
Date: April 3, 2022

Prelude: Pie Jesu       Gabriel Faure (1845-1924) arr. David Howard Pettit

*Opening Hymn   O How I Love Jesus    No. 170
1. There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; it sounds like music in my ear, the
sweetest name of earth.
Refrain: O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me!
2. It tells me of a Savior's love, who died to set me free; it tells me of his precious blood, the
sinner's perfect plea. [Refrain]
3. It tells of one whose loving heart can feel my deepest woe; who in each sorrow bears a part
that none can bear below. [Refrain]

Call to Worship
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
We were like those who dreamed.
Our mouths were filled with laughter,
And the nations recognised the Lord’s good works.
Those who sow with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow,
will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them.

Unison Prayer
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness and your grace waters the desert. Help
us to recognize your hand working miracles beyond our imagining. Open our hearts to be
transformed by the new thing you are doing, so that our lives may proclaim the
extravagance of your love for all, and its presence in Jesus Christ. Amen.

OT ReadingIsaiah 43: 16-21

NT ReadingPhilippians 3: 4b-14

*Hymn: What Wondrous Love is This    No. 292
1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my
soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.



2. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of life to lay aside his crown for my soul, for
my soul, to lay aside his crown for my soul.
3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; to God
and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme I will sing, I will sing;
while millions join the theme I will sing.
4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, and when from death I'm free, I'll
sing on; and when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, and through eternity I'll sing
on, I'll sing on, and through eternity I'll sing on.

Gospel Reading:  John 12: 1-8

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Water of Life

After playing on the playground, or gym class, what is the one drink that you might want to
have? Or maybe the drink you’re allowed to have? Water.

Water is something that is necessary for us to live! For people under 16 years of age, they
need about 5-7 glasses of water a day to keep healthy! For adults, we need somewhere
between 8 and 10 glasses a day. Even the earth is 75% covered water! Most of it is salt water
that we can’t drink. But around here, it’s fresh water!

God’s prophets talk a lot about water, since it was so important to that part of the word. Lots
of deserts, but also a lot of floods. In the story of Noah, God has Noah build a boat for his
family and animals to live on during a flood. In the story of Moses, when he helps people out
of Egypt, God helps Moses part the waters so the Israelites can cross a sea on dry land. So God
makes wet land dry, and dry land wet. God says he’ll make a way in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert.

So just like a houseplant that is drooping, and needs us to water its roots, God says he will
restore lands with water.

And sometimes this water God provides is not literally water, sometimes it’s in many forms.
In good news, which is like water for our heart. Celebrating birthdays, and going for a walk in
the park. Making new friends. So water from God means restoration. And God promises this
to his people. Think about where you see goodness in our life, and consider if that is
restoration from God. Just like water for a thirsty body.

Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: ‘Extravagant’ faith

Years ago, when my brother and I were still in High School, I remember learning about
bagels.  Real bagels. NYC bagels.

I actually found out about them from the internet, I believe. Not from NYC, and uneducated
about di�erent kinds of bread, I was fascinated to find out real bagels were boiled. And the
more I learned, the more interested I became in purchasing them. Magically, in a way only



the internet knows how to do, I was advertised a food service that can bring food from
anywhere in the US to you. And then I knew it was time to try real bagels.

They were mailed up from the city with fancy flavors and cream cheese. I was thrilled. I
remember, as someone who never spent much money, I spent 50 dollars overall on the bagels
and the shipping. That was a lot of money.

My brother, who could not buy things like this because he spent his allowance, was shocked
that I spent 50 dollars on bagels.

I remember not disclosing to my parents that the bagels cost so much; but my brother
watched as I tried the bagels over a few days, and disapprovingly told my dad “she spent 50
dollars on THAT”.

I looked up from my fruity-pebble bagel and stopped munching.

My dad, instead of scolding me, said “well, that’s okay! She saved up for a special occasion.”

I don’t know what I expected. But I was touched.

I resumed chomping, feeling justified. I don’t think I shared my bagels, though.

I never used the food service again: It’s probably much more expensive now. But sometimes
deep dish pizza from Chicago calls my name…

What do you think? Is it okay to spend money on extravagance?

Or, what is extravagance? Are authentic NYC bagels extravagant?

Perhaps it depends.

I remember an internet uproar when joyrides into space became a thing for billionaires.
Facebook was abuzz with people saying “that money could’ve been used in a much better
way!”

And perhaps it could.

But I caution us from condemning all extravagance. And perhaps extravagance is the wrong
term.

I know this John 12 passage can be a little disorienting…

Jesus does so much for the poor and infermed in the gospels. Why would he allow Mary to
pour expensive perfume on him? Judas has a point: isn’t that a lot of money used on just one
person?

Yes.

But Jesus defends Mary.

And how does he do that?

He says that the poor among them will always be there; but He, Jesus, will not be.

That’s uncomfortable.



Note that Jesus is not saying to ignore the poor: his actions would NOT line up with that. Nor
would his parables. Jesus is referencing a passage in Deuteronomy that cuts to the chase: In
the world we are in, there will always be people in need.

I think we know that. We wish it wasn’t so, but as long as evil is in the world, it will be this
way.

So if we want the world to change, and there is always something better to donate to, why
don’t I live as simply as possible and give as much as I can?

John Wesley said, “Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can!”

Well. One, I am selfish. I admit that.

Two, we can become enablers if we just give all the time without thinking. If you gave all you
could to anyone who asked, everytime someone asked, can you imagine how your life would
change? If you have a dog, you might starve. (haha)

Three, I do not believe our only purpose in life is to be servants to other people. We are to
serve other people, but we are also made to enjoy life.

In a communal setting, we have a building to take care of. A new air filtration system might
cost thousands of dollars. To honor ourselves and our building, we need to have that
installed. Someone might say “why aren’t you giving that money to the community?!” But in
a way, we are hoping the fruits of that filtration system, a healthier building, will honor the
community. When we replace stained glass windows, we are spending a LOT of money on the
physical appearance of our church. And that might provoke a reaction. Aren’t there better
things you could be using that money on?

Well. Yes and no. We are keeping this place up. We are honoring those who decided on the
stained glass. There are a lot of reasons for what we do.

And one more important reason: beauty is to be enjoyed.

God did not just make us for work. There is a sabbath. Beauty can be fragile, beauty can be
expensive, beauty can be extravagant. But it does not necessarily make it bad.

So perceived extravagance does not necessarily mean sin.

It’s how we o�er extravagance that changes the meaning.

Are we o�ering some of this back to God, or is the extravagance just for us?

When we buy nice hiking shoes, it may cost more than we anticipated. But maybe those shoes
were more expensive because they were sustainably made!

Maybe the peace of mind and health of your body is worth an extra 40 dollars.

Your hiking might allow you to make new connections that you might not have otherwise.

How you connect with others has a lot to do with how God touches you and changes your life
on the inside. Money can be a piece of that, but it should not have so much control over our
mind and our conscience.



Jesus knew this was Mary’s o�ering to him. Her way of showing a�ection. This is how human
beings honor the dead– we tend to anoint and preserve. This came from her heart; Jesus does
not say to her “always spend your money on extravagant gifts and never give to the poor
again.” He tells Judas that this was an okay situation to spend money.

This was a way to honor God.

I challenge us: think of things you’ve spent money on to honor God.

For me, I spent potentially too much money on a pair of boots that I knew I would wear
almost every day. And honestly, I don’t regret it. I get so much joy from these. I like to think
my enjoyment of creation in a sustainable way is pleasing to God.

But I also pair this with regularly donating to things that touch my heart.

Can you relate?

Or, think of things maybe you’ve spent money on that weren’t done with a heart to honor
God. Maybe some of them were even done for church! An extra 20 thrown in the plate out of
guilt and not love. Which is a sad thought.

I think this is something we have to consider as we are stewards in the world.

So, we won’t always give extravagant gifts, but we learn to love extravagantly and wisely.

There is no handbook on what to give to God and one another communally, but that's okay.

Our hearts, when touched by God, are a good place to begin.

When you go home today, and sit on an ‘expensive’ piece of furniture, know you don’t have to
feel guilty. Because there are many ways to enjoy life and still honor God.

May God teach us how to give, and allow others to give, freely and responsibly, like Mary.

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.



Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

*Closing Hymn:   O Young and Fearless Prophet     No. 444
1. O young and fearless Prophet of ancient Galilee, thy life is still a summons to serve
humanity; to make our thoughts and actions less prone to please the crowd, to stand with
humble courage for truth with hearts uncowed.
2. We marvel at the purpose that held thee to thy course while ever on the hilltop before thee
loomed the cross; thy steadfast face set forward where love and duty shone, while we betray
so quickly and leave thee there alone.
3. O help us stand unswerving against war's bloody way, where hate and lust and falsehood
hold back Christ's holy sway; forbid false love of country that blinds us to his call, who lifts
above the nations the unity of all.
4. Stir up in us a protest against our greed for wealth, while others starve and hunger and
plead for work and health; where homes with little children cry out for lack of bread, who live
their years sore burdened beneath a gloomy dread.
5. O young and fearless Prophet, we need thy presence here, amid our pride and glory to see
thy face appear; once more to hear thy challenge above our noisy day, again to lead us
forward along God's holy way.

Closing Prayer
God of the covenant, in the glory of the cross your Son embraced the power of death and
broke its hold over your people. In this time of repentance, draw all people to yourself, that
we who confess Jesus as Lord may put aside the deeds of death and accept the life of your
kingdom. Amen.

Postlude: Voluntary in D Minor William Walond (1725-1770
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