
Date: April 17, 2022

Prelude: Thine is the Glory   G.F. Handel   arr. Carolyn Hamlin

*Opening Hymn He Lives    No. 310
1. I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today I know that He is living, whatever men

may say I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer And just the time I need
Him, He’s always near

Refrain: He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with
me along life’s narrow way. He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! You ask me how I
know he lives? He lives within my heart.

2. In all the world around me I see His loving care And tho’ my heart grows weary, I
never will despair I know that He is leading thro’ all the stormy blast The day of His
approaching will come at last.  [Refrain]

3. Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus
Christ the King! The hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find None other is
so loving, so good and kind.  [Refrain]

Call to Worship
Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed!
The stone that the builders rejected
Has become the cornerstone!
This is the Lord’s doing
It is marvelous in our eyes
This is the day that the Lord has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it

Unison Prayer
O risen Christ, open us to the power of your resurrection as we hear it proclaimed anew
this day, that we too might rise to new life in you. Amen. -Andy James (PCUSA)

1st Reading Acts 10: 34-43
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 15: 19-26



*Hymn: Christ is Risen    No. 307
1. Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days. Christ is risen! Hush in wonder;

all creation is amazed. In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

2. Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. Walk with gladness in the
morning. See what love can do and dare. Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a
friend; Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end.

3. Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. Break the bread of new
creation where the world is still in pain. Tell its grim, demonic chorus: "Christ is risen! Get
you gone!" God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone!

Gospel Reading:  John 20: 1-18

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Egg Hunt
Did you dye Easter eggs this year? Not me yet, but I hope to soon. What about doing an
Easter egg hunt today when you get home? That was always my favorite part of Easter!

The legend goes, the egg hunt is part of a tradition started by a man named Martin
Luther, where a pastor would help the men hide eggs around the church property, and the
women and children would look for the eggs!

This is to remind us of Mary and the other women, when looking into the tomb to find
Jesus and put spices with him, could not find him at first.

Then he appeared, and there was great joy!

I've hidden 10 eggs up here, and I want you to find them! Be reminded of the joy of finding
Jesus, alive and well, this Easter.

Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: Resurrection celebration

It's Easter again! This is one of our most celebrated holi-days, right next to Christmas.
This is again one of those joyous Sundays, a bit like last week, where we're looking at the
festivities saying "this is true worship."

Each church has its own traditions, each of us adding to the di�erent forms of worship.
Even just being in the pew and not joining in ringing the hand bells, that is worship. We
can worship through voice, through prayer, through making music. Sometimes just our
presence can be a form of worship, but that's often paired with food.

And on this high holi-day, what do we talk about? Well, we talk a bit about death.

For one holi-day, we get to talk about birth, and the other we get to talk about death.
Good book ends.



We usually read this John passage about the tomb, and more than half of it is in confusion
and weeping; then all of the sudden, the climax towards the end– Jesus is alive!

So Easter is not entirely about death, it has its high point in resurrection!

Resurrect. Re-surge. Rise again.

Resurrection is actually a pretty popular theme in modern culture, and even in general.
We like to bring things back. It is said fashion never truly dies, it just cycles back. There
are whole entertainment channels dedicated to 'bringing things back', resurrecting
something, if you will.

If we're watching TV shows, especially hospital dramas, when someone has slipped into
death and is being resuscitated, we are on the edge of our seats waiting for them to be
brought back.

I won't mention any particular movie monsters that start with the letter Z, but that is
some form of resurrection, too. And boy is that a popular form of entertainment.

(I encourage you not to think about Easter in that way, though.)

Resurrection really is a beautiful theme. Like right about now, in this season, green grass
grows out of brown grass. Odd leaves pop up out of my yard and turn into flowers. It
appears resurrection is in a cycle.

But still, death is one of our greatest enemies. Even if it's been conquered, it still rips at
our hearts.

I can only try to imagine what Jesus's disciples felt like after they watched him die.
Actually, many of them couldn't watch him die. The women stayed.

I'm not sure they were thinking at all about resurrection, as they saw him in that
vulnerable and horrifying position.

So when the grave was empty, the reason we celebrate, I don't think the disciples' first
thought was resurrection. Mary said 3 times "they have taken him!"

Who are 'they'? Well, I think she thought it was Jewish leaders, or maybe other Jesus
followers.

Despite Jesus saying throughout his ministry that he was going to be raised from the dead, it
wasn't specific enough for them to know it in their heads and hearts.  They didn't know
how the story would end: they heard hints, they had faith that God was the most powerful
Thing in existence, but they did not know the Easter story like we know the story.

Some of us have heard this story over 70 times.

But was Jesus's resurrection just a bodily resurrection? What does he do right after he
comes back from the dead, and sees Mary?

He does what he does best: teaches.



And he says to Mary not to hold on to him, because he is not yet ascended, but Go to the
others and let them know what happened.

This really is the same Jesus!

But this is not just a body that's been brought back to life. There's something odd about
that "don't yet hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the father."

If he were merely a body being raised, I don't think he would have to say that.

Jesus is in a di�erent reality in that resurrection. Jesus is fully God and fully man, not a
ghost, but this resurrected body is a new body.

This is the body that's going to ascend into the sky. This is a body that can walk through
walls, but also be touched by a doubting Thomas.

The resurrection body is a new body.

Isn't that mysterious? The whole idea of resurrection is just really beautiful. But it's not
something we can fully wrap our minds around.

So we read this story every year. We have to remind ourselves that Christ did not just die.
That what Christ teaches is really true, and we will be resurrected too. The body was
resurrected, as he said, and it proves all that Jesus taught was true.

It's so easy for us to say "why didn't the disciples know that he was going to be
resurrected? When he told them for months?"

But here we are rereading this passage every year, not only to celebrate it, but to try and
absorb it into our very beings.

How hard it is to absorb a mystery into our very beings.

So we celebrate with bright colors, with eggs, with dressing up for church, with beautiful
songs. We celebrate in the way we best know how. And I think God enjoys our worship.

The disciples couldn't celebrate in the same way, because they were under a lot of
pressure from the state.

But oh, to feel the joy that they must have felt, even amidst the confusion, of their teacher
and friend coming back to life.

And if you want to get really future minded,  we're promised new bodies. It's discussed in
Corinthians, and some in Revelation, and probably in many other New Testament books:
we are told that we will be in a new heaven and a new Earth, in new bodies, but our bodies.
These will be like a resurrection body.

But I won't go into that now, because it is a mystery. We'll have to do more research, and a
lot of creative thinking.

So to have a body to resurrect, we have to have a body to live and die in. It is comforting to
know our savior had a body like we have, and kept the form of it even after death.



We are to treasure these bodies, we won't want to get rid of them so quickly. It was
appropriate that the disciples mourned death, that the ladies went with spices to prepare
the body.

They didn't fully know what to expect, and I think that's how God works.

So as we celebrate today, as we celebrate a resurrection, be reminded that that is our
future too. We likely won't be resurrected exactly like Jesus was.

On this earth, some of us will have near death experiences, and come back changed. And
that is the closest we'll get. But we're told in the future, we will be reunited with Jesus and
our bodies. That we will have some form of resurrection body.

So Happy Easter. Our Lord and savior, son of God is risen. And we have that to be thankful
for. Let's continue worship…

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:   Christ the Lord is Risen Today   No. 302

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply,
Alleluia!



2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! Where's thy victory, boasting grave?
Alleluia!

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies,
Alleluia!

5. Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia! Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!

6. King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! Thee to know,
thy power to prove, Alleluia! Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!

Closing Prayer
Almighty God, through Jesus Christ you overcame death and opened to us the gate of
everlasting life. Grant that we, who celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may, by
the renewing of your Spirit, arise from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Postlude: The Strife is O'er    Handel and Palestrina arr. Robert Lau

The beautiful flowers decorating our sanctuary on this glorious Sunday were given by our
congregation in memory and in honor of our loved ones. Thank You.  God bless you all.  Happy
Easter
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