish tradition.

We know Jesus was baptized by John the baptist.

Some big questions: Is baptism necessary for salvation? It depends on who you ask. I think it is a
good practice, supported by our Lord and Savior. It’s supported by early Christians, and is almost
the only thing that we unite on as different denominations.

Does baptism guarantee salvation? No. Faith is what grants us salvation. To know and to learn and
to trust God. That’s a lifelong process.

"Baptism starts that process of breaking us away from sin's power," Taylor Burton-Edwards clarifies,
"but it is sanctifying grace throughout our lives that actually accomplishes it."

Baptism is a human practice to symbolize purification from sin, and the anticipated coming of the
Holy Spirit. But there is something special about this water.

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage


Baptism is best described as an outward sign of an inward change.

And we are in need of that change. Due to the sin of Adam and Eve, we have fallen away from God.
When we get baptized, we recognize the need for God’s presence in our life in a special way.

Perhaps, if you are the age of our little one here, you might not remember your baptism. You might
even cry a little; the water might be cold.

But know this: we here testify to this baptism. We as the congregation recognize this daughter into
this kingdom that we call home. We as a congregation promise to ask and care about Lyndy's life.

And, when she’s old enough, we would like to continue this process with confirmation.

For her to confirm the presence of God in her life, and know that there is a community that will be
there for life. Ideally, she’ll still be here with us. But maybe life will take the family in many different
places: the spirit still works in all those places. God transcends boundaries in denomination,
different states, and our doubts.

So as we welcome the Spirit here, and profess an outward sign of an inward change, know that this
is a gift back to God. A symbol of us trying to repair the relationship between us and our creator. It’s
a lifelong process. But baptism is a good start.

So the liturgy is between the parents and Godparents, (the representatives of the one being
baptized to speak on their behalf until they can speak for themselves) and the pastor, and the
congregation. We’re all a part of this.

God works through relationships, that’s why as Methodists we usually baptize on a Sunday, instead
of privately! We all are witnesses to this means of grace.

So as you see this baptism, remember your own baptism. Remember the grace that God is freely
given to us. Our lives are forever changed because of this. Inwardly transformed.

Service of Holy Baptism: UMH 39

Offering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.



Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Lords Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:   For the Beauty of the Earth   No. 92
1. For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, for the love which from our birth over and
around us lies; Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

2. For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and
moon, and stars of light;  Refrain

3. For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind's delight, for the mystic harmony linking sense
to sound and sight;  Refrain

4. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, friends on earth and friends above, for all
gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5. For thy church, that evermore lifteth holy hands above, offering upon every shore her pure
sacrifice of love; Refrain

6. For thyself, best Gift Divine, to the world so freely given, for that great, great love of thine, peace
on earth, and joy in heaven:  Refrain

Closing Prayer Living God, long ago, faithful women
proclaimed the good news of Jesus' resurrection,
and the world was changed forever.
Teach us to keep faith with them, that our witness may be as bold,
our love as deep, and our faith as true. Amen.

Postlude: Celebration for Trumpet      Robert W. Thygersen
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