
Date: March 13, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Abide With Me       arr. Robert Powell

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn O For a Heart to Praise My God   No. 417

1. O for a heart to praise my God, a heart from sin set free, a heart that always feels thy blood so
freely shed for me.

2. A heart resigned, submissive, meek, my great Redeemer's throne, where only Christ is heard to
speak, where Jesus reigns alone.

3. A humble, lowly, contrite heart, believing, true, and clean, which neither life nor death can part
from Christ who dwells within.

4. A heart in every thought renewed and full of love divine, perfect and right and pure and good, a
copy, Lord, of thine.

5. Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; come quickly from above; write thy new name upon my
heart, thy new, best name of Love.



Call to Worship Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation—

whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—

of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I ask from the Lord,

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
Hear my voice when I call, Lord;

be merciful to me and answer me.
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”

Your face, Lord, I will seek.
I remain confident of this:

I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart

and wait for the Lord.

Unison Prayer
Hope beyond all human hope, you promised descendants as numerous as the stars
to old Abraham and barren Sarah. You promise light and salvation in the midst of darkness and
despair, and promise redemption to a world that will not listen.
Gather us to yourself in tenderness, open our ears to listen to your word,
and teach us to live faithfully as people confident of the fulfillment of your promises.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

OT Reading Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
NT Reading Philippians 3:17-4:1

*Hymn: O Jesus I Have Promised   No. 396

1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; remain forever near me, my master and my
friend. I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, nor wander from the pathway if you will be
my guide.

2. Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near. I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting
sounds I hear. My foes are ever near me, around me and within; but Jesus, then draw nearer to
shield my soul from sin.

3. Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still above the storms of passion, the
murmurs of self will. Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; now speak and make me
listen, O Guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you that where you are in glory your servant shall
be too. And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; oh, give me grace to follow, my master
and my friend.



Gospel Reading:  Luke 13: 31-35

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Family Tree

Are you familiar with the idea of a family tree?

A family tree is a connection between us and our relatives. We draw a connection between
ourselves and all our previous family members over a certain number of years. Sometimes there
are online programs that will do this for you, and sometimes there are people in your family who
volunteer out of curiosity!

It all starts with you. You each have your parents, 2. And each of your parents have two parents, 4
grandparents. Then each of your grandmas and grandpas have two sets of parents, 8 great
grandparents.

Maybe many of our grandmas and grandpas are no longer around, but family trees can be traced
back a long time: sometimes hundreds of years! And we can easily get lost trying to include all
our relatives into that chart!

When God promised Abram a family as numerous as the stars, that means his family tree will be
very large! Lots of brothers and sisters, lots of cousins.
And many of our stories in the bible have to do with Abram's descendants. The Israelites are part
of that family, and they are being promised some land to continue to grow the family. We don't
know how long they are promised the land for in this reading, but God blesses Abram with a place
to start this family tree.

Even Jesus is said to be in that tree!

As Christians, we follow the words of Jesus. While many of us can't actually trace our great great
great great great grandparents (our ancestors) back to Abram, Jesus welcomes us as family when
we love God, love one another, and do good for those around us.

MESSAGE: You tell that fox…

I'll admit. It was hard to come up with a sermon this week.

Staring at the list of suggested passages, I knew that the Luke 13 passage might be most fruitful.

Recently, I've been attending a decent number of di�erent ecumenical groups. I attend two
di�erent pastor groups, and I am attending a book study at St. Mary's.

I've even attended a requiem mass recently, which was traditional, liturgical, conservative, but
somehow beautiful. Incense, bells, choral music.



It has been interesting to see just what each church practices. In the pastor groups, we focus a
whole lot more on where we agree, rather than where we disagree. In fact, we do not mention our
denominational di�erences. We just gather to pray together, and gather together to plan events.

Despite all the di�erent ways of expressing what's on our hearts, or expressing how we believe in
divine presence in our church buildings, we all believe in the Divinity of Jesus Christ.

But the more you know about tradition, the more fragile this unity seems, because of all the
di�erent ways to interpret Jesus and the church.

Try talking to more than one person before noticing that we all see Jesus a little di�erently. Some
people will say politics are not allowed from the pulpit, because "Jesus was not a political figure."
Some people will say that Jesus was a very political figure, and we should be mindful to always
preach to our context with The Bible on one hand and a newspaper in the other. That's a Karl
Barth thing.

Some people will be threatened by the images and portrayals of white Jesus, and some people will
not even notice that the artistic interpretation is European.

It seems like there are so many things to argue about in faith. That makes it very di�cult to come
together to worship. Not even mentioning our di�erent preferences for music or liturgical
decoration or sermon topic or gender of the pastor or any other number of preferences.

As a listener today, you don't need to fully agree with me, and I always encourage you to reread
The Bible passages for yourself. (Maybe not the whole thing from cover to cover trying to finish it
in a couple months. I know people who have, but I question how they did it. Do they not sleep?)

This Luke 13 passage makes me a little anxious. No it's not hard to make me anxious, I usually
have some form of base level of anxiety, especially these days.  I know I have said this before, and
I will continue to say it: Jesus is intense. If you read Luke 13 up until this point, and then even go
back to chapters 11 and 12, read some of the headings. I'm using the NRSV.

"Jesus and beelzebub". "Jesus denounces the Pharisees and lawyers." "A warning against
hypocrisy." "The parable of the rich fool." "Jesus the cause of division." "Interpreting the time".
"Repent or perish." "The narrow door."

It makes me wonder how all of us at our pastor meetings, let alone in our worship services, can
agree without a doubt that Jesus is the source of love.

We know this because he died for us. We have recordings from the Gospels where Jesus shows his
disciples how he loves the people. But we also had the reading from last week, where Jesus asks
how long he will have to stay with this di�cult generation.

Just the mere fact that Jesus is present with the nation of Israel, despite many years of straying,
shows that there is love. The Lord's prayer, taught to us and still used today, is only a chapter or
so before this reading.



I think the people being healed by Jesus were thankful for him. I think they understood the
prophetic intensity, as I imagine many prophets of God were this way.

I'm interested that the Pharisees came to Jesus and warned him that Herod, ruler of Jesus's home
land, wants to kill him.

In case you were curious like me, Herod Antipas was the ruler of Galilee and Perea. I'd have to
show you a map to clarify it.

If you're saying, "but Pontious Pilate was ruler, and had Jesus killed," very good! Pilate was the
prefect of the Roman Province of Judaea, which included Jerusalem. Galilee is above Judaea. Perea
is o� to the right. These areas of land were broken up and headed by di�erent people.

And this is a real threat to Jesus; remember Herod beheaded John the Baptist. Not that he wanted
to, but he was tricked into it. So Herod was probably fascinated by Jesus like he was John. Some
Pharisees did not want Jesus dead. Perhaps they also just really wanted him out of the way.

Jesus was traveling a lot, so he was probably under watch by di�erent rulers. He may have been
born in Bethlehem, that is down in Judaea, but Jesus was raised up in Galilee, in little Nazareth.
(We call him Jesus of Nazareth for a reason.) That makes him Herod's responsibility.

An aside: Jesus is technically under Herod's domain, but Jesus was arrested and tried in Pilate's
domain, Jerusalem, because Herod was visiting during the passover. Perhaps Herod and Pilate
were not the biggest fans of each other, but they worked together when need be.

So the Pharisees tell Jesus to flee. Did you notice what Jesus called Herod? A fox. And that's not in
a complimentary way. Jesus is referencing politics here.

And then he turns to the problem of Jerusalem itself (but Jerusalem is often used to reference
Israel.) Jesus accuses Jerusalem of wanting to kill prophets rather than listening to them. As a
prophet out healing and teaching and casting out demons,he says he will continue to do so even
when his life is in danger.

And then even one step further: Jesus says even the temple is no longer a house to God, because
God has been shut out. Jesus tells Pharisees to their face "one day they will recognize he is the
Son of God."

Even if Jesus is intense, even if he was not in the good graces of his political leader, Jesus did not
give up on the people. In the very next passage, Jesus eats at a pharisee's house on the sabbath. If
Jesus is our friend, he's the kind of friend who tells you what is wrong without pulling punches.

I want us to reflect that our head of the church, our leader, to whom we dedicate our lives, is not
afraid to point out when political power is being misused. Jesus is not afraid to continuously
critique and reach out to those who have been doing diservices to the Kingdom of God.

Again, we all have such di�erent ideas of what being a good Christian entails. We have di�erent
ideas of what God wants. To some of us, it seems so clear, and some of us constantly reflect.



If nothing else, know that Jesus died for humanity. Whether we are closer to the Pharisees, or
closer to the people whom God healed, we are constantly in the process of being reunited with
God. Or as those who might be closer to the ones killing prophets, we need to be reminded that
prophetic voices are from God.

Our leaders are not infallible. Even religious leaders are not infallible, as Jesus constantly reminds
the Pharisees.

Being a Christian does not mean being a push over: it means standing up. Sometimes it's being
intense, and denouncing the roots of problems. But it also means being thoughtful and wise, and
healing those we can heal.

As John Wesley has said, "if your heart is like mine, give me your hand."

If we can agree upon Christ as a Lord, we can agree on so many things. May we be bold enough to
do so.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.



The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Lead On, O King Eternal   No. 580

1. Lead on, O King eternal, the day of march has come; henceforth in fields of conquest thy tents
shall be our home. Through days of preparation thy grace has made us strong; and now, O King
eternal, we lift our battle song.

2. Lead on, O King eternal, till sin's fierce war shall cease, and holiness shall whisper the sweet
amen of peace. For not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums; with deeds of love
and mercy the heavenly kingdom comes.

3. Lead on, O King eternal, we follow, not with fears, for gladness breaks like morning where'er
thy face appears. Thy cross is lifted o'er us, we journey in its light; the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might.

Closing Prayer
Lord God Almighty, shaper and ruler of all creatures, we pray for your great mercy, that you guide
us towards you, for we cannot find our way. And guide us to your will, to the need of our soul, for
we cannot do it ourselves. And make our mind steadfast in your will and aware of our soul’s need.
Strengthen us against the temptations of the devil, and remove from us all lust and every
unrighteousness, and shield us against our foes, seen and unseen. Teach us to do your will, that
we may inwardly love you before all things with a pure mind. For you are our maker and our
redeemer, our help, our comfort, our trust, our hope; praise and glory be to you now and forever.
Amen
Source: Alfred the Great, 9th century

Postlude: Prelude in E Minor        J. S. Bach

Announcements
● Wednesday, March 16th: Lenten Bible Study, Food in the Bible: 5:30-6:30pm.
● Saturday, March 19th: CheeryOs: 1:30pm
● Please see Kathy Demo after church, or contact her at jkdemo80@gmail, or

315-265-8456 if you are interested in helping fund Easter flowers for the altar

Birthdays
March 13: Tony Ormsby
March 14: Judy Haer
March 15: Reyna Delaney Elliot
March 17: Julian Potter
March 18: Holden DeShane
March 19: Glen Livernois



Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

March 13:  Robin Howard and Carrie Livernois
March 20: Robin Howard and Carrie Livernois

Reader: March 13th: Sharon Hutchinson

Weekly O�ering:
$2485.00: March 6th o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the entrance
of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am
Pastor Taylor will hold closed office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

Please call the church number during those times if you need to speak to/see Pastor Taylor.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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