
Date: March 20, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements
UMCOR collection for Ukraine today!

Prelude: Were You There?    Traditional Spiritual Carolyn Hamlin

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   No. 127

1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.  I am weak, but thou
art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand.  Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me
till I want no more; (want no more)  feed me till I want no more.

2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow; let the fire and
cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.  Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou
still my strength and shield; (strength and shield) be thou still my strength and shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; death of death and
hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side.  Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will
ever give to thee; (give to thee)   I will ever give to thee.



Call to Worship (psalm 63)
You, God, are my God,
earnestly I seek you;
I have seen you in the sanctuary
and beheld your power and your glory.
Because your love is better than life,
I will praise you as long as I live.
I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods;
with singing lips my mouth will praise you.

Unison Prayer
We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your mouth. Make us
hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in the ways of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.

OT Reading Isaiah 55: 1-9
NT Reading 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13

*Hymn: When the Church of Jesus   No. 592

1. When the church of Jesus shuts its outer door, lest the roar of tra�c drown the voice of
prayer, may our prayers, Lord, make us ten times more aware that the world we banish is
our Christian care.

2. If our hearts are lifted where devotion soars high above this hungry, su�ering world of
ours, lest our hymns should drug us to forget its needs, forge our Christian worship into
Christian deeds.

3. Lest the gifts we o�er, money, talents, time, serve to salve our conscience, to our secret
shame, Lord, reprove, inspire us by the way you give; teach us, dying Savior, how true
Christians live.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 13: 1-9

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Exodus miracles; abridged
Last week, we heard about a family tree. Connections between you and your parents, and
grandparents, and their grandparents, all the way back as long as we can go. This week,
Paul reminds us of that family tree, and the history.

Part of Paul's family tree is a group of people called Israelites. And these people have a big
history with God.

In fact, the history is written down in our bible: we call it the Old Testament, but it has a
couple di�erent names. (Torah, Tanakh, Hebrew Bible)

Paul is speaking in the story we heard today, to the people in a city called Corinth. He's
talking about the history of the Israelites!



The Hebrew Bible, our Old Testament, contains many "books" (just means the main
characters change), and many chapters. But Paul is reminding the people he's talking to
about the Book of Exodus.

Exodus has a lot of pieces to it.

The word means a big group of people are leaving a certain area.

In this case, God is helping these people leave Egypt, because the Egyptians aren't
treating them as equals.

God speaks to a man named Moses, and Moses helps lead these people out of Egypt into
the promised land.

However, that was a long journey!

Paul is reminding the people he is talking to about all the miracles the people saw along
the way.

God made a way through the sea so the Israelites could travel faster away from the
Egyptians. God led them through the desert by signs in the weather. God provided food
and water for the people in the desert. Manna and quail, water from a rock!

But many bad things happened too. The people ignored God's miracles, and they made
bad choices. Snakes came into their tents, and God had to help them send away the
snakes. But many people didn't make it to the new land.

Paul didn't tell the whole story of Exodus here. Mostly, he wanted to remind the people of
their family tree: where they came from.

But Paul assures his listeners that God is faithful to us. We will be tested sometimes, but
God will always be there as a support. God will help us find a way out, and Exodus teaches
us that.

Let's pray.

MESSAGE: Refreshing the Soil

"Do you think that because these Galileans su�ered in this way they were worse sinners
than all other Galileans?"

Recently, I got to go visit the library for the 1st time since being in Potsdam. I remember
there was some remodeling, there was a closure for covid, there was a grand reopening,
but I just never made it in.

As I entered the library this past week, sort of on a whim, still wearing my mask,
confusedly looking for a specific book, I encountered someone I knew!

Still being hesitant to be called a Pastor Hattie in public, I peeked to make sure that it was
who I thought it was. I wasn't sure whether to go over and say hello, or sneak away
quietly. Luckily, they said Hi and came over first.



We had an excellent conversation, and a bit of a lengthy one. I wondered if other people
were listening or trying to block out our voices.  Of the many things we talked about, one
that came up was the "problem of evil."

This seems to come up when we talk about our faith: the traumas that we've seen in our
life, and theories on why God allows bad things in the world.

After our talk, I smiled at the thought of people sitting in the library listening to our
complex conversation. I wonder if they thought we were doing a college project together,
and not just two people struggling to make sense of life.

But it doesn't matter what age we are, we will always wonder why exactly there's evil in
the world. We can personify it as the tempter, we can say that it's apart from God or
Christ; but then we still wonder why it a�ects some of us so deeply.

I remember reading somewhere recently that bad things happen to all kinds of people, but
evil stands out more when bad things happen to good people.

Even then, how can it be that the God who does miracles for some people seemingly
doesn't for others?

I think this is something that pastors are often asked, no matter what church you're in, no
matter how it's worded. In hospital rooms, at funerals, outside of a workplace, while
someone is grieving, this is the question that is asked: why did this happen to them? Why
me?

And I wish I had a good answer. As pastors, training doesn't teach us how to answer
everything, so much as it teaches us how to ask good questions, and education gives us
background for our history. Seminary trained me how to listen better.

I don't think there's any kind of book that will give us direct answers on how to live our
life, and why things happen the way they do. Sometimes we turn to philosophy for that,
sometimes we turn to science, often we return to The Bible for that .

All 3 of these methods can and should be used to help us interpret life. But unfortunately,
The Bible was not written like a manual. It will not tell a 21st century Christian exactly
how to live their life, how to live in their modern communities with internet, and exactly
how to function in their church in all the di�erent denominations.

Part of our life together is figuring out those things for ourselves.

So the problem of evil is cured by The Bible.

But the Bible can be helpful.

It doesn't give us complete answers, but it does reassure us about our life.

Jesus was assumed to have lots of good answers, since he was one of God's prophets.

In today's reading, the people reported to him what Pilate had done, probably hoping that
this report would anger him, and speed up the process of Jesus bringing in God's



kingdom. As we know, lots of people expected Jesus's reign to be physical like the kings of
the past. "Get on with it!"

And, this passage took place during passover: nationalistic feelings were running high. If
they turned Jesus's anger against Pilate, maybe they could become a free nation again?

Not likely.

And what did Jesus say, anyway?

"You're mistaken if you think these people died because they deserved it."

What? Isn't that what the Pharisees teach?

I think to try to cope with the reality of evil in the world, we sometimes say "God must be
punishing us."

We like the idea of Karma. Of revenge. An eye for an eye– which, by the way, Jesus said
"no!" to.

Often, we contradict our own points: we say God punishes us on purpose, then someone
we don't think deserves to have more heartbreak in their life deals with more heartbreak.

There is no way to try to outsmart the sorrow we deal with in life.

God does not seem to be watching for the most awful behaviors and punishing them.

Bad things just happen. To everyone.

But, as the passage tells us, this does not mean we should just accept that and ignore
repentance.

We all do questionable things. We gossip. We are passive-aggressive. We can be greedy or
gluttonous. We contribute to the su�ering of our neighbors, and 'cast out' the other by
our own stereotypes. So while we may not get struck by lightning, or a falling tower for
these actions specifically… We are still guilty of sin. We are still told to repent. We don't
live by cheap grace, though the grace is freely given.

But now the hope: we were not 'given up' on. Even when the fig trees didn't bear good
fruit, the vineyard owner did not chop down the trees.

We are spared for a while longer, and even sprayed with manure!

Err. Hopefully not quite like that.

Put it this way: the Holy Spirit is refreshing the soil.

Jesus is telling the people hoping for a new kingdom of God, that it won't come in the way
they expect.

The people's hearts are not ready for the Day of the Lord. The soil needs to be refreshed.

I think we still see signs of our hearts not being ready for the coming of God.



We are still seeing terrible things happen in the world. Decisions made to destroy
livelihoods, big scale and small scale. Military power or local politics. Decisions made that
end innocent lives, directly or indirectly. Bombs or denying proper mental health care.
Decisions to ignore the tough work of asking for forgiveness, because revenge is sweeter.
The fake security of stereotyping groups of people and avoiding them. Putting walls up to
keep them out when we haven't so much as shared a word.

That's where the sin is resting. Sometimes disguised as freedom. That soil is deadly.

So while we can and will still wrestle with bad things happening to undeserving people:
know we are called to help stop hurt.

We are in a time when we are being fertilized and expected to produce good fruit. We are
the hands and feet of Christ in the world.

Those who su�er aren't necessarily worse people. And those who benefit now aren't
guaranteed better people.

While we have no hands on, step by step, 'dummies guide' manual, we have good advice,
many, many stories, and the working of the holy spirit (the manure for our roots.) This
can help us, if we accept it.

May we continue to reflect on our place before God and one another. Are we ready for the
vineyard owner to come and look at us again? I encourage us to keep doing the hard work
of repentance for this Lenten season: for we are capable of bearing much fruit.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.



Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever.
Amen

*Closing Hymn:   Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service    No. 581

1. Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon the
cross, forsaken, o�ered smercy's perfect deed: we, your servants, bring the worship not
of voice alone, but heart, consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart.

2. Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; still the captives
long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.  As, O Lord, your deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul, use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us
whole.

3. As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light in its height and depth
and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear, stirring us to tireless striving your abundant life to share.

4. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go to the child, the youth,
the aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel,
aid, and peace we give, that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know, and
live.

Closing Prayer
God of the covenant, in the glory of the cross your Son embraced the power of death and
broke its hold over your people. In this time of repentance, draw all people to yourself,
that we who confess Jesus as Lord may put aside the deeds of death and accept the life of
your kingdom. Amen.

Postlude: God of Grace and God of Glory arr. Douglas E. Wagner



Announcements
● Tuesday, March 22nd: SPPRC - Online: 6:30pm
● Wednesday, March 23rd: Lenten Bible Study, Food in the Bible: 5:30-6:30pm.
● Saturday,  March 26th: Prayer vigil - Front Lawn: 4:30pm
● Gifts for the people of Ukraine: Envelopes are provided in your bulletin, please

make checks payable to the Potsdam UMC with Ukraine written on the memo line
● Please see Kathy Demo after church, or contact her at jkdemo80@gmail, or

315-265-8456 if you are interested in helping fund Easter flowers for the altar

Birthdays
March 21 Kate Cruickshank, Erin Elliot, Amy Theobald

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

March 20: Robin Howard and Carrie Livernois
March 27: Trish Lewis and Nancy Matthews

Reader:

Weekly O�ering:
$ 865.00: March 13th o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the
entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am

Pastor Taylor’s office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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