
Date: May 1, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Intrada                  John Marsh

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn   Alleluia, Alleluia     No. 162
Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  He is the King of creation. [Refrain]

2. Spread the good news o'er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. [Refrain]

3. We have been crucified with Christ.  Now we shall live forever. [Refrain]

4. Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. [Refrain]

Call to Worship (Psalm 30)
Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people;
praise his holy name.
For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may stay for the night,
but rejoicing comes in the morning.

Unison Prayer
Lord, by the Power of your Holy Spirit, Open our hearts, minds, and lives to the scripture
shared with us this morning. Amen

1st Reading: Acts 9: 1-20

2nd Reading: Revelation 5: 11-14



*Hymn:   Here, O My Lord, I See Thee     No. 623
1. Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; here would I touch and handle things unseen; here
grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, and all my weariness upon thee lean.

2. This is the hour of banquet and of song; this is the heavenly table spread for me; here let me
feast, and feasting, still prolong the hallowed hour of fellowship with thee.

3. Here would I feed upon the bread of God, here drink with thee the royal wine of heaven; here
would I lay aside each earthly load, here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

4. Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear; the feast, though not the love, is past and gone.  The
bread and wine remove; but thou art here, nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

5. Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; yet, passing, points to the glad feast above, giving
sweet foretaste of the festal joy, the Lamb's great bridal feast of bliss and love.

Gospel Reading:  John 21: 1-19

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Lost in translation

Have you ever played a game called “telephone”?

It's where a line of people stand next to each other, and someone on one end says a sentence to
the person next to them. No repeating the sentence. Then, that person says it to the next person,
and each person says the phrase they think they heard until the sentence reaches the end of the
line. The last person in the line has to say the sentence out loud, no matter how silly it is.

The fun thing about this game is: the sentence rarely ends up being what it started with!

The person starting the sentence might start by saying “I saw a sailboat” and the last person might
end up hearing “Cyclops, the male goat”.

This game is a good way to show how language and meaning can get mixed up when it gets
passed from person to person. It teaches us to be careful what we say to other people, because we
might have it wrong!

In the reading from the book of Acts, Saul got the message from God mixed up. Like a game of
telephone, the message from God went through person to person until it got to him, and he thought
God would want him to stop the sharing of the Good news of Jesus.

But, Jesus spoke to Saul and corrected him.

God can correct our mistakes. And then, the best part, is God used Saul to share the faith with
many, many people. Even though he had the message so wrong at first, he was still able to be used
by God.

So that means a lot to us. Even if we get the message wrong and say the wrong thing, God and
other people can correct us. If we can accept that correction, we can be helpers of God.

Choral Anthem



MESSAGE: "Ananias inspiration"

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what to
do.”

Acts chapter 9 is probably one of the most iconic passages in our new testament. Who is a follower
of Christ that is more well known than Paul? Perhaps some of the disciples who traveled with Christ
directly; but could you name all 12 without a cheat sheet? If you can, I'll buy you a coffee.

Paul is a fascinating character. This is one of the only human beings who didn’t necessarily meet
Christ in Jesus's earthly life, but met him as a person after his death and resurrection.

And are you not amazed by Jesus’s reaction to Saul, soon to be Paul.

Let me describe to you what goes through my mind.

*flash of light*

*Saul, why are you persecuting me? This is Jesus. You’re persecuting me. Now stop. Get up and do
what I ask.”

That always causes me to stop and think! How reasonable! It would be almost funny, if it wasn’t so
serious.

And even more simplified: “Hey, I see you. It’s me. Stop attacking me. Now, do as I ask you to.”

As I am not a parent, I can’t fully wrap my mind around this, but I like to think parents are somewhat
familiar with this type of speech.

“Hey, what are you doing? Why are you annoying me? Stop, please. Now, would you help me?”

Jesus didn’t strike Saul dead, he didn’t punish him with disease or loss of family.

I mean, Saul was temporarily struck blind and had to rely on others to help him obey God’s
command. But his sight was restored. Sometimes an object lesson is helpful. (Wink)

How can Christ, killed by his own in a brutal way, who was hurt by his followers, be so gracious to a
persecutor?! As a young adult, I could not understand why Jesus would WANT Saul.

Christ has a bigger heart than I do. Than we do.

But Saul didn’t just get proven wrong by God, he was introduced into a new life. I sometimes wish it
was as easy as God snapping his fingers and people realigning themselves. But I guess that's not
how he works. Often.

God’s hand was in the life of Ananais, a disciple. And a disciple was used to bring change to a
persecutor.

God, what are you thinking?

Saul is dangerous. God uses ex-persecutors? Saul brought harm to disciples, as was his paid job! It
sounds like a bad choice, asking the persecuted to help reform the persecutor. And Ananias asked
God why, and God answered as you heard it earlier: “He is an instrument I have chosen to bring my
name before gentiles and kings, and Israel." He will not be unchanged by this. He will not be
unchanged.



Now, I understand some of us have pretty mixed feelings on Paul. When I was in seminary, it was
fairly popular to expose the shortcomings of Paul. But, I am careful not to put all my eggs in one
basket. But I acknowledge some of these shortcomings too. Paul has been interpreted by many
Christian's as a reason why women cannot become pastors. Paul had written some condemning
words on our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters. There is a lot of hurt there.

Here, I remind us that Paul is not Jesus. There are a lot of interpretations on this matter, and I do
not think there is a crystal clear answer; our hearts answer for us on many of these topics.
Especially as Wesleyans, who let reason and experience guide our faith, along with scripture and
tradition.

I also recognise that Paul was an invaluable asset to spreading the word of God, and we have
benefited from that.

Much like that game of telephone we discussed earlier, scriptural meaning has likely been
misunderstood over the hundreds of years. It’s a living document.

Lucky for us, God is able to correct us and work through our flaws.

It’s not an easy process. Often it’s painful. Embarrassing. Shameful. We might lose people we love
over it, if they can’t accept the change. And there's not much we can do about that, except love to
the best of our ability.

But as people dealing with not only our own sins and flaws, but with other’s sins and flaws, we might
feel we have too much on our plate.

When we’re hurt, what is the first thing we want to do? Recoil. Pull back, pull away. Or fight.

Our first thought is not necessarily that God can and will work through our offender.

And just as physical healing is a process, emotional healing is too.

Ananias could not trust Saul right away, due to Saul’s actions.

Ananias asked God: “uhh, are you sure you want Saul? He is not a good dude.”

But God's ways are mysterious.

What faith and bravery Ananias had.

And what humility Saul had to be able to go through with this. I guess there was not much of a
choice when you’re newly blind and your friends are guiding you…

But Saul is allowing Jesus, the one he persecuted, to transform him and use him for the good of the
world.

Not that Saul, soon Paul, is perfect. God didn’t make him perfect. Though he changed him for the
better.

I’ve already talked about forgiveness in previous sermons. But I'll remind us, true forgiveness is
freeing. It is “good boundaries”. And sometimes, it’s listening for where God might call us out of our
comfort zone.

So it’s easy to hate the Sauls in our life. They deserve to be pushed back against for espousing
harmful theories and hurting those we love. Without God’s touch, Saul could’ve been one of the
worst enemies of the Christians.



I want us to recognize, the Sauls out there are not beyond God’s reach, though. They might just
have their messages mixed up, in this "divine outplaying of Telephone". Sometimes the message
gets messed up pretty badly. I will never be able to see how kicking a family member out of your
house for their sexuality is okay.

But I don’t think God thinks it’s okay, either. But somehow, he can still reach that broken offender to
use them for good.

If only we knew exactly what the first sentence was in the Godly telephone.

My hypothesis is we spend our life meditating on that first sentence. Maybe even that word, if you
will.

I have one more challenging thought for us: who is God calling us to be the Ananias for?

Interestingly, God uses his followers to share his compassion to those who don’t deserve it.

And the catch is: none of us deserve that compassion. But we are continually asked to have
compassion on each other.

You remember David and Absalom. Absalom is trying to KILL his father David, but David wants him
alive. And David weeps when he knows his son was killed.

Where can we not only condemn hateful teachings, but also somehow be a voice of compassion
through God to those with hurtful messages?

Saul didn’t think what he set out to do was wrong. His earthly boss told him to go for it.

But God reached out, and had Ananias as a physical and practical help.

Friends, this has been a long way of saying: let's examine the relationship between us and those we
hate, even if it is with good reason. If you have to say "I don't HATE them, I just…" that's a
relationship that needs examining.

Let’s reflect on who we block out. And as we know, claiming the same God is no exception to
holding grudges. People are misguided, believers or not. We all are misguided in ways.

But God promised that God will work through these broken bodies.

To heal from emotional wounds, we need to set some boundaries.

What are those to you?

Who might you be able to discuss good boundaries with if you're worried about it?

God can work through us for his good, even for those who persecute us. I ask you to earnestly pray
for the good of those who mistreat you. Are there ways you can help be like Christ to them?

As you have heard from Paul, loving your enemy is like heaping hot coals on their head. They won't
be able to stay unmoved.

And maybe praying is all you feel you can do for someone who has hurt you. And that's valid. But
maybe there is more. “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

May our radical love transform the world.



Offering and Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 8

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:   Go Forth for God    No. 670
1. Go forth for God, go to the world in peace; be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace, in
God's good Spirit daily to increase, till in the kingdom we see face to face.  Go forth for God, go to
the world in peace.

2. Go forth for God, go to the world in love, strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; help the
afflicted; richly from above God's love supplies the grace and power we seek. Go forth for God, go
to the world in love.

3. Go forth for God, go to the world in strength; hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; render to
no one evil; Christ at length shall overcome all darkness with his light. Go forth for God, go to the
world in strength.

4. Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, to serve God's people every day and hour, and serving
Christ, our every gift employ, rejoicing in the Holy Spirit's power. Go forth for God, go to the world in
joy.



Closing Prayer
Creator of the universe, you made the world in beauty, and restored all things in glory
through the victory of Jesus Christ. We pray that, wherever your image is still disfigured by
poverty, sickness, selfishness, war and greed, the new creation in Jesus Christ may appear
in justice, love, and peace, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Postlude: The Rejoicing      Charles Callahan

Announcements
● Tuesday, May 3, 9am - noon: Northern Zone Retired Teachers Board Meeting - Downstairs
● Our Annual Rummage Sale will be July 16th
● Scripture readers needed, please see Pastor Taylor if you are interested

Birthdays
May 3: Alyssa Sloan
May 5: Joan Davis

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

May 1: Marie Richards & Norm Gardner
May 8: Janet & Larry Howe

Readers:
Counters:

May 1: Tim Virgil & Robin Howard
May 8: Carrie Livenois & TBA

Weekly Offering:
$2,760.00: April 24 offering
$1,955.00: need each week

Offering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the
entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am

Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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