
Date: April 10, 2022

Prelude: The Palms     Jean Baptiste Faure (1830-1914)

Introit:

*Opening Hymn   Filled with Excitement  (Mantos y Palmas)    No. 279

1. Filled with excitement, all the happy throng spread cloaks and branches on the city streets.
There in the distance they begin to see, riding on a donkey, comes the Son of God.  From every
corner a thousand voices sing praises to him who comes in the name of God.  with one great
shout of acclamation triumphant song breaks forth: "Hosana, hosanna to the King! Hosanna,
hosanna to the King!

2. As in that entrance to Jerusalem, we sing hosannas to the Christ, our King, to the living Savior
who still calls today, asking us to follow him with love and faith.  From every corner a thousand
voices sing praises to him who comes in the name of God.  With one great shout of acclamation
loud triumphant song breaks forth: "Hosanna, hosanna to the King! Hosanna, hosanna to the
King!"

Call to Worship(psalm 118)
O Give Thanks to the Lord, for He is Good
His Love Endures Forever
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
That the righteous may enter through it
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord,
We bless you from the house of the Lord
Bind up the festal procession with branches,
I will give thanks to you!

Unison Prayer
Merciful God, as we enter Holy week, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, and to the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Stir up within us the gift of faith that we may not only praise
him with our lips, but may follow him in the way of the cross.
—John Paarlberg



OT Reading Isaiah 50: 4-9a

NT Reading Philippians 2: 5-11

*Hymn: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna   No. 278

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; through pillared court and temple the lovely
anthem rang.  To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast, the children sang their
praises, the simplest and the best.

2. From Olivet they followed mid an exultant crowd, the victor palm branch waving, and chanting
clear and loud.  'The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, nor scorned that little
children should on his bidding wait.

3. "Hosanna in the highest!" that ancient song we sing, for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of
heaven our King.  O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, and in his blissful
presence eternally rejoice!

Gospel Reading:  Luke 19: 28-40

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Palm Sunday

Palm branches! We were given palm branches today!

We can't grow Palm trees around here, but I bet you recognize the branches from some palm
trees down where it's warmer!

This is exciting: usually we're not given anything but the bulletin, or maybe a coloring book on
our way into church.

Would you believe it, that this is a really ancient practice?

Christians were doing this as early as the 300s!

But the waving of palms symbolizes something that happened to Jesus. As Jesus traveled around
teaching, when he came into the capital city of Jerusalem, people began laying Palm branches
down on the ground.

These are a sign of victory!

Some people waved Palm branches in the air shouting "hosanna"!  That means "save us now!"
The Romans had control over the Jewish people at that point, and they were really hoping that
Jesus would rescue them.

The people believed that Jesus was a new king coming in to take over and make their land better.
Sort of like welcoming in a new president. Instead of flags, they waved palm branches.

But Jesus was a di�erent kind of king, he didn't come in to take over. There was no political
victory to win. Jesus won by living, and teaching us lessons.

So we wave palms today, to remember that Jesus is a special ruler of our lives!



He loves God and us more than anything! We welcome the love of God into our lives with the
shout of hosanna!

If the long palm, then this: [This Sunday is the last Sunday before Easter. Easter is when Jesus is
risen from the dead. People were confused that he didn't come into the city as a king they would
recognize, so they tried to kill him. But it did not work.

As we prepare to hear about the death and resurrection (coming back to life), I want to teach us
how to fold our palms into crosses!]

Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: “Hosanna Anyway”

As a child, Palm Sunday was one of my favorites Sundays. I loved the hymns, I loved being
handed green pieces of plant, I loved folding crosses out of the plant leaves, I liked the energy of
Palm Sunday.

I distinctly remember singing hosanna loud hosanna and  handing out Palm branches to each
member of the congregation.

What a way to ring in the reign of Jesus Christ: With joy and o�erings of  plants!

Come to think of it, we do that a lot. We do lilies or other flowers for Easter, and poinsettias for
Christmas. At funerals, we often have lots and lots of bouquets.

Palms are a nice change, smooth green plants. In a way, it's really nice to celebrate a day of joy at
church, especially on a Sunday.  Despite our Sunday services being called worship, we tend to
have the most joyous occasions not to be on a Sunday morning. Weddings, meetings, extra
curricular activities tend to be more happy than a Sunday morning service.

It wasn't until I was a teenager that palm Sunday started to register as odd. It's joyous, but why?
It's the start of the darkest week in the church year. And these people are so joyful Jesus is
coming, but why?

Well, the people mistook Jesus's arrival.

As we heard in the children's message, Jesus was thought to be the new David!  He'd find a way to
gather the troops and drive out the Romans. God does have a history of taking people out of bad
situations, or saving them from invaders, so their reasoning is somewhat understandable. First
and Second Kings are full of these stories, if you want to read them for yourselves.

The people knew what to expect. And they were thrilled God remembered them.

We know the rest of the story, and may know that the excitement will soon turn into
disappointment. Disappointment when Jesus wasn't what they expected.

Disappointment in the coming of the literal Son of God!  We'd like to think that we would not be
like that, but I think that sometimes we are disappointed in the working of God. Sometimes the
spirit moves in ways that we might not anticipate, or be that comfortable with.  I think the
pharisees' reaction was fairly reasonable!

The pharisees didn't want a big to-do: the  raucous excitement that was all around going to draw
the attention of the Roman army, which would then retaliate against this supposed new leader.



The pharisees were somewhat good at keeping the status quo. They worked with Rome, even if
they hated Rome.  (Sometimes I think it's a little funny that a major church leader is seated in
Rome today.)

But Jesus knows quieting the people would not work: he says the very STONES will cry out.  The
hope and the excitement in the air cannot and must not be quelled.

But Jesus didn't lay low after this: which is probably the main reason he was killed so quickly
after this!

He taught again in many places after this donkey ride into Jerusalem. Which, by the way, is said
to be fulfilling a prophecy. Zechariah 9:9.

But even the donkey was a hint of peace. A warlord or a conqueror would've rode a horse into
battle. Not a donkey.

And Jesus, he wept on the way in. He felt bad for the state of his Father's people.

Why didn't Jesus correct them, if they were cheering for the wrong reasons?

Because there was some truth to that mistaken joy.

They were welcoming a savior into their city.

I think we can be wrong and still get to the right heart of what we are wrong about.

For example, as young Christians, we may have believed we needed to go to church because we
were worried God would punish us if we didn't.

I don't think that's the case.

I don't think God will punish us if we don't go to church, but I still think it's good for us to go to
church.

The people wanted things to look better, so they welcomed Jesus in with shouts of glad
exclamation and Palm branches!

It's true that Jesus would make things better, they were not wrong! Save us now was an
appropriate cry!

But Jesus' reign and saving was just not in the way they had expected.

God loves our joy, and our passion for righteousness. The people knew being ruled by the Romans
was not what was most free and liberating. The people were waiting for justice in the way their
ancestors had seen.

Despite what Jesus was telling them, teaching them, over and over!

Sometimes we get the context wrong, because it's not what we're looking for.

Have you ever been so convinced what you were doing was right, and a sign from God, only to
have it fall apart before your eyes?

Not to get too personal, but I think this happens a lot in our wedding culture. The physical act of
marriage and the aesthetic tempts us into a situation that spiritually and emotionally we might
not be ready for. Then we mourn with those who go through divorce, wondering where it went
wrong.



We say, maybe it isn't what God wanted.

Sometimes having a will of our own is tough work.

Or taking a job that you like less for more money that we might not necessarily need. Sometimes,
that's a trapping temptation. We might not see it at first, but when life starts to feel a
little…shallower… we wonder if 'this is what God intended for us.'

But Jesus still died for us anyway.

Jesus died and was raised for those who waved palm branches in error, because of that only
somewhat-correct recognition of Jesus's authority.

We don't need to get everything exactly right for God to love us. God is always there, waiting for
us to notice grace and return with new awareness.

So in this week, as we put ourselves in the place of those who waved palm branches and those
who waved for Barabus to be set free instead of Jesus,

Recognize the extraordinary position we are in. Loved by God that much.

Have a blessed start to Holy Week. Hosanna.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.



*Closing Hymn:   All Glory, Laud, and Honor   No. 280

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet
hosannas ring.

1. Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son, who in the Lord's name comest, the King
and Blessed one.

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet
hosannas ring.

2. The company of angels are praising thee on high, and we with all creation in chorus make
reply.

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet
hosannas ring.

3. The people of the Hebrews with psalms before thee went; our prayer and praise and anthems
before thee we present.

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet
hosannas ring.

4. To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; to thee, now high exalted, our
melody we raise.

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet
hosannas ring.

5. Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, who in all good delightest, thou
good and gracious King.

Closing Prayer
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ to take upon himself our nature, and to su�er death upon the cross, giving us the
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his su�ering, and
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Postlude: Declamation     Gilbert M. Martin (1941- )
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