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Prodigal Son

Date: March 27, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Variations on Dove of Peace Ralph B. Hastings  (b. 1947)

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn:  Because He Lives    No. 364

1. God sent his Son, they call him Jesus; he came to love, heal, and forgive; he lived and
died to buy my pardon, an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride and joy he gives; but greater still
the calm assurance, this child can face uncertain days because he lives.

3. And then one day I'll cross the river; I'll fight life's final war with pain; and then as
death gives way to victory, I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know he reigns.

Call to Worship
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you,

and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”

and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Therefore let all who are faithful o�er prayer to you;

you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.



Unison Prayer
God of patient love, you await the return of the wayward and wandering, and eagerly
embrace them in pardon. Through baptism you have clothed us with the glory of Christ
and restored our inheritance: give us generous hearts to welcome all who seek a place at
the table of your unconditional love. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Choral Anthem

OT Reading Joshua 5: 9-12

NT Reading 2nd Corinthians 5: 16-21

*Hymn:   Have Thine Own Way, Lord    No. 382

1. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Thou art the potter; I am the clay. Mold
me and make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still.

2. Have thine own way, Lord! have thine own way! Search me and try me, Savior today!
Wash me just now, Lord, wash me just now, as in thy presence humbly I bow.

3. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Wounded and weary, help me I pray!
Power, all power, surely is thine! Touch me and heal me, Savior divine!

4. Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Hold o'er my being absolute sway.  Fill
with thy Spirit till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me!

Gospel Reading:  Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Ambassadors for Christ

I have a big word for you: ambassador.

This is a word sometimes you’ll hear on the news.

An ambassador is a person who represents or speaks for something.

When we hear about it on the news, an ambassador is someone who represents their
country in another country. An adult whose job is to represent their own nation’s
interests and o�er help in a friendly way. Ambassadors help so their own country’s
leaders can focus on other tasks.

So if you think of a good ambassador, a good person to send to another country to
represent your country: what are some good traits to have?

Friendly. A good leader. Kind. Strong. Ability to make friends. Loyal to their boss. Good at
delegation.

So we here are not ambassadors for our country, but we are something called
‘ambassadors for Christ’. Jesus Christ is no longer in the world as a person, but we are his
representatives.



Our church is a place where we worship God, but also gather to decide how to help in the
world around us. We gather to decide how to represent. When we are in good connection
with God, we are better at representing God’s love to other people.

So like ambassadors for other countries, what are some good traits to have to be good
representations of Jesus? Friendly, being good leaders and clear communicators, kind.
Ability to make friends, loyal to the boss. Similar things as before.

So now that we know our job, and our title, let's pray for the strength to do it.

MESSAGE: “Human Point of View”

"From now on we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view we no longer know him in that way."

How do you regard people? When I think of a term like regard, I think of the term
perceive. I know that regard means something a little deeper, but I tend to think of
appearances first.

When we perceive somebody, the first thing we might notice is what they're wearing. We
might notice if they have a new haircut, if they have on makeup or not, if they've shaved
or not, if they have food on their face. We notice the body first.

Next we might notice their eyes, we might make note of their body language, we might
start to wonder what is behind their eyes and expressions.

And then somehow, whether from knowing them for a long period of time, or by making
assumptions, we take note of their personality. I've heard it said that first impressions are
very important. However, I've had first impressions that were incorrect on a few
occasions.  I might notice that a person has a bad habit of eye rolling, and I assume that
they are really sassy people. But later on, I find out that the eye rolling is just a bad habit
they picked up and they really are a quiet and kind person. We regard people from a
human point of view, because we are humans.

Paul is talking about people from a human point of view in 2nd Corinthians.

Before we can regard people as something di�erent, a new creation, we need to think
about how we regard people in general.

It's something we do quite naturally, just by using our eyes or our voices. Have you ever
been on the phone, and just by the tone of someone's voice, you can make an assumption
whether you like them or not? Perhaps that's a dangerous game to play, but it's
something we do naturally.

Sometimes you might have people tell you not to try and make assumptions about others,
and maybe their solution is to "keep your eyes to yourself". Some might say it's better to
not to regard people, rather than perceiving them and letting those challenging notions
arise. I'm a firm believer that almost anyone can become a friend, as long as we are able to
confront the judgmental thoughts that will rise initially.



To be able to regard people as a new creation, we have to get over our hang ups of
perceiving people in general. Whether it's by shyness, or modesty, or fear. Outreach can
be uncomfortable. We may be anxious about our age or social status. Some of us won't
want to perceive the young lady with neon yellow hair in the grocery store, because she is
30 years younger than we are, and she looks weird.

Sometimes regarding people as hard, because their experiences are so di�erent from
ours. It's hard to regard someone in any other way except for 'human' when there is
something unfair about the treatment they are receiving. Perhaps you've gone to a
concert where someone has VIP tickets, and you begin to wonder how rich they are, and
how they got hold of those tickets, and what they're like to be able to spend that much
amount of money, and what it's like to be that close to Paul McCartney.

Or someone who looks like a scammer is getting treated well by your friend, and you feel
it is not appropriate to treat that person that way, so you scold them later.

I think this train of thought, the worry over fair or equal treatment is what the Apostle
Paul is talking about when he talks about a human point of view.

A human point of view sees fairness as the ultimate good, not righteous.

If someone takes their inheritance, and blows it on outfits and fancy cars and hair dye and
body modifications and all sorts of these things that might be taboo in your mind, it is
only fair when they reap what they've sown.

And maybe what they reap is financial distress, or isolation, or fair weather friends. Or
regret.

From a human point of view, that's what should happen. That is fair.

So what would it look like to regard someone from another point of view? Is there a
distinction between regarding the consequences as 'fair in a human way', and a 'person
loved by God way'?

We are told yes, with repentance, there is. If anyone is in Christ there is a new creation.

In the story of the prodigal son, what happened to the younger son is not exactly fair.
Prodigal means wasteful– the son was wasteful. He deserved the harsh reality.

So why did the father welcome him back?  Because the father regarded him as a new
creation. The father could see repentance, and got over the anger hang up.

What matters more than fairness is this person of God. The older son, seeing the younger
son as only a person, could recognize the unfairness of this story. The younger son blew
his money, he did not deserve his Father's celebration.

The divine righteousness in this story is not in fairness. The godly bit is a lost son being
found. The most important thing in the story is the life of another person.



If our view of other people makes it so we want bad things to happen to them, I think we
have to step away from that point of view. Bad things often will happen to people: there
are consequences for actions.

But if a person can come to God in repentance, instead of being destroyed… that is true
life. That is joy to God.

So the key to seeing people from a di�erent point of view is really to make time for people.

It will take practice regarding them in a child of God way. If they are in Christ, no matter
how annoying they might be, they are a new creation.

If they are not in Christ, how much more grace will they need to be able to feel safe and
ready to reflect? They are still made from the dust of the earth, like us.

So to get away from our human point of view, we'll need to regard others as God
creations.

We will always have human thoughts, but it does not always mean they need to be
followed. We might always be jealous of somebody who seems to unfairly get celebrated,
but we know that there is divine righteousness that is not like our own.

So maybe this week, while you're out and about, practice regarding someone not in that
human point of view but in the new creation point of view.  Instead of praying for the
downfall of somebody, pray for the change of their being. Something even more tricky,
maybe outreaching this one who is not like you, despite how you might regard them, or
regard yourself.

The worst thing that can happen is feeling foolish. But the best thing that can happen is a
person returns in repentance to God.

May God bless these creations.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;



People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever.
Amen

*Closing Hymn:   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   No. 384

1. Love divine, all loves excelling joy of heaven, to earth come down; fix in us thy humble
dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! Jesus, thou are all compassion, pure, unbounded
love thou art; visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! Let us all in thee inherit;
let us find that second rest.  Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; end of
faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; suddenly return and never,
nevermore thy temples leave. l Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts
above, pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

4. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be.  Let us see thy great
salvation perfectly restored in thee; changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take
our place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Closing Prayer
God of the covenant, in the glory of the cross your Son embraced the power of death
and broke its hold over your people. In this time of repentance, draw all people to
yourself, that we who confess Jesus as Lord may put aside the deeds of death and accept
the life of your kingdom. Amen.

Postlude: Voluntary in C William Hayes  (1706-1777)
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